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1 bettthe right worfhtpfn II Sir George 
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gioufiy handled the fame fobjett) yet 

may I treade the fame m#e-preffe 

again*, bjthi example of Saint Augu- 

A 3 ftmc 



THE MOST; 

High and Mighty 
Pr.ncc , lames by the 

grace of God, King of great 
Brittaq, Tunc*, and Infold: 
Defender of the Faith* 

OST dread SoDeragne, 
your Afajefoes gracious ac~ 
eeptanc* of my late Trca^if;; 
againftReculancic, caufeth 
me to prefer? t unto your Htghneffe this 
• pore Mite % which out of my penury I 
%fer into the treafury of the Chnrch : 
tmgmt way comparable to the Talents 
which others out of their great plenty % Luc II, 
have cafl into the offrings of God* 
hett the right worfhtpfull Sir George 
More Knight, hath learnedly and reli* 
gioufly handled the fame fubjeEh ; yet 
may I treade the fame m*c-prcfe 
•/ again*, bj the ex ample of Saint Augu-. 

A 3 flmc 





the & mans 
Jcrsbeforc AndM^^' 

jktheiftv A^c, 
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Dedicatorie, 

jhould have onely homes like the Lamb 
Chrift Jefus : but as for hi* dcBrine s 
hejhouldjpeake like the dragon Satan. A P°M3- 
And Saint Paul prophecymg of that I7# 
great /iposlafte and rcvolment from 
true religion through the voorld » {hew* 
ed thecaufe to hem him which tooke 
ftponhimto bethemiverfall P aft or of 
the ivor Id , that hejhwld beanadver- 
fary, exalting himfdfe above all that u 
called God: that fttmginthe Temple 
of God, he would notjhew himfelfe & 
the CMmifter of God, but as God. 7fo l1 hcC 1 
holy Ghoft- derived the corruption of ^* 
religion, and calamity of the thurch 
of 1 frael >fro m the bap condition of the 
Priefts in thedayes <>/J<>roboam*/fy- 1 
ing : t hat he made Priefts of the loweft J u 
cft he feople. And it is a curfe denoun- 
ced again ft them from Cjod by the Tro- 
phet Malachie. , that their Priefts Mal.i* # ! 
fhouldbe deffffed and vile before the 
people. 

Tour Higfwtfe under the UMaje* 
fty of Almighty (jod >nowfitteth in the 
feareif David* and upon the Throne 
^/Salomon : Tou have the fame autho- 
rity over m , -which Jofias, Iofaphac, 
Ezechias* and other godly Kings had 
A 4 over 



- tdi -The Lord therefor* °f™ 
fri»«b *> tArt thlS K lf the *hU«- 
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CONFUTATION 

OF 

ATHEISME. 



Chapter I. 



WhatAtheijmetY* 



ffZSSaOmctimes under tfi? 




1 name of Athens are 
comprehended Pagans, 
Infidels and Idolaters, 
all fiich as are ignorant 
of the true God, albeit in thek kind 
they be very devout, religious and 
godly. So faith the Apoftle : Where- it 
fore remember thxt je } bctngin times 
pafi (jenttles in theflefc .andcalled m* 
circumci^orty of them which Me call d 
circHmctfwn in tU flejh made ivtth- 
hands 5 that ye were I fay r at thtt time, 
without Cbrift-) diant shorn the Com* 
AS' 



mon* 



I 



; no 




lhati»,thcy 7^P d C ld o!s , thC 

Other Mheifts tne e o, 
and hew he » » w con , 

they pr^tenpoh his triercy, 
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perfwacfed God did not fee them, or 
he woLiIJ not punifh them. Offtch 
faith the Prophet - : The foo/e hath Pfalmi 4 . 
Jatd in his heart there is m Cod, And 
offuch foolcs hefpeakethslfe-where 
more plaindy , f ying i Wckednefe m a ,6. 
Jftith to the wicked man, even in mine 
hem, that there ism feare ofCjodbe-^ 
fore his eyes, tod vvhatit is toca'ftaway 
all feare ofCod f rom before his eyes, 
he (lieweth more plainely. , %in<r : 
He hath [aid in his heat : God hath 'nr. 
firemen, he htdeth away his fuce, and 
viU never fee. Andthi* kii d of Atheift . 
is in ftateof damnation as vvdlas the 
other, but is not the (abhSl of try 
Treatifc. 1 

There are other fortesofmenf"or 
rather beafts) I meanc'/ueh beafts as 
■J**J 7 <**' *ove vvith it fykefis in * Com f. ' 
the fliape 0 f men , fare more abho- 
minable rhen the othercwo, of which 
'oofcenIfpake:lmayj«aiyf ay mth 

U'phas } emneeth upon m? mi , , 
dread , w ^ M ^ ^ 4 . 

^/f,andawi fl d f afethhfirem% ' 
wtchcavfethtbehwesofmj headta 
Jf^d up, (ari l that I may ufe the 
words of the Lord to Samiy ficb a > 3* I 



n0 God:oj tha f ^Sj^^ 

alfofinccthe Gof^ * sp^ have 
t0 the world , many or 

UW t* later ^ '"^brJtMp 
U*** Gr^r^r^" lc ihnd lardy 
L™-tf- kerUcnrvonofavvbolc _* ^ 

i^abiKdW[^.^ c "y bani(he d 
lk/e«b.«k ' ;fh .\\ Atheifts were 
L*m .1.1 ^ScUian Scales and Kmg- 
E**.- <f of C a h 'f/ cnt i nt o that Hand that 

them. , . /• 0 tf, at God 
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and make open profeffion of con- 
tempt againft him and all religion- 
Such an Atheift was Holophernes Mudith*. 1 
which (aid unco *Achm *, Beeanfc 
thou hafi frophefied among fi w to day, 
and hafi J aid th it the people of Israelis 
able te fight y becaufe thetr (jodwt 11 de- 
fend them i and who is God but Nabu- 
chodonozor? he will fend his power 
and de fir on the face of the earth , and 
thetr Godfiall not deliver them. Such 
an Atheift was Pharaoh, which (aid ; 
Who is the Lord that I fhonldheare hU ExoA y. 
voyce, and let the people goel I know 
not the Lord, neither will I let Ifrael 
goe. And Senacherib who faid by the 
mouth of Rabfbakeh^: Let not Ezekias % Reg. it, 
deceive jou, forheefhallnotJbe able tot 
deliver jou out of my hand , neither let 
Ezekias make yon to trnfi in th*Lord, 
laying : The Lord will furely deliver 
m , and this Land fhallnotbe given 
§ver into the hand of the King of 
Afliur ; Ezekias doth deceive yon > 
faying: 7 he Lord will f deliver hs. who 
are thy among all the Gods of the 
tions that have delivered their Land 
mt of my hand , that the Lord (hottld 
deliver ierufalem oniofmyhandl 

Such 



Ag< 



tocnnfetteno^WK ; 



c # 7.e!MOt 
Tripxrtit* 



the Tnnuy • ^ , cb ift t h e three 
deceivers of the wo K< ^ 
Atheifts a« l ^ n Samed to call 
themfelvesThe damne 
falvation offo* who fc glo- 
whofeG ° d ^m^ and whofe end is 
damnation, astnc nj w0 , jnay t hcy 
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Bat as for tkofe > they mocke God in Proyi ^ 

defpight of h m , they finne upon 

malice* and therefore their biafphemy 

is againft the Holy Choi » which is i lohn 4. 

love and charity* There is no hope 

of their conversion 1 hecaufe ourSa- Math. n t 

vicur hath already pronounced fen- 

tenceof damnation againft them, 

faying, Their finne jball never be for- 

otven , neither in this ltfe f nor in the 

life to come. 

The third profeflfe the religion 
whichisprofeffedin the place where 
they dwdl/o far as laws may not take 
hold of them, but otherwife are of all 
religions which may bring them pro- 
fit, and are of no religion Vanber then 
to ferve their turne. For example 
whereof > I cannot inftance in any 
man better , then in Wtlliam Ityfrn Holiend 
King of EngUnd , whici profeffefik flicd in h 
himtelfeto be a Chriftianfor feareofj chronicle. 
of the Pope and Eccleiiaftkall cen- 
fure , becaufc elfe he could not hive 
held his Kingdome* Of him it is writ, 
ten { that the fewes being many in 
England , one of them was conver- 
ted to be a Chrift ; an* and the old 
.lews his father taking the matter 

grievoufly, ' 
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g rievou{ly,def«edtheKingtointef 
Sofe his authority, and to command 
km to renounce his Chnftian faith 
aeainc. TheKing uponconfideration \ 
ofSo.Markesoffilver (beforehand 
payduntohim) undertookcthccon- 
verfionof the young man tothejew- 
ifo iel.gionagaine: Whereupon the 
party was convenced before the 
KinLhe gave him charge to renounce 
Chrift: but hee angered: Sir you 
profeffe Chrift your fclfe , how then 
anyouperfwadcmetobeajew? 
IfyoubeaChriftian indeed, youwil 
not perfwade me to jounce Chrift, 
but if your felfe profeffing Chrift, 
will command me to deny Uirift, 
you are not of any religion but an 
Mheift;andifyoubefo,itisfitthe 

Popes holinefle (h m\d underftand fo 
mudi JheKmgf taring thePopssdil. 

pleafure, difmiiled the man,but laid in 
great fu y: Get thee gone out of my 
prcfen:e;elfebyS..L^ce I will 
Whoutthin.>eyes. Tneoldfew 
his father expoftulated with the King, 
becaufe the bargaine was not per. 
formed, an \ requited reflation o f 
hismoney : But the King anfweired 
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hold ye contented fir, hereishalfe, 
I will hare the other halfe for my 
endeavour , I did the bett I could. 
Of luch Atheifts wee have ma- 
ny, 

The fourth fort » are they which 
infmuate themfclves into Noble 
mens houfes and Princes Courts , ta- 
king upon them to be the great Poli- 
titians of the woild , and account all 
men fooles befides themfclves. They 
alfo make open profeffion of religion 
but for advantage : I meane them 
which have turned UMofisimo kMa- 
tbiairel : Their Divinity is policy, 
their zealc is Atheifme , and their 
God iithe deviil. Thcfe Engltfb It*. 
Itinat and devils incarnat » doe hold 
thefc damnable opinions : That 
there was no creation of the world, 
that there (hall be no dayof judge- 
ment , no refBrre&ion , no immor- 
tality of the foule , no hell : they 
.difpuce agiinft the Bible , reckon 
Genealogies more auncient 
then tAdam , a Hedge arguments, 
to proovc that the flory of Noah 
his Arke, and the Deluge were 
tables : Finally 3 they hold that 

the 
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the Scriptures were devifed bymea, 
onely for policy fake, to mamuine 
peace in States and Kingdomes , to 
keep fubjefts in obedienceto Lawcs* 
and loyalty to Magiftrates > by thus 
terrifying them from enormities 
when their confeiencesare poflcficd 
with an opinion of hell fire , and allu- 
ring them to fubje£ion by hope of 
cternall life , that fo Princes may en- 
joy outward peace and temporall 
profperky. Examples of this 1 aft fort, 
we have Leo the tenth of that name 
Bifhop of Rome > who when he had 
heard ^^ alleadge places out of 
the Scriptures concerning Chrift, faid 
unto him , guid mihi nana Him de 
Chri&o faMami why doft thoutdi 
me that fable ofChrift? Againe > in 
oftentation of his riches , faid : V 'dc 
quantum mihi profuit ilia de C^ ri ft° 
fabula. See v^hat ireaiure I have fcra- 
ped together > by publishing to the 
people that fame fable concerning 
„ . Chfift! Anexampleaifois Machti- 
ST which -holdall thefe principles 
it, and grounds of policy : Vrinctps qvt 
fapicKtfaeftpr&dituSt debet eayromtjfa 
vttare cm fuis emmodis contrary 

fore 
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fire videt. Jam vera hominibus nun* 
quam defutur <t font cauf t , quibus in 
violafamfidem colorem inducant. A 
wife Prince muft not regard hi s pro* 
mife if he find it not for his profit, 
neither fliallheat any time be defti. 
tute offueh fhifts and evafions where- 
by he may juftifie and make good the 
breach and falfifying of his oath. Qui 
ptgacior fuerit utmlpnum ingenutm 
melius exprimeftt , ci faU^im omnia 
teodwrant. That hee nauft feame *o 
play th^ Fox , wfrwh Will Have his de- 
fines and proje&s to take efte6i. 
He-pr^pofeth unto Princes die exam- 
ple of Pope Alexanderthe fkt to imi- 
tate J of whom he lakh I Is nihil quam 
mortal ium impoftortm egit> nihil cjuam 
ad omnem malitiam&fraftdem (q»h 
hominnm genmfalleret J mentem fuam 
txercmi, In a-jftverando out em quis 
magufuerh tjfieax. ant *pci-<£fe€i$fim 
jnravit jufiHrandumiVkijfmque > qui 
minus prtjlirerit f nemo mcjtiamfuit m 
Nthilo fecius dolt ' ritwquam ei non 
eomwoie cetiderun't, T hat is , he plot- 
ted nothing more \ then how hee 
might be thecofener and deceiver of 
men : he fee his mind upon nothing 
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nomanpctformedlcffctbcn he.and 
lavery, he never fay! led of h *pur- 

tmb. Andyetforallthat.falfhood 
ievailethbeuenhcnplamedeahng, 

La Prince muftnot make i ifoew of 
5 larfteeonfcience,buthemuftdif- 

femble, and carry hhafelfe cunning), 
bcforethceycsoftheworld.^^. 

Wherefore a Prince muft frame him- 
felfe for all times and fcafons j« oc- 
cafions may fe«ve: let niminArace 
tmthanddoejuftice, unleaehefce 
caufe to thecontraty,buuf ncdoaet 
him be fo wife that hedoe notdnad. 
vantage himfclfc. ?ri»(efsmemc* 
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rm & diligtntim ddhibebat>*tfiet4* 
Umfiicm* integriwtim. humnitatm, 
rcligionm fsnfttcolere vtd*at*r 9 atcjui 
nihil mtgU ift qnodfrd ft ferat q*>m 
ilUm virtutim ;fmtnim homwes ms- 
gis ffeci* & colore rtrtm> quam rebus 
tffo,firmvctHr> & judicdnt.Nmopon 
vtdcttjUidfrd t$ferm,4tf>4Hct(fimi funt y 
qui quid fisfcnfH}mifiAntVitmfri*~ 
cefs tueMtur^cHretfy imftriumc0nferv4* 
n : quibut am cm idfiatrttiouibtu* *x 
modo koncftifticcitm prd fcferantynHn- 
quant non henore dtg** , iaudibnfqut 
cxiJUmabmtur. Let a Prince cfpecial. 
ly take heed to himfclfe, that he fcem 
godly , true, honeft , enneous > and 
above all religious , becaufe men for 
the moft part arc carryed away with 
the outward (hew of religion, and 
doe judge all things according to out* 
ward appearance.Every man can take 
notice of that which you leeme to be, 
but few men can found tfee bottom of 
your heartland dive into your fecret 
thoughts/o far asto difcover what in- 
deed you are > to conceive what your 
intent and meaning is , Let a Prince 
loofce efpecially to the defence of 
bis owns life and State , it ma- 

keth 
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toh no matter by what metnw hee 

fo»s they have an outward tow" ana 
colour of honefty. 



Btnattm 
Veorur, 
lib, i. 



C'*A*T1R II. 

THatimayfpeakefomcwbat 
of the caufes of Athtilme, 
They are many : Some men 
•^become Atheiftsbybuildingupon 

J SrSting that plate of Tdlj to 

Womemenwhkhdcny that there 

is aGod which taketh upon ihim the 
care of humane affaire^ whofc opi- 
nion iseviaedto befalfe , for as 
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there would, be no fidelity or hone- 
fty among men, nothing but difordcr 
and confufion .through the whote 
world. I cannot deny but religion 
doth maintaine civil! government, 
and Kingdomes are beft governed 
wharc men havethegreateft feeling 
of religion , becaufethe feare of God 
having taken a deepe roote in mens 
hearts by the often preaching of the 
word , doth binde fubje&s to their 
Princes farre more faftthen humane 
Lawes, and the feare of the Princes 
difpleafure. Andlmuft needs con- 
fefle that the King and the whok 
Gate of England net to afcribethis 
long peace which we have had , and 
yet doe injoy , as alfo this great in- 
creafe of wealth, and loyalty of the 
fub j?&s , more to the diligent preach- 
ingof the Minifters then tothehn- 
cere government of the Magiftrates, 
to- Divines then to Politicians , how 
Uttlefoever now Divines-beregarded 
and how highly foevcr Politicians be 
cfteemed.. Snbjeas arc now more 
obedient to Lawesand loyailto Prin- 
oes then in times paft they have been, 
becaufe theGofpell is more preached: 

among 
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among them then it was in former 
aces. So then, itisnotfor feare,but 
fSrconfcieneefakc, not beoaufe they 
fcate him that can kill the body , but 
becaufethey fcare himthat is able to 
M.A.10, deftroy both body and fonle in hell 
fire. AndyetthePtoverbe in many 
hath becne fulfilled , devoravn 
mnm. that the daughter hath de- 
toured her owne mother; tor rat- 
ion is the mother of peace,and peace 
is the daughter of religion, becaofe 
the preaeh.ag of Chnftian region 

hathW<P cace Tu7% i if 
godly Divines preach the dockine of 

ificbcpoffible^ndas much as lye* 
inyou, have peace with all men. But 
hfs lo'ng peace which we have en- 
joyed, lath increafed our nches, 
S r ches have made us to forget 
God (and fo Hke an unnaturall 
dauahter) peace hath devoured re- 
H%Tw£ch bred and maintamed 
fe« Xntheworld The Prophets 
verified: In thefelaft daycs. fince 

the mountaine of the houfe of God 
* hathbeencpreparedmthctopof^e 
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Mountaines, and hath becne exalted 
above the hills ,and all nationshav* 
flowed unto it and many people have 
gone and faid : Come let «s goe up to 
the mountaine of the Lord , totha 
houfe cfthcGodofJ*?^, andhewill 
teach ns his wayes, and we will walke 
in his pathes : our fwordes have beea 
broken into mattoks, anl.ourfpeartj 
intofythes, nation hath not lifted 
up a l'word againft nation, neither 
have they learned to fight anymore. 
The Lambd.vel ing with the Wolfe 
hath beenc in fafety , the Kid with 
the Leopard , the Cow feeding with 
the Bearc , the Calfe with the Lyon; 
the lock ing child hath played, upon 
the hole of the Afpe, the weaned 
child hath put his hand into the hole 
of the Cockatrice without any hurt , tl " ' 
and the rca'on is alleaged by the 
Prop! ec : Becaufethe earth was full 
ofth knowledge of the Lord , even 
as the waters that cover the Sea, 
This Pr< p'iecy you fec.is fulfilled. 
But thele layings are by them mi- 
fbken. For Tnily doth not ar- 
gue in this manner : that we tasty 
hold there is a God , and main- 
B tai 4 .c 
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taine religion, that foci vill govern- 
ment may be maintained, and mert 
ftlfy live orderly in a Cbmmon- 
Wealth. But his meaning is cleane 
contrary : that We muft performs all 
civil! duties in a Cbmtrtoivweilth for 
religion fake? and We muft be reli- 
gions for Gods fake , becatife there 
is a God which hath ingrafted reli- 
gion in our hearts i whereby civill 
States may be the better maintained, 
and whichwillpunifh all fnch as are 
not religions > that is , which have 
not atrne feeling of religion. And it 
was not therneanir gof the Prophet 
£faj j that after ihe knowledge of 
tftie religion had pla ted peace 
among us, and peace had brought 
ttofperity , thtfh we fhould ceafeto 
be rel gious, and fo forget God; but 
rather increafe our xeale, and ha- 
ving received fuch benefits at his 
hands whom we ferve , conrinae 
faithful! in hisfertice* 
\ • A fecond ciufe of Atheifae may be 
the wantofducand right hearing of 
the word preached , becauie feith f 
commeth by hearing , and : therefore 
Where tbereis a want of heatiag faith 
I faileth, 
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faileth, and by confequent * Paga-Ronut; 
nifmeand infidelity increafeth. For 
many of them doe not heare , but ib- 
fent thcmfelves* or if they be pre- 
fent > they ftand not fur figures but 
for cyphersjhey doe not by thewohf 
preacned > as the Virgin (JMarj did Luc u 
by thefayingsofour Saviour Chrift, 
which laicd them up in her heart:or as • 
Abraham did by the Angels $ which Gem if. 
received them into his houfe, or as 
the Sufiamttt woman did by LU^em^ * Reg. 4.J 
or the widow by Ettas , which enter- 1 ^ c fr 
tained them with willingnefle. The 
word to them is not as the raine of Dcllt 
heaven falling upon the earth, or the 
deaw of Hcrmm upon mount Ston> pf a i f ^ 
but as the children s bread caft before 
whelps, or pearles caft before fwine, Mat 7 .&iy 
feed fowen by the high-way fide, and Mac « *3 ; 
thepsace of the Apoftle* beftowed 
npc n un w on hy hou ies, and there fore 
returneth backe againe. They flop MaAt I0 * 
their eares with the Adder, orfleep 
mxhEuttchHs, or make love as the 10 , 
Egyptians did to Ahohh and^-EwcM* 
. Ubah > cloarhed with blew fi!ice 
and divers fakes , ?pleafant young 
men, that they may fet tAhoUh 
B2 and 
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and Aholibah on fire, bruile the 
brefts of their virginity, and powr« 
cut their adultery upon them* as the 
Math. n. Prophet fpeaketh. Some hearc the 
Preacher with great attention > but 
as thePharifees did our Saviour to in- 
trappehim in his fpeech 3 to take ex- 
ception againtt his words, as the 
AS. 17. Athenians did Saint /Wtofcoflfeat 
his fimplicity , they read the Bible j 
but as Porphyry did, to find (as they 
prophanely call them ) abl rdities 
and contradictions in the word of 
God , not as the Bee which gathe- 
red! hony, but as the Spider which 
fucketh poyfon out of vshclelome 
flowers. 

Athirdcaufeof AtWme, procee* 
deth from the long fuffc, ing of God, 
which doth not prefently pnnifh 
Atheifts. For he doth not onely with 
patience fuffer them toblafpheme his 
holy name , but alfu his wifedome, 
which no man can found , and i;> his 
judgements whom no man can feirchj 
blefled them with worldly bleflings, 
as if he did reward theii ungodlineife. 
It is not my complaint alone > but it 
? W>i 0 is the complaint of the Prophet 2)*- 

Vfd 
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vid which cryeth ouc in this manner : 
Why fiandefithou fofarreof 0 Lord* 
and hdefi thee in dne time % even tn 
tpttiw ? t hi wicked hath made boafi 
of hx owne hearts defire > and the 
covetous bleffcth himfelfe , heconfem- 
neth the Lord, hee is [0 froud that hee 
fetketh n^t for God, hee thmketh 
ahvayes there U no God : hinv*jes*l- 
mtyes frojper , hee faith in hu heart : 
/ ffrall never be moved , nor be in din- 
ger. Nay , it may very well be faid, 
ats it was o(Job : That the Lord hath \^ u 
mad* an hedge about htm and his hottfe, 
and about all that he hath on every 
fide, hee hath bleffed thew'orke of his 
hands , and his fubfianceinereafeih iif 
the Land. The Lord fuffered his own 
Arke to be taken by the Phiiittins t Sam/4. 
his enemies > and nis owne people the 
Ifraelites which fought his battle > to 
be ovcrthrowne in the battle. And 
this comm ndation is given of the 
godly King Jo fiat , thit hee read lRc g«*J 
the Law of the Lord before the 
people , he made a Covenant with 
the Lord , that the people (hould 
walkc after the Lord $ and keeps 
his Comimndements , histcftimo- 
B 3 nies 
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nies and ftatutes, with all their 
hearts > all their foules, and all the 
people Good to the Covenantee pur- 
ged the Temple , and put downe the 
idols , he flew the idolatrous Priefts, 
he kept fuch a Pafleover in honour 
of €od,as never the like was holden, 
from the dayes of the Judges that 
judged I froth nor in all the dayes of 
che Kings of ffrael and the Kings of 
Jtfda , he tooke away them whicl* 
had familiar fpkits and the ;footh* 
fayers, and the Images* and the Idols, 
and all the abhominations that were 
efpyed in the Land of JtnU and Jem- 
faiem, that like unto him there was 
no King before him that turned to 
the Lord with all his heatt, all his 
fwle , and all his might r accordingto 
all the Law of Mcfes, neither after 
him arofe there any like him. And 
yet, fee how the Lord rewarded 'him. 
The very next thing which fbllowfcth 
in the lame Text, is this: Tkaraoh 
flew him at Odtgteo. Thus you fee 
how thcLord rewarded faithfull J»- 
JUt which fervedhim,, and truftedin 
him , with death in this world , and 
fvcrthrow in fighting his own bade, 

and 



jga'wfi Jtheifme, a j 

andsave the victory to fhtwh an 
heathen Kmg» which put no truft not 
confidence in him. Likcwife NAhH* 
codowzor burned Gods Houfe, rob- »Reg,if, 
bed his Temple in contempt of him 
and his fcrvicc , and yet God profpe- 
rcd him> as if, he had rewarded him 
fpr fo doing, . Valeria Maxima ci- 
teth out of Tullj the example pf Dh' 
nyfm the Tyrant, which did biag and 
boaftof his facriledge , tnat when,** 
fay led to the Temple of Prefafi** tih.xitqi 
wnlch was at Locris* to roVbe the *-gJ. 
fame , the wind and weather didfo m ^ 
much favour him, as if it hadbcene t 
plcafingthingto that Goddeflc to do 
hcrviolence ,as if ftie had the rather 
prospered his navigation , and given 
fucceffe unto his bufineffe becaufc he 
did robbc and fpoyle htr Temple. 
When the Turks & Hungariansjoyne 
in battle, the Hungarians army cryeth 
out aloud Jept, 5<rf*,The Turkes 
name their Prophet iMthma ,*ut 
Mahomet preuayleth againft Jtftt* 
The greateft part of the world arein- 
fidel s , and they encrieafe daily , but 
the number of Chriftians doe de* / 
creafe. And this is agreeable to that 
B 4 which 
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which TrAteolu* obfcrveth , which 

*tl*rif* alleagcth , that among many cau- 

lfc u fcs of Atheifme this is not tlie leaft, 
namely, Event tu mir-Mes quorum 
cauftutgnorant , # />«/<W Iwgt aIU 
ier fore , y* r £'w cxifteret *mxi4 ter- 
pens & ct*r*»s , at font folic*as w%* 
ficrum, infolicita fiorutu* & ejus 
2)« longAnimitu qui asrocifmos 
fecedtores ftatim tton fun*. Strange 
€?ents which continually fall out, 
contrary to the feafe and *ea fen df 
man,the caufeswherof manundcrftan- 
deth not* buc thinketh that it would 
be otherwife* if there were a God 
which did fee and regard humane af- 
faires , as for example , the huppjnes 
of the ungodly , the unhappy eftaref 
•ftheeodly* and the long fuffcring 
,of God himfelfc which differs grie- 
vous offenders fo long to cfcape un- 
pnnifhed: whereas conrririwile ( if 
God wouldbe pleafcd tofhew prr- 
fcnt examples of his juftice upon 
finners, as hce did when bee turned 
Lofs wife into, a Pillar of Salt 

i Rcj, 13. for looking backedeftroyed Sdomt 
x with fire and brimftone for pride, 

itaM* caufed Jcvhom his hand to wi- 
ther 



ther for burning Incence], Eft ttf Numb*i*i 
breakelus necke for fuffcring his 
children to abufe the Priefts Office: 
the earth tofwallow up Core.Dathaui * 1. 
and tAbiram for their rebellion 6 the I 
Bcares to devourc the children for 
mocking Eh few , the dogges to cate % Rcg» t ♦ 
Iefabel for Ofp?efliog Naboth , the 
fire to burne up Nadab and t/fbihu Lcvk. ro. 
for ufingprophane fire upon the Al- 
tar, which tooke away Saul his King* 1 
dome fordifobeying ftroke >lSmi f* 
Zachary with dumncfle for unbelecfe, 
EljmM with blindncflc for hindering 
the courfe of the Gofpcll , Balthtfar B an# ^ 
w th death for prophaning tta holy 
veflels- > Ananias and Stphira for tck Luke ?• 
ling a lyg 3 with Leprofie for Afti8 « 

taking bribes , andlTmt (Jtfofefout ^ e ** 
of the Land of C*p4$l fprcrcfpalfing 2 xes * 
at the waters of dftteribn I * if Dcut« 2 
Go i would vouchfafe to dwell with 
us as he did with them , and fo^Hi 
examples among us ns did, 
among them > punifli whole. Lirv^s * 
cisheedid e^ij'ff for no: letting £ ^ ! 
his people goe, no doubt but At hsii "m L *° Lf 
would ceafe , and ungodly men. 
would con feile that there U a Gjd. 

B 5 It' 
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It is tfigncthatour finnes aw great,, 
and God doth not love us as he lo- 
ved them. 

And yet the Atheift shave but mi- 
ftaken all thij while , for thefe bear- 
guments rather to prove unto them 
that there is a God . For this is the 
Lords long {offering to bring them to 
*F«M* repentance* as Saint Peter feacheth 
faying : The Lord is not flackc as fome 
men account flackneffebut is patient 
towards us , and would have no man 
to perifh , but would have all men to 
torn, 2; come to repentance. And as S* P**l 
faith : Thou otfun , defpifeft thou the 
riches ; of his bountifulneffe and pa- 
tience , and longfufteringj not know- 
ing that the bounifulncffe of God 
leadcth thee to repentance? but thou 
after thy hardnefle , and heart that 
cannot repent* heaped upa trea- 
fure unto thy fclfc 1 wrath againft 
the day of wrath and of the dechra- 
tion of the juft Judgement of God. 
JfeU 10. But therefore the Prophet David m 
the Pfalme above rehearfed , where 
he faith t The wicked hath made boap 
of his hearts de fire , husmjes alwajes: 
trotter ; be inferteth thefe words in 
1 1 the 
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the midddle of the fentence ? Thy 
judgements i Lord are farrt above his 
fight, And Saint Anguftw doth ful- »dwr# \ 
Jy fatisfic this point! where he faich : f tf ?g*' u 
uivina miferteordia ad imjfios &tn* 
gratos yervenit* Primocjma Dem facte 
oriri Sokm fuper bono 5 far iter & ma* 
losy & pitttt fuper juft os & injuftos. Sc- 
enndoyut cjuidam ifta cogit antes ab m- 
pietatefe corrigatot. Tertio, nt ejuidam 
iivitias longantmitatis tjm contemner 
tesfibi thefauri^ent tram. Quarto pa<* 
tient'ta Dei ad patnitentiam thvitat 
malos^fcHtfagellum Dei ad patient tarn 
erndit bonos* Quinto* quia placuit di* 
vin<t providentia pr Afar are impiftorum 
bona \H ftu quiins mali mn fruentur* 
&mala impit qmbus bom mn cmcta- 
bmtnr* Againe*S/ nunc omne pecca- 
tnm-pUEieretHr poenistemporahbm^ ni- 
hil ultimo jadifio refervari prrtaretur, 
& (I nullum peccatu m nnnc pnniretur % 
nulla c Dci provident/a effe creAeretur^ 
God< mcny is extended tor he god- 
Jefleand unthankefull men for thefe 
can ( es following: Firfti becaufche 
makech his S.unne to (bine as well 
upon the unjmt as the jnft, an 1 his 
raineto ftllupon the godlederL swell 

as 
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« cbf godly. Secondly ;| char fome 
of them confidcring tilde things, 
wight repent themfelvcs of their 
finnes. Thirdly, thac oiherf me 
dcfpifing the riches of his longani- 
mity m ght heape up wrath uoto 
themfelvcs. Fourthly , the puiencc 
of God doth invite and allure the 
wicked to repentance 3 even as the 
fcourgcofGod doth inftruft the god* 
ly unto patience. Fifcly , becaufe it 
hathfeeoied good to the providence 
of God to prepare in another world 
joyes for the righteous , whereof the. 
unrighteous (hall- not be partakers > 
and punifhments for the wicked 
which the godly (hall net Rile, Ani 
lafl of all, if ail offences were now 
punifhed with temporall puniflv- 
ments, it would be thought that no- 
thing were rcferved for the day of 
judgement, as contrariwife , jf no- 
thing were puniihed temporally in. 
this world, men would make a dopbt 
of Go J s providence. 

A fourth caufc of Atheifmc 
is the malice of Satan , as the 
l&or.i, A P° ft,e ftc vveth us : //( faith he) 
' wrgefftl/fojetkiddcx, it M hidden 

n 



to them wh'wh^re Itf' , whom the 
God of thu rforid hath blinded fhc 
minds i th.{C is, of the infidels y that 
the light of the glortotu ■ Gosfell of, 
Chrijt fiou/d not fhtne wthem- Be- 
hold Satan his malice .and amnii,g, 
from time to time, In the firft two 
hundred yeires after the Paflion of 
our Saviour Ciuift > he buficd him-" 
felfc about the ( fir ft Article of the 
Creed tooverthrovYthat* and there- 
fore flirted up the Marcioniftss the 
Gnofticks, the Man-ches, to teach, 
that there was not one God the 
Father Almighty maker of heaven 
and earth 5 but divers Gods. \ But. 
finding not his fuccefle therein an- 
fwerablc to his malice* ceafed there, 
and went to another Article , and 
fo* ftirred up Traxe&y tyttiu , 
VmUu Samofatenni £ to overthrow 
the Divinity of our Saviour Chnft 
his Sonne, afterward heretickes to., 
difprove his conception by the hoijfc 
Gboft> his biytli of the Virgin Mary, j 
and th? other Articles of faith which * 
are to be bclecved concerning him,* 
Being not able to prevayle there- 
is?, be defcended to the Article of the 

holy* 
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holyGhoft ,and fo ftirred up OK* 
cedomut to deny the Godhead of the! 
holy Ghofh Being not able to pre- 
vail therein, he went to the Articles 
concerning the Church, and fo in 
(andryagaahath gone from one Ar- 
ticle to another , until! he hath gone 
over all the Articles of the Creed. 
Now, being difproved in them all, 
he doth not fo red, but retUtncth 
againe to the firft at which he begin, 
not to prove a multiplicity of Gods 
ashedid before endeavour, butro 
prove a nullity of any God , by dis- 
proving the Godhead either of the 
Father , or the Sonne , or the holy 
Ghbft , or of all three > but he goeth 
towork€with greater violence , to 
chop off all faith , all religion at one 
bl6w, by proving that there is new'r 
a God , and to this purpofe hath he 
armed his Politician? with arguments 
^ainft the Bible. But to them may be 
*P>lyed the words of TofycarfM to 
UMzrcian the heretickc > who being 
aikedofhim: Agntfckmt e Polyear- 
ft ? Doft thou acknowledge me 6 ?o- 
IjcAtfm ? anfwered him : Agnojco te 
fife frimginitHm Sntm<t , 1 know 

thee 
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thee very well > thou m the fonna 
andheireoftheDevill. 

The laft caufe of Athcifmt isthe le- 
nity and over.great mildnefieof Prin- 
ces and Governours which doc futfer 
Atheiftsto efcape unpuniftied. I may 
juftly fty , it is their fault that there 
are Atheifts that will fiiffcr Atheifo, 
For fo faith the holy Ghoft concer- 
ning Axariab the King of J**Uh: l **g**U 
He did uprightly in the fight of the 
Lord, according to all that his fether 
Amazjah did : but the high places ■ 
were not taken aw ay , for the people 
yet offered > and borned Ineenfe in 
the high places. And the Lord fmote 
the King ,and he was a leper unto the 
dayofhisdeath. The King him felfe 
you fee is commanded to be a godly 
man, not he, but his fubje&s com- 
mitted idolatry, yet God puniflheth 
him for theidolatry of hisfubje£s; 
But that could not ftand with the lu- 
fticeof God topunifli the King for 
hisfubjefts offices unlcfle it were 
the Kings fault that the fubjeils of- 
fended. Where the Spanifo In- 
quifition is , it is a very rare thing to 
hcarc of an Atheift, which I fpcake 

not 
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nouo that end > as if Iclid wifh chat 
frqaific on to be* brought into any 
Chriftian Kingdome* W onely to 
(hew that it is better to live where 
there is too much levcrity rather then 
too- much loofenefle , and where no- 
thing is law full j rather then where 
all things arc permitted as if they 
we rclaw full. The Lord of his mer- 
cy (lirrc np the hearts of all his 
aftnointed Princes V and inflame 
their fcealc s thit they may not one- 
ly hate Athcifmc, as I hope they 
doe, with a pcrfc& hatred, but 
ajfp ba i/hfuch impiety, that here- 
siierncireaeljiihcopinton?, hut al- 
io the very name of Atheift may be 
u it were buryed in hell , and no 
more hcavd in their Kingdomes. 
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Ch A.rxs-K I II! 

3A1 fi J r fi4 r $ 'tfw V* 1 ^ 
H*w A theifme maj be rooted §ut 

pf aUChriftian Lands, 

AS prpfpenty caufeth many 
men a& Iforgfct God > nan# 
others to .deny God : fo ad- 
vjrlity, ficknefie, imprifonmcnt , and 
fuch like chaftiiements of God" for 
ffotic* will make wicked men not 
onely to acknowledge r*and conffcffc 
God> but alfotofio pc downe be- 
fore bkW and to fly forTuccour'unto 
hinif When JuIUn the Apoftata was 
deadly ;woundcd * with a dart from 
batveruhe conM not bfcfilentMt that 
pi f g«e extorted out of his mouth a co-: 
fcffion of the power of J efu* Chrift , 
whombefore he had denyed , and he 
cryei om: Fisifii GdtUe , Jefusiof 
Gddc* the conqtfeft is thine. Though 
Phardifo 'm his profpertty had riaid 
who is the Lord ? I know him nor , 1 
wilJ not let thepeo-plegoe :yet vyh.n 
his. L'n+ was plagued with Frog'?, 
bee called fur ^dferbod z/fron > 
and laid : Prayyee for me unto the 
Loid , - that my tak- zmy the 
lw Frogge s 
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Frogges from mc and from my peo* 
pic , and I will let iht people goe, 
that thty may doe Gcnfice to the 
Lord, Bot as foonc as God gave 
him a little reft > that the plague cea- 
fed , he was hardncd ^gainc. When 
the hand of the Lord was heavy upon 
the men of AfhcUd* and he deftroyed 
iSim.f. them and fmotc them with Emeroi- 
des they removed the Arke out of 
the houfc of JX**m. + and faidrLec 
m fend the Arke of God unto his 
owne place > that he flay w horand 
our people* When *H$bucho(U- 
WMt 4 ' noxof was^privedof his Kingdonte. 
and turned into an lilfc to $r«e in 
the field forthefpace. of fevenyearcs : 
then he began to be humble* to uri- 
derftand himtelfe better, to lift up 
hireyes to heaven , to give thankes 
to the moft high , to praifeand ho- 
nour him that liveth for ever* to con- 
fefle that hispowerisanevcrlafting 
power, that his Kingdomc induretl* 
from generation to generation > that 
all the inhabitant s of the earth are re- 
puted as nothing , that according to 
his will he warketh in the army 
of heaven, and in the inhabitants 
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of the earth, that none can flay hit 
hand, ncrfay urao him , what doft 
thou? Then he could make both an 
humble and a large confeffion, and 
fay : I N*bnchdo9t*z*or prayfe , and 
extoll, and magn fie the King of hea- 
ven , whofe workes are ill truth, and 
his wayes judgement 1 and thofe that ■ 
walkc in pride he is able to abafe. 
But forasmuch as now fnch mira- 
cles doe ceafe , and it belongeth to 
Gods annoinred Kings to be jea- 
lous of his glory , if they will aban- 
don Atheifmcout of their Kingdoms: 
firftof all they muft withdraw their 
countenance from all ungodly livers; 
For fo long as the Prince doth loofce 
cheerefiilly upon them, the eyeiof 
the people will be fixed upon them 
alfo , they will admire them , and 
thinke their vices to be vermes. You 
know what Hamanfoid tThmpall he Efthcr« * 
be honoured whom the King doth he* 
nom: and againcthe argument muft 
follow as well on the contrary fide : 
Thus and thus , (hail he be diftio- . 
ttourcd whom the King doth dis- 
honour. You are not ignorant of Pro#I ^ 
the faying of Salomon; IndignttH 

Rejri* 
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%Sgk fjf nunaw mortis* The difple*- 
fiirc ofthcKingis but a fore-runner of 
death, IftheKng give countenance 
to Athcifts , the people will refpeft 
tbcm by his example, if he frown up- " 
on thcm,the pe »ple will trample over 
them. The King is like the mdjer pro- 
portion in a SyllogiCmci the people 
arelike the conclufion But itisa moil 
C;rraine rulcin Logickc : Conclufio fc- 
4fUttHr dtt crier cm f*rtcm. If the m*\or 
be negative or particular, the conclu- 
fion will be fo, if any thing be worfer 
then other in the King,thc peoplfc will 
be lure to follow that. Secondly >they 
muftbe affifting unto their Miniftcrs. 
For cod in the PrimitiveChurch gave 
tbcm the'gift of working miracles to 
credit their Office and!calling>where- 
by they did cbaftilc Gods enemies 
SoS-int /Wttroke EljmM thefor- 
cerer wiji blindrtcfle for perverting 
Aft.ij. and feducing the Deputy from the 
faith. And Saint 'Peter ftroke Ananias 
and Sapkir* with prcfent death for 
5 tellmga lye to the holy Ghoft. And 
btcaule nrracles after a (hort time 
w^re to ceafe, , our Saviour Chriftlcft 
the iwori of excommunication m his 

Church 
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Church to be ki place of miracle^and 
to continue unto the end of theworld. 
And fince the Church hath no other 
ftoord now, but the- cenfure of excom- 
munication , which is fo greatlydcf- 
pifed : if it would pleafe God to put in 
the hearts of Princest© flrengthen ex- 
communication with their Princely 
authoi ity 5 to ad the fword of the King- 
dome to the keyes ef the Church, not 
tofufferany perfon thatis noted of im- 
piety todwcll in the land,nonc that is 
tunqnamPuPlicanm & EthnieHdjrin 
heathen or infidcllto dwell ?mong 
. Chriftiansjbut todcliverthemoverto 
the hang- man, whom the Church hath 
deliveredio Sa'an»unies they be hear- 
tily penitent: & fpeedily reformedmo 
doubt but then God would be better 
knownein Jftda, and his name in 
Jernfalem would be greater, I fay, 
if any man bean Atheift Jet him not be 
honoured among the people, but let 
him have Miches his entertainment, 1 Reg. Ml 
which was to be fed with the bread 
of affliaion', and water ofaffli&iom 
or let him be banifted out of the 
Land > not by Oftradfme , as Art- 
ft ides was for his vermes 1 , but as 

Ovid 
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Ovid was for his vices, and that I 
mayufcfhcphffafeoftbcholyGhoft, 
let his honfc be made a jikcsM Tul- 
fy wifhed , that it were written in 
every mans forehead > what he 
thought of the Common wealth of 
%$m , that fo true hearted fubje&s 
might fee knowne from Traytors : fo, 
I wifl. it were written in all mens 
fore-heads, what they thinke of God 
and ofChriflian religion. We can 
judge no farther of them then wee 
heareby their blafphemy > and pro- 
phage words which they utter, and 
fee by their loofc lives and con- 
versions. But fo farre we may judge 
as we heare and fee, and we find there 
are fo many, that we have good caufe 
Pfal*i»» t o cry Out with the Prophet 2) avid, 
and to fay : Helpe Lord i help > there u 
not * godly man kft > for the fait hfiill 
are fayledfrom f among the children of 
men} they ffe&ke deceitfully every one 
with his neighbour , flattering with 
then lippes > and fpeake with a double 
hart 3 the Lord cuts off all flattering 
lippes j and the tongue that jpeaketh 
proud thngs* Thus much I am fure ; 
there is no policy to religion , nor 
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wifedome to well doiag , and mod 
fir me it the eftate of that man 1 be he 
higher ofllo^c degree, which pro- 
oircth God to be his fmud. 



Th*t there u « God. 

THey which call, themfelves 
the damned Crue, yet doc 
thinke ! there is no damna- 
tion > they fwearc continually by the 
name of God , and yet they thinke 

there is no God. Sec how they are 
overtaken unawares. As S ant TahI A ft 
might very well difpate with the 
•Athenians m the defence of that 
God whom he prcacbd unto them, 
and fay: There is a God befides all 
thofeGods which you fuperrtitioufly 
doe worlhip, and is yet unknownc 
unto you, witneflc your felves and 
your owne Altar. Doe not thinke 
it abfurd that I preaoh unto you 
fuchtt God > for if there be not, why 
doe y0ll then erea an Altar unto him, 
and wnce this fupeifcripnoi upon it > 
WXOTO 
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JGNOTO -2)EO,T o thf.j 
uK<N©w*fi:'©'o-o, So 1 dif- 
pute againft them:if they be , as they , 
confefle themfelves, a damned crue, 1 
how (halltbeythinketoefcape dam-, 
nation ? iftbey fwcare by the name 

for in fw carina by him unawares they 
doe confefle him. Thc£fweare by 
the wounds and blood of Chnft , a nd 
yet deny the merits of ibed«ath;or 
brift. The man of God called fueh 
mcnfooles , and fuch foolei m* be 
rebuked even out of their o* n booke, 
intituled The Ship of Fooles, 

r -.V«od >boO oflsiairwb. 

Frohfcelm hmtndm.* blaftbetn* 

tricvfffdetelo 
Gtns htttiM* fttit ttnitMM Patm 

Altitonnntis, 
Ai<]ue Hit ex f that pod r.vfiros i»- 

Languor ejejue tttlit tioftroty mfer* 
tin ab <tlto 

..^ . fifm iufjtcm wfrmnt 1 . t rtut 
Adam* 

What hai"Ous fin , blafphemaus mm 
»ainft Gods beloved Sonne 
* Djeft 
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Doeft thoa commit? upbrayding him 

who did for us become 
Our felf-fame flefh : who bore our fin> 

and pityed from his Throne 
Tb^t moft unhappy flare of ours,from 
whence Adam was throwne. 

To t hem I fay no more then out of 

their owne Booke. 
Define facrtlegis iterant crweifigere 
labris- 

V wginettm fartum, yccnimque hor~ 
refce prepinejfiam. 

With (iich uncircumcifed Jippes for- 

beare (6 wretch)againe 
To crucifie the Virgins Sonne, and 

feareeternall painc. 

They were thouglit worthy to be 
put intotre ShjpofFooles which are 
iwearers^buc much more doe they 
fhew themfelves to be fooles which 
fweare by God , a nd yet fay there is 
no God. But I wil 1 prove to the dam- 
ned Atheifts by thefe reafons > that 
there is a God . 

Firft they read every day in the 
booke of nature that there is a God. 

C [ 
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Imeanebythebooke of nature , the-f 
great frame of heaven and earth. for / 
what is this whole vifible world , but 
Epiftola k Deo [crista ad htmanum 
genus? A letter or Epiftle written 
from God unto mankind ? For in it 
we may read of the invifible God in 
his workes>and his name is engraven 
there in hietographicall letters, La- 
ttantius proveth it out of Tally * { an 
heathen Philofopher ) by the fame ar- 
gument 3 his words arethefe:^^ 
p# re* eft tarn rudis , tm feris moribw , quin 
IjgwitlibA, 0CH [ 0S j* Uos i# caelum tellens 1 tametfi 
nefciatcujus "Dei providentta regatur 
hoc omne quod cernitur* aliquam tamen 
ejft iptellt^atex ipfarerummagnitudine 
motu, diffofiticmCi cottftar.tia? nttlitate* 
pulchritudine^emperattonemcpojfe fit- 
ri^qum id quodmtrabiliratione cm ft at % 
conftlio tuajori ahquo ft tnftrullum* 
No man is iwh a rufticke* fo bru- 
tifli and voyde of common fence 
and reafon , but as often as hee 
looketh up to heaven , if he de- 
ny this , his ovvne eyes foall wit- 
ne(fe againft him, for although this 
be not Efficient to bring him to 
the perfedfc underftanding of that 
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God by whofe providence hefeeththe 
whole world is governed,y etwhat his 
eye hath feene , his tongue may tell. 
The verygreatnes of the frameof hea- 
ven , the conftant motion of the ft ars, 
the wonderful! temperature of 
the elements, doth fliew there is a 
God which guidcth thefe things s 
and by a confequent there is a God 
which made thefe things. Mercu- Adfilhm 
Has T rifmegiftus doth prove ir. Sin- f mm Ta * 
pula h&taftranon hmilem & dqualem 
curfum flaunt tn calo. eft qui Dm mit i 
cuique modum & magnitudtnem chy* fc fttjjiwi 
fits ttrmindvtt? Hrfahdcqua circa ft 
voluitur , & Mtverfum mundum ft- 
cvm circumferens , quu eft qu$ ei fa- 
brifecit inftrumentum ? quts eft qui 
mar iter -mimm i'wpojuit ? qui* eft qui 
terram ftabtlivit ? eft entm aliqU S 
Tati, qui horum omniHmfattor eft & 
Doming Impojfibtle emm eft > vel lo- 
cum j vel numerum , vel merJ.uram 
termmtri abfque faclore. When we 
fee the motion of the Planets and 
fixed Starrcs contrary one to ano- 
ther , the celeftiall Spheres in c >n- 
tinuall volubility , the mul -ipli- 
cicy of their motions > their diur- 
C 2 nail 
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natl or daily courfe from the Eaft to 
the Weft, their retrograde and vio- 
lent motion fromthe Weft to thcEaft, 
iheir ttcpidantmotion from the South 
to the North* When we fee the Sea 
farre higher then the Earth, and a 
fluide or liquid body , yet confined 
within the bankes that it cannot 
drownthe Earthi the Earth folid and 
firme under our feet that we cannot 
fincke 3 we muft confefle 6 fonnc 
Tatim> that there is one w'^ich is 
Lord and maker of thefe things , for 
it is impofliblc that every thing 
ftiould continue in due place, number 
and mealure i» and fo juft a propor- 
tion fhould be obferved without a 
Maker > and who could make thefe 
things but God ? therefore there is 
a God. To this booke of nature a- 
ereeth the booke of the Bible, who 

P Of. *9* iaith : The heavens decUre the power of 
Cjod> the Firmament jheweth the work* 
of his hands , one day teacheth ano- 
ther , and one night giveth know* 

Rom i. Udge to another. Againe, the math 
of god is revealed from heaven v 
tgainfi all uvgodliwffe and unrigh- 
Uwfr.Jfe of men > which dctdine 

the 
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the truth of God in Hnriqhfeoufhejfe^ 
for as much a that wtich may bd 
knowne of God is manifeft in them , for 
god hath Jhewed it unto them s fir the 
invtftbh i things of him, thatis, his 
cternall power and Godhead are 
fcene by the creation of the world, 
being confidered in his worker to 
the intent that they ftiouM be with- 
out f xcufe. 2W faith tHee cove* 
reth himfelfewith lights with a ^ W 
went^and jpreadeth the heavens like a 
curtame ? helayeth the bcamesefhis 
(hambers in the waters^ maktth the 
clowds his Chariots, andwalketh upon 
thewtngsofthz wind. In which words 
I doe not preflc them with the 
authority -of the Scriptures, becaufe 
the Scriptures are not of hfficimt 
credit with them , but with the 
reafons which are ufed in the Scrip, 
tures , which if they cannot an- 
lwer v they muft yeeld unto , and 
confefle that there is a God. And 
therefore I conclude againft them 
™ l ™\ manner : Wee fee daily 
effects before our eyes in all the 
elements, continuall motions in the 
heavens, but there can be noeffe<a 
c ? without 



^ittooi*^^' n0 a aion 
wt hout an agent , to_ w ^ 

lium. out the SmW ^ i^jp. 

^ W '^cannot bemadewuhout 
Ap«« cc *™ nltM oe without a 
aPaintcr,orsra v enl^ fwork 

wc take the »e , fouh « t bat they 
may not be denycu 

^^SerTbe^anyfecondarycaa- 
But, m overs» fotbere 

fes ' a8 TCone principall and 
above tbe.tett. 

Oriw . r !V2i7 in order of 
\rocdtt in * an ciU f cs 
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caufes fub-ordinate one to another 
and therefore there is no infinite' 
alceofion up in the fubordination of 
caufes , but at the length by amen- 
ding we muft come to the higheft, 
and wee muft in r» e,»fifteri> (W 
when we come there , becaufe we 
can goe no higher , and that is God. 
What naturall body focver is moved 
Hay it is moved by fome other which 
is higher then it felfe. For example : 
ine Iphere of the Moone which is 
the Jowcft of the heavens, is mo- 
ycd_bythefphereofJW 7 , which 
w higher then it, ^w/ 7 JS moved 
by VtnHi which is higher then it, 
Vtntu by the Sonne y the Sunne by 
UU+s, ^rsbyJnpiter. JupitJr 
by SatHtm, Saturn bythefpbercof 
the fixed ttarSjandfo weafcend untill 
we can go no higher, that is unto the 
heaven which is called Trimum m>~ 
to*> thefirft&higheft body which is 
luojedt to motion & volubility.- That 
alfo-is movedas well as the reft.not of 
it felfe , becaufe no naturall body can 
move itielfe, therefore it hath mo- 
tion from iome other, not from any 
©therbody, becaufe thcrccanbeno 
c 4 other 
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othet body above the higheft , there 
fore it muft of neceflity be moved 
by that which is a Spirit and not a 
body > not naturall bat metaphyfi- 
call , and that can be nothing elfe 
bnt God. In like manner* the Sunne 
,jT and a man doe beget aman . theSan 
and pntrifa&ion doe engender Flyes, 
and thefe things being fubje& toout- 
ward fenfes are therefore naturall 
bodyes, and becaufettuy are naturall 
bodyes they have fonrc caufes, two 
inward, which are matter and forme, 
and two ontward efficient and finall, 
and there is nature which hath his 
fecret motif n ; tell me therefore what 
is that? You will fay peradventure 
that is nature which tArifiotle de- 
fineth to be Trinctfmnt n*otm the be- 
ginning of motion you fry rightly, 
but that is inwaTd.therefore you muft 
befides thisaffigne an outward caufe 
of motion , and what is that? If you 
fay the Ayre, that is but a middle 
caufe , and therefore you muft afcend 
higher j for* if there be caufa media, 
there is a'fo pima , if there be a mid- 
dle or fubordmate caufe > thereis alfo 
a prineipall and firft caufe. And 

what 
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what isthat.butonely God, that/s, 
La T ""f*r*m , the caufe 0 f all 
other caufes , and from whence ali 
ot her things have their being ? Again, 

allagcntsdoenotworke alike f for 
one thing worketh of neceffity , and 

th« ,s nature, another thing worketh 
On thefe outward and indifferent 

necemty.^tbatisman.thcreL, 
ice wtdtum^tkifauoHis , a means 

which part/cipateth vvith [he ex?re! 
mi but there can be no meanc 
without two extremes, and the* 
can be no one excreame without the 

other, and therefore of neceflity th rc 
muftbeath,dag f ntwhich y woL 
Acth freely as nature worker!, of 

nece/Tity and man partlyof will and 
of neceffity. And that car, 

benothmgelfe.buc^^J^ 
even God which worketh free- 
% that no power is able to wither! 
biMvorke. Therefore I conclude 
thispomt with Job: Asketbebeads '<*», 
y they will teach thee, thefo vles 
ofthe heaven a. d they will (hewe 
w , ,. ! L Peake , 10 d earth, and 
WUJ tell thee : the fia,:s 0 f the Sea? 

c J and 
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and they (hall declare unto thee : who 
is ignorant of all thefe , but the hand 
of the Lord hath made all thefe ? 

Secondly , to leave the workman- 
fhip of the whole world, and to come 
toman alonewhich is bntone little 
part of the fame. If man goe no 
farther then himfelfe , be fliall fee 
God moft lively in himfelfe three 
manner of waves : Firft in hiscon- 
fcience and underftanding , Secondly 
in his naturall inclinttion he hath to 
religion. Thirdly in the excellency 
of the worke-manflhjp both of his 
body and his (bule. Concerning the 
firft ; I fay there is in every man at 
feme time or other an inward feeling 
of his confeience , which will he nill 
he , rmkctb him to confefie there is 
a God.' For, fuppofea man for his 
wickednefletobea monfterof men, 
a very (launder andreprochto man- 
kind » as Vjro was that flew his mo- 
ther , hisMafterand himfelfe: when 
he hath committed any haynous 
crime, he doth in his confeience 
fee that God doth behold it, that 
God doth pnrfue him > that God 
will woikccwftange although there 

' • * HERITAGE OENTtE b« 
jtam Whit* Ubf*i>j 
i ANpftBW UNIVERS' 



Jgainfl Atbeifme. yr 
J>e no witneffe to accufe him, no 
humane power above him to exe- 
cute ( jaftice U pon him. I wi u noc 
awell upon many examples, nci- 
therwHi Iinft ancein^U w ^ G 
apne as ever he had eaten the M i 
Apple hid himfelfe fom the pre. 
fence of God in the thicket : in He- 
rod wh.ch when he had beheaded 
pb* the Baptift wrongful],, , M 
thmketharhe was haunted by ul Mat ' ,; 11 

77 thls John rifen from the 

»°r in fr» which but i n <Z 
ttngto murtherhisbrothcr , watched Gcn * 4* 
" when he was in the fi-M 
*« .of the fiaht of hts pareats r 

vvillnotallealgetheauthorityof'the 

%th when no man purfueth h;™ 

Gjils which harenot the ESS***'* 

tfire ;tbe<effe<ft ofthc lawof God wrir- 
Jen mthetV hearts, their conferee 
bearmgwunefTe. and their thone us 
accufingorexcuiing on: another bc- 
caufe they think.- the B:b!c to be a 

partiall 
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pmiall judge, and no way compe- 
tent b.tweene them and as, and 
therefore I will allege one or two 
examples out of indifferent Authors 
» .■ „.« 0 tending to the famepurpo e. ; dp 
s'S ^ Pleading for a man which was 
i££T Was a Paracide, or one which 
had murthered his owne lather, 
allcagech this as an cfpeciall prooU 
ofhitinnocency, that in the whoo 
courfc of his. behaviour after his 

father was flaine, V^mf^f^ 
obferred in him which did favour of 

auoubkdconfcience. ^ fatk 
better cleering of Sextm^Cctm 
whofe caufe was then m hand , nc 
ancagethaformeresampleofat- 

ther and his (onnc , which in their 
travaylctookcupthcir lodging>and 
after (upper lay together in one I bed. 
the morrow after , the matter £ 
.hehoufecommrgbychancqintohe 
chamber, found the f«her ftrangled 

in his bed,and thc fonnc ilee«t>y 
his fide i wbenthe matter was- esa* 
lrdbytheH g es,thefonne^ 

acquitted by the eqmty of the Jaw 
as^aninnocent.beca^afe^vasthea 

held andb, them foadjud^^^* 
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matrerimpoflible, chat he ihould in 
to fhort a time have Hcpoif fo be rhat 
he had committed murther. A man 
ffith Tully , w hkh hath {ty ne his fa- Proy.,,. 
ther fall fcelc a thou&nd vexations 
.and furies of hell tormenting his 
.confcience, according to that faying 
of the Wife nun: a good confcience 
« a continual! feaft, but »on efipax . f „ , 

no mwaid peace, noqaietnes 7 
or confcience with fuch men as arc 
notonouny wicked A man I fay that 
hath committed any crying finnc, 
foall betray himfelfcby the working 
of his : owne .confcience , it wiii no? 
iufferhim totake his bodily reft, it 
will aiter his very face and counte- 
nance, as the Poet kith : 

Hen <jtt am digictleefi crimen non 

Oh how hard a i hing is it for a man um, ^ >t ' 
to keep ins countenance, an d not to 
blulh which hath committed -an of- 
fence ? The Lord laid to fan after he 
had commit ted ipurther : Why is thy 
countenance tail downe ?fuch a man Ge8, * 
fcarcth the wagging of every leafe, & 
theflyingofcverybird.Anobnoxioi's 
man watching, is like to-a phrenfic 



man 
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man fleeping , for the onerefteth not 
* fleeping, and the other refteth not 
waking) he cannot fit ftill* he can- 
not lyc ftill, he cannot fland ftill, 
nor abide long in any place. CaliguU 
the Tyrant was afraid of every bltft* 
Sucton/m Vjro when he had maflacred the 
caliguic. Chriftians > put Saint Psml to the 
fword , Saint Tctcr to the gibbet , 
wasfo terrified by apparitions , as he 
thought of Sainc Paul and Saint Pe- 
ter 3 which appeared at his bed fide 
in a drcame : and after he had put 
his mother tAgri^ina, to death \ he 
was fo ten ified in his confeience, that 
he knew not where to be flow him- 
felfe \ at the end for very griefe of 
mind he ran into a privy, and there 
mu ftabbcJhimfelfe. 

That I may cometo religion. Tnlly 
faith: Sunt qui vcgdnl Deos procrfr** 
tionem habere rernm bttmtoamm> 
Vtmm > lu quorum fentcntta fa/fa eft, ^uonim 
fc omnis rettgio inetnis ejfet. ReligiOii 
fheweth there is a God , for if there 
were no God > then could there be 
no religion. Bit e/ery mans foule 
naturally hath fometimes a feeling 
of religion > although he defpifc God 

and [ 
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y religion never fo much. This an- 

*W»™> Ibidem potU* 

"y °* the heathens i s a fuffi c ,>nr 
ftipaftone, then no God at a// 

yWaud extremity, be thevo e ! 

ncmng that in their owne naturall 
judgement which they have bv he 

if c ^dinftina of nature, here s 
™ • hgher then themfelve, one 
whofep^er is above the pawaof 

wr neipand delivery oar of rmnku 

neffe 
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neffe in this point the Atheifts them- 
felvcs that there is a God , for in 
their extremity of eriefe they cry out > 
oGod. It is an old and true Proverb : 
jQui nefcitorare, tranfeat mare , if a 
man know not how to ferve God, Jet 
Ion*r. him fayle upon the Sea > and it will 
make him to ferve God* When the 
Lord fent a great wind that the fliip 
was like to b: rent , the Mariners 
were afraid , and every one cryed un- 
to his God, they fayd unto Jonas: 
Thou deeper arife, and call upon thy 
God [ iffobe that God will think e 
upon us that we pctilVnot , and ( as 
the Text faith ) Then the men feared 
the Lord exceedingly, and offered Sa- 
crifices wtto him 3 and made vowes. 
And for this caufe>name ly , that men 
by the inftin& of nature do incline to 
religion, and a man is as much di- 
I ftinguifticd from a beaft by his feeling 
of religion as by his reafonable ibule ; 
After the flood T MercwM Trifee- 
pfriu and ^/^w^prefcribed lawes 
& rules ofreligion to the ^Egyptians, 
Mehjfm to the Cratians, Janus to the 
Ratines, Numa Pontpilw to the Ro- 
manes )Offbw and Gdmwio the 

Grecians^ 
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Grecians, as well as A&fofrA^ 
- to the Hebrews, the V c te 

fright way, all the reft in the 
EE"- *F befidt 
Gods their rules and princrnS 
the religion which they pSed^ 

turetheyknewthercwasaGod 
And thar I may defend unm *L 

«icre is a dod , It is truelv faid that 

mannnpofman himfclfedoth abun- 
d ntJy witncflc that there is a Go/ 

thl a /u na ? ' and " after w«d into 
theftateofhisbbdy. There is in £ 
^onely an infinite cap city W„ 
[°much that the more it P S^ 
^ more iti $ able toleatne. Itt 
JWe ro conceive not onely the whole 
bntaIfo lW0 worlds, y M , 
'"finite worlds , Jt is 0 f infi 

W ; ^tfpeakeo(!D rf «,w,vyhich W as 

man 
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man of many defires , nor of tMafis 
Exod * JJ ' whichinthis tranfttorylifedefircd to 
fee the very face of God V bat of 
Alexander the great , which when he 
thought he had fuhdued the whole 
world <, yet was not therewith con. 
tented , but affe&ed more worlds : 
and hearing a Philofophcr fay there 
were infinite worlds , wept for gricfe 
to thinkc how great a labour it (hould 
be for him to fubdue them all > as if 
he had hoped to conquer all. Mans 
appetite is never fatisfied: give him 
aCity> he deftreth a Kirgdome : give 
him a Kingdome,he affc&eth an Em- 
pire: give him an Empire > hedefi- 
rcth a world. If he could be made 
Lord of the whole world, and knew 
that befides that there were no more, 
yet would he not reft there , but de- 
fir cfomewhat which is greater thea 
the world. And what can that be but 
onely God? So then , forafinuch as 
man is not fatisficd with knowledge 
and contemplation , but laboureth to 
know more (that ftill Ariftot/espro- 
pofition (hall be verified in him : Om- 
Mtitfkj. If #es homines naturatiter fcire defidetant, 
all men naturally are. defirous of 

know- 



it CI. 
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therefore there is feme e^her «Zu 
whfebi, iowmttbte and rnoft " b 

flanceofmansfo^hathnothi'ori 
8.naiorbeginnmgfro ma ' h, ;S; 
ml! thing -WertiinotorWa, 

whenlcometofpcakc of the foule 

^Jcaufc, buristheefrectoffucba 

caufe 



Si 



dd filium 
Taiium. 
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caufcasfisfupernaturalband metaphy- 
ficall,andtnat is God. 

Bat to leave the fouIeofman,and 
come to his body. Me*curius Trtfme- 
gifiw writethofit in this fort :&t^ 
opificem etiam per mortal/a intueri , 
cogtta o fili, hominisin uterofabricam s 
& op/ficis exatta artifcium , expended f 
& qmfnam arttfex pulchram hanc & 
divinatn hominu maginem condat, 
qntfnam ft qui ocnlos circumfcribats 
n#res& awres per f or avert t, <n ape* 
ruerttj nervos extenders & colligave* 
tit 5 venas tn € amies eforaverit % off* 
induraverit y carni cuttm tircumdt* 
dent , fogitos & arUculos ditttnxerit, 
fedibns ba(tm dtlataverit , jp/enem ex- 
tenders )poros cavaverit f hepar latum 
freer it 5 pulmonem perforaverit , ven- 
tremcapacem fecerit , honor abitia pa- 
lam fgmavertt , turpia abfeenderit ? 
vide ^uotartes tn una mater ia^nU h<tc 
omnia fecit ? qtt& mater ? cjHu pater ? 
nif folns immanifejUs "Dens ? If 
thou ( 6 man ) wilt fee the invi- 
fible workc-man, doe but thinke 
upon man how hce is framed in 
the wombe : who made his eyes 
round % his cares and noftrils ho- 

low> 
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of the world > they confeflcd there 
was a God. Empedoslesiz^x^us 
tftenjut centrum eftubiqHC, circum- 
ferentia mem nufyudm> God his cen- 
ter is every where, his circumference 
no whvc<Socrates called him MagnA \ 
Judtcem , the great Judge , as 7 ullj 
. witneffeth : Plato acknowledged him 
?m a sck inallhis worker Jrislotlahc&a- 
recoil tcft of all which indeed was cquiva- 
*.i;*io.Ient to allthePhilofophers; 1 may 
juftly fay , there is almoft no leafe in 
his works, but in itheinferteth the 
name of God (even as almoit no page 
of the Bible, but in it is oaderflood 
Mli.c.4. thc ntme of Chrift ) who is called by 
dec*lo,iu him; Trima caufa, caufa caufar»m> 
s.9*l *.c.i. ensentiunh primus motor , author om- 
MetapbjJ, n mm y Ihx Atern^fimfltctjfimm^Hs^ 
1UC * 7 * conditor mmdi > infinites, immexfus % 
ineffabilis Dew> Theftrlt caufe, thc 
caufe ofcaufes, the effence of all 
things; of whom ah things have their 
being > the fir* mover , the author of 
all things, the etermll light, molt 
pure adhmaker of the worlds infinite, 
" . unmeafurable > unfpeakeable God. 
" J/11 Artftottc when he lived, was acctifed 
Afiftot, by Hicro the Prieft, becaufe > Contra 

patrios 
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patriosmorts & rttus muhitudine deo- 
rummmm [olum&verum Denm ag»*- 
vit , Contrary to the religion of bis 
Country where manyGods ■^wor- 
shipped* he acknowledgeaPIt one 
ontly true God, And when he dyed, 
the laft words which he fpake were 
thefe; Enscntwmmifircrtmei, God 
have mercy upon me. Thc like was 
acknowledged by Mercnrius Trifme* 
gift**. guidDeus? mmutabikbonum. 
Mmdus f alius eft propter hominem, & 
homo propter Deum. What isGod?D'f"M« 
an immutable goodneflfe, the world & P bi! fa 
was made for man>and man for God j 
Ego filt % & hHmamtatts gratia, &erga Strm.U. 
Denmpietatis b<ec fcribo- I write this 
tra& (myfonne) in regard of my 
love towards man , and my duty to- 
wards God* Illud verb ex mente Ixci- 
ium verbum filius Dei> That fame 
pure ward which is borne of God is 
the Sonne of God. Natnra diving 
prineipifim enttnm , The Divine na* 
lure is the beginning of all things. 
Deus& pater, &bonnm eavdemha- Cl * w: 
bent nat warn : quid eft T*cus > pater* 
& bonnm , ytiam omnium ejfe { 
Ccd the Father and goodnefle* have 

the 
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the fame nature , what is Godjthft 
Father „ and Gcodnefle 9 but the 
very effence, and being of all things ? 
Here 'tfjuanifeft acknowledgment 
of thflmnity. To leave particular 
men, what anfwerthe Atheiftsto the 
judgement of the world ? the confent 
of Nations? T^draweth his argu- 
ment in this manner: Deosejfenoneft 
dubitandnm , quoniam eorumnotittam 
omnium animts iffa impreffit natHra > 
that there is a God, it is without 
queftion, becanfe all nations doe 
acknowledge and confefle him by the 
inftinft of nature. But in another 
place iairh he : Omnium con [infos vox 
nam a eft , rhe confent of all men is 
the voyce of nature it felfe. 1 have 
(hewed how all Nations 'imbface 
feme religion or other have their Al- 
rars , their Priefta, theirGods:asthe 
Hebrews from Mofts>{o the j£gyp^ 
tians from ^Mercury , the Grecians 
from LMiltftts, the Latines fir om p\ 
nHSi the Roman* from Nttma , the 
Greekes from Or f hens and 1 Cadmus, 
and all Nations from orte or other. St. 
Juguftin faith, concerning miracles : 
Non nunc neceff aria fmi y ut olim, mi- 

racula, 
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raeuUy tttmfafta ertnt neeejfario pri#f~ Ctvimh 
tjuam crederet mundm 3 adhicut ere~ Dfi »' z2fi 
deret wtundutfluifa** amem adhvc>nt c *?' 8 ' 
credatprodtgia requtritmagnum eft ip« 
ft predigium, qui mundo credent e , nen 
credit .Now miracles are not fo necefc 
fary as in times paft they were y before 
they were neceffary,thatfo tht world 
might beleeve, but now he is a mira- 
cle his felfe that will not belccve, be- 
canfe the world beleeveth. But fay ft 
as he is a wonder that will notbeleevc 
that which the world beleeveth: fo he 
is a monfter which will not confeflfc 
that which the world confefleth. 

A fourth ; argument to prove 
there is a God, is the great multitude 
of miracles which hive beene mani- 
fefted to the world y evenfuch things 
as are far above the ftrength of nature* 
and therefore neeis mnft proceed 
from fomc Higher and fupernaturall 
canfe , and who is that metaphyseal! 
caufobut even N*turanaturans> God 
himfelfe?Forexample,(lightlytopafle 
over fo many earthquakes which have 
overthrowne whole Cities as Eutro- 
ptzts fheweth : how the yeare after 
Saint Pauls death the City of Colof- 
D fus • 
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fus was fwallowtdup for defpifmg 
Saint Tmls do&rine. They are not 
unacquainted with the HiftonograA 
phers which fhew bow by an earth- 
quake the Hand of Sicily was made 
an Hand being before one mtine 
continent with Italy t bow Europe 
and Africa were parted when Spaim 
was divided from Barfjary which be- 
fore were one Land? Andthatlmay 
ipeake that which mine eyes have 
icene * Vittma the chiefe City of Au- 
stria is now more fubjed to earth- 
quakes then other places in rhc 
yyorldbefides , info much that there 
isfcarce one houfe in the City which 
hath not one rent or other in the 
flone wall, which came onely by 
earthquakes. And becaufe that place 
hath beenmore fubjeft to earthquaks 
then other places i one of the Bifhops 
of that Sea heretofore devifedacer- 
taine prayer continually to be faid in 
the Churches ot .Vtcnna to this cf- 
fe& , that God would defend that 
City from earthquakes. Let the 
Atheift fatisfie me by a naturall rea- 
fon concerning this point , elfe 
let him cotjfefle that there is a 

fuperua- 
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fupernaturall caufe , which if they 
doc, that is God. What canthey fay to 
fo many Grange Eclipfes, to fo many 
prodigious raines? as when it rayncd 
blood >fic(h , ftones, coles of fire, 
of which they may read ac large in of >. , . 

what fay they to fo many Comets ap. Uvm /. 4 .' 
pearing in the ayre> after which ftii]* 4 ^ j. cj. 
doeinluethe death of fo many 
ecs, as namely the Comet which 
appeared in the yeare 1506, after 
which infued the death of Philip 
King of Spain, fonne and heyreto 
(Maximilian the Emperour, Philip 
Prince Elector of jLhenc , Albert 
Duke of Bavaria, Pope Jttlj the fc- 
coadjohn King of Sttecia andAW- 
gia , Lewis King of France, iMaxu 
milian theE-nperoar , the Bifliop of 
Sp>re, the Archbifliops of Coltmni 
I CWagdebmg , the Venetian warres, 
l the warres betweene the Turke and 
the Perfian , the King 'fcf Dwmarhe 
Chriftian driven out of hi* Kingdoms 
{ Hungary invaded , and %hcdes taken 
/ by the Turke, Lmis KingofflW. 
ry llayne, who can give a natura l 
IjMfon of this } ard many other like 
D a unttt 



6% AgainjUtkeifme. 

.isnto this ? Butlwillftand cfpecially 
upon wo things which havetroubled 
tbe wife men of the world 9 let the 
Athcifts yecld naturall reafons hovr 
thefe things could be , elfe let them 
confeffe there isaGod which is above 
M«» i. nature. Firft the Starre which appea- 
red at the birth of our Saviour;, being 
ttlf k neither a fixed Starre , nor yet a Pla- 
net j for it was nothing like unto ei- 
ther of them , if we doe refpeft the 
.motion of it, the place where , and 
the time when it appeared > and the 
nfe whereunto it Served : For, it nei- 
ther moved as the fixed ftarres from 
the Eaft to the Weft , nor as the 
Planets fiom the Weft to the Eaft, 
but from the Eaft to theSo th * the 
like never heard of before nor fince. 
When the Sunne fhindit alfo fhone, 
when the wife men cam* to Talefti- 
r*a it went before them , when they 
came to Jerusalem it vanned away, 
when they went to Bethleem it went 
before themagaine* as if it were a 
creature indued with reafon and un- 
demanding, it (hevved the very houfe 
whererhe Child did lye, where as a 
natural! ftarre j by reafen of the g eat ? 

diftance 
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diftance bctweene heaven and 
earth , could not difcover unco them 
rhe place and fcituation of a great' 
City , much Iefle of a fmall houfe: 
wheri they went forward > it went 
forward, when they flood ftill, it 
flood ftili: And as Saint Auguftine 
faith; Quid em tlUftellaniJimagnK 
fica Imgna coeh , qua nec unqnam 
antea tnter Jidera afparuit \ nec 
foflea demon firattda perwanjtt? quid 
erat nifi magnified lingua cceli % qua 
gloriamDei narraret % qua, inufitatnrn 
Virgmis partum innfttato fulgore cU- 
timet y cut non feftea apparent i Evan- 
gtlium tcto Orbe faccedcret ? What 
ftarre was that which was never 
feene before nor fince , but the 
wonderfull voyce of heaven which 
(bould declare the glory of God 1 
and publifli to the world , the un- 
uliiall Chiidbearing of a Virgin , 
by an unufuall brightneffe , which 
(hould never afterward appeare a- 
gaine , but in flced of it flionld be 
the glorious G 0 fpcU of Jefas 
Chrilt > If you askemewhat proofc 
I have hefides the Gofpeli that 
ever there appeared fuel/ a ftarre : 
D j wuneffc 
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tpu&mii Wltne ffe Ignatius which faw our Sa* 

Tmml. viour in the flefh • ^ttdmtim the 
Poet , tMacrobifu a profeffed ene* 
my to Chriftian religion , which tefti- 
fieth the fame* And it is not unwor- 
thy of obfervation , that not the Ma- 
niches , not C*V**> not Porphyry* not 

j rt Julian in all their cavels againft the 
floryofthe Cofpcll, did no wayfo 
much as in a word take exception 
againfhhis ftory of the ftarre, that 
might elevate or extenuate the truth 
thereof. And therefore concerning 
this , I may fay with I gnat it* > Kins 

Ailfotf* tvawitrnwdifepcntUi praftig**f*~ 
tt& funtntig*, magia rifts* omw ritw 
mlitia aboUti* ignorantUcaligofu- 
gttta, cjuttm Dm & hmo*ft***h & 
homo m Vctu oyer abater. In this the 
witedome efihc world was proved 
tabebiit folly, the wife in their wife* 
dome it proved but a toy [ their ma- 
gick ridiculous , all their fnperftitious 
rites were abolifhed , the clowds of 
ignorance difperfed > when God ap« 
peared to the world as a roin , and 
man as ifhe were God. Andfecondly, 
what naturall caufe can they al- 
icadge of that great Eclipfe of 

frivol 
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the Sunne , which contrary to na* w Al , 
ture lafted from the fixth home to the * 
ninth j and darkened the face of the 
Whole earth ? For firft of all the 
Aflrologers knew well that all. Ecli- 
pfes of the Snnne which have been, 
from the beginning of the world, 
( that onely excepted ) have becne 
according to the rules of Arte and 
thenatureof an Eclipfe, which Jo. 
hamesdc Sacnbujto defincth in this tibtode 
manner : Eft inttrpfttio hunt inttr S^m 
aipetlum mftrum & SoUre corptu, 
An mterpofaion of the Moone be- 
tween the body of the Sunne and 
our fighbwhicb, as hefaith,cann 0 tbe, 
but^ww Luftafiteritip capitevelcatt* 
da DrAcontfiveJprtpe^tlitifraMe- 
tasfitpradtaas^inconjittEltonecHm 
Sole, Whea the Moone is in the 
heador tayle of theDra^on, or there* 
abouts j and in conjunction with the 
Sunne. And forafmuch therefore as 
the Eclipfe of the Sunne which was ac 
the timeofthePaflbno/our Saviour 
Chrift , was when it msf/emlum* 
m > a full Moone , not conjmBh 
fivt novilunium, not a conjun&ion 
of the Sunne with the Moone , or 
0 4 new 



UMoonhcconclndcth that it was 

comfcofnature. Ag»ne ,he foeweth 
thatwhcntheSwnisEchFfcd .a" the 

h«aufe of the difteience of the 

^darkened the 

therefore*™ % C ""S 7„. 
totheaftontaentofAcworid m 

fomuch,that « 
attheven twneof the Bcliplc , oe- 

MSB 

for he Tpate«f ArcehoureJ , which 

endure the w ro a„ 
Creator , therefore the 5^ 
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withdrew his beames becaufe he 
would not bthold fo wicked a fa6t 3 as 
that the Lord cfglory (hould foungra- 
cioully be put to death. But the 
Atheifts Will aske me , how lean 
nuke proofe by any faving the Evan- 
gelid , that there was ever fuch an 
Eclipfe ? I anfwer , that forafmuch as 
at that time when the Eclipfe was* 
darke^tfe was not onely in Judea 
but through all the whole world and 
then foreattha<: time not onely 2>/o- Cmtr*Cd* 
ny^m the Areopagite \ but alio t\[^ ml% ^ 
inhabitants ' f the whole earth could 
witnefie , as Sa ne Origen anfwered. 
But leaft they fhould thinkewe are 
utterly voyd of the teftimony af 
heathen' writers : Origen diluting 
agamft C e/fits theEpicure 3 an enemy 
to 'Chrift iam faith, pioueth it unto him? 
not by the teftimony of the Gofpeil > 
but of Phlegon a famous ^hronicler>^^^ 
fervant to Adrian the Emperonr, rlpJZd 
as .S Midas reciteth HfhUgom words, Shuim. 
Ph/egon his felfe did give his owne 
judgement of this Eclipfe, that it 
was prodigious And Tertnlhrn 
difputmg cvith the Gentiles , pre 
vcth the fame Eclipfe out ofthir* 
D 5 cwne 
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s owneWriters , faying: Lteummn- 
di cafumr datum in archivu veflru 
ybetU. Yee have the very fame 
occurrent reared in your owne 
records. 

A fift reafon to prove tbere is a 
God, is the variety of pumlhments 
which have beene infliScd upon the 
Atheifts from time to time which 
la*A«. havedenyedGod:H^^««v»hich 
yktodo.ty. beingfo great a wamour, beheaded 
s*b <">'• int h? middle of his owne Campe by 
H**! u a Mi. woman , hucian doomed 

£g& with^ogges , 
tlV ftrooken dead with a dart from hea- 
ven, *y*rrittt who dyed with his 
bellybreaking,andhis bwvels gufa- 
ing out as he fate upon the privy, 
Ohmpm wafhinghimfelfe in a bath, 
aad blafpheming the Trinity , while 
marry men looked upon him, was 
confumed fcddenly with three fiery 
darts , the points of all three meeting 
in one. Let the Athcilts fhew how 
thefe things could otherwise be done, 
but by the extraordinary hand of Al- 
mighty God, orclfe if they cannot, 
let them confeflethe God whichdtd 
thefethings. 



Ag/tirtft A tbeifmt. 7 j | 

A fact reafon to prove there is a 
God» is the confeflionof the devils 
tbemfelves. For what onedcvillcan- 
fefleth , is theconfeflton ofthrm all, 
for %jgnttm divifvm nonptejlfiart y 
the kingdome of Satan being divi- 
ded within it fclfc cannot ftand» 
Neither will I for confirmation here- 
of alledge the authority of Saint J a- M «- 
met which faith , 7 hey beleeve and Uc ' x * 
tremble, of Saint Luke which wri- 
teth of the devils confelTion faying : 
Chrifi Iknmv : and Paul I know : of AS, rj. 
Saint Marke, where the devill faith Mar, 1. 
toour Saviour : / know thee , that thou j: x j" 7 ' 
art even that holy one of God> nether ' 
how Mojet his roH devoured the 
Serpents which was made by the 
Sorer r ;rs of «/£&rf*, now tnc y cou 'd 
not make lyce , hecaufe their power 
was reftrained by an higher power, 
the finger of God , how T)agon fell 
downe before the A: ke of God , an 1 
could not (land in the Ch.i >ocll 
where it flood : b . cairfe they (hall 
not fay I am partial! But whar an- 
fvercan t^ey *rake to the genera 11 tfJ'Cker 
filence o F all 0 acles , batlp many *J. 
Oracles ipeakin^ before the time 'of dt dkimt ' 

our 
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Mm our Saviour Chrift ^ all were by him - 
sdvafi* tQ fi)encc ? ^hat mfac can they 

make tothac famous ftory of theOr*- 
Mavjji cle o[ Apollo at Delphi , which when 
f.70M9. t%w the Etnpcrour offered fa- 
flffcpk cr ifi cc un to him , to know the reafon 
M. f.;i.*« ofchar unwonted Glence unheard of 

informer times , gave this for the 

!aft anfwer, as being never to fpeake 

a game. 

; Me puer Hebrsu?* dtvos Dens iff 
gnbtrtians 
Cederefcde \ttbet % tnflmqm redirc 

fab or cum 
*Aris ergo dchinc tacittu abcedtto 
twftriu 

An Hebrew Childc , his felfe a God, 

which other Gelds doth quell, 
Bids mebefilent, leavemy feate,and 
get mc downeto hell* 

From this fame place depart 

therefore : 
This Oracle will fpeake no 
more* 

Which anfwer being given, Atiga- 
fi»s crefled an Altar in the Capitol 

t -- 1 - of 
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ofW,withrhisinfcri P tionineraven 
ThcA, tar flhefiab nW 

otOod. Seeing therefore the devils 
f" C , hr V ft ' fuch m « as will not con- 

Laftofall, it fiandeth withcood 
reafon that it foould be the S3 
opinion for the Atheift, to holdite 
tbereiiaGod. fcrif febe th«tf« e 
werenoGod.herecouldcomcnoeurt 

ZZ b u deS th€mfelv « Elding 

fi ninj them for their opinion. But 
^iobethattherebeaGod(a S Ihave 
FOveduntothemthattheriisS 

fire or the r contempt, becaufe their 
would.n 0£ beleevei, a n5S 

» hisname. Therefore icon cu d c 
wuhthe A poftl e: ^^ n ^ 

the neartbeleevetoriphtioDfnM 

oow,bothofthingsinheaven,and 

things 
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thinesin earth .andthing; under the I 

earth and let every tongue confefle, 
that TefusChria is the Lord , onto 

hegloryofGod the Father. Amen. 



Chatter V. 
Wh*t God is, 
g*\ Ainc Chryfoft"^ faith : Ego 

itinera »>[><»<>» 

F^theSonneandthe^holy- 
Ghoft Forunleffelunderftandic 
fotleantbytheholyaadu^dm. 
j j Tr ;„i tv , whctiby 1 »m Uvea » 
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regenerateth and new hegetteth , Of 
one all things,in one all things By one 
all things, From whence, By whom, 
and in whom tre all things , Life 
which livcth # Life of him which li- 
veth,thequicknet of ail things which 
are living, One of htmfclfe , One 
of another , One of them both. The 
principles of humane arts and libe- 
rall feiences are by themfelves 
*ut*ptfia not to be proved by the 
fame arts. An Arithmetician cannot 
prove by Arithm.tkke that Omnis 
mmer weft par Mtimpar, every num- 
ber is even or oddc. The Mufician 
cannnot prove by his owne Arc 
that two crotchets makes a quaver, 
became thefe be principles of Arith- *$*lu 
meticke and Muficke. All principles, !• 
as vfrifiotle teacheth in his Demon- 
ftrattons, if they be demonftrated 
muft be demonftrated by the Meta- 
phyficks which are of an higher na- 
ture, but that the principles of the 
Metaphyficks cannot be demoaHra- - 
ted becanfe there is no higherfcience. 
But for as much as Divinity is the 
hrgheft, it is cnonghfor us tobeleeve 
tnc principles thereof without far- 

the r 
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thcrfearching.andhwisiheman 
which feeth not the reaion ho w they 

thevarelb. No man hath feene God 
anytime, becaufe he ftMfcfc 
tf 7«//r faith : Vtt cent* , it* 

The eyefeethnot tumlelfc , and tte 
fo„le im^erftandeth other thing 
better then ii felfr. And that th« 
■ faying MeteiffumM™ thyfclte, 
* rmeantinreSrdofthefouleof 

Lnbeauleitifohardtoconcetve 
what it is. ButiffobetWaneye 

it have not feeneGoJ,if a man cannot 
JuHyunderlUndhimfafeMtoW 
he fo pertly conceive and defii« 

whatGodis, vvhich -sfo infinttdy 
* above himfeife ? That which is fin te 
him which is i^ite, thecreatvjethe 
Crcator,the P ipkinthepmk:nM.ke. 
hewhichismaaeofv.lecla y hirnth 
bath rrade all thngsotnothmgBdC 

finfiul man 5 was notable tobtholdthe 
glory of God, and therefore fafbk 

So let us which, hate Dm MOT 

braises 
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brains fo far demonftrate faith by rea- 
ibn,as faith may be difecrnee by reafon. 

ThePhilofophers,as Saince^^p- Magfler 
ftin faith; feckn g after the nature o(ft*tmt.L 
Godjfoundthat he couldnotbea bo- ^As* 
dy 3 and therefore concluded that he 
was farre more excellent then all bo- 
dies >and therefore a Spirit , that he 
could not be fubje& to change > and 
therefore that he was above all bo- 
dies and foules which are fubje&to 
alteration : that all mutable thbgs 
have their beginning from thatwhich 
is without all fhadow of change or 
mutabiliry , and that he which is ncftj 
thus fubje&is ftmply of himfeife de- 
pe ndingofnothingjbut all other things 
tiave their dependance on him. 

Againe,they confidered that all 
fubflances are other bodies oifpirits, 
and that a fpirit is more excellent 
then a body > but that to be moft ex- 
cellent which hath made both the 
body and the fpirit. They confide- 
red likewjfe, that th6 fhape of the 
body is difcerned by the outward 
fenfes , and the fpirit is perceived 
by the undemanding , but th*t 
which is onely undcrftood is better 
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then that w hich is fcene , and that 
there was fonaethingmore excellent 
then both thefe , and by fo many 
wayes God is knowne . Therefore, 
for as much as God is one fitnple ef- 
fence, not compounded of any parts, 
not confifting of any accidents > and 
yet fubfifting : and the Apoflle fpea- 
keth of him in the plurall number , 
R©m 4 i. faying: the invifible things of him are 
feene by the creation of the world : 
becaufe the truth of God is knowne 
and perceived by many meanef* 
through the things which he hath 
made :by the continuance ofhiscrea. 
tures is undcrftood his eternity, by 
the greatnefife of th em his omnipo- 
tency i by the excellent order where- 
by he hatndifpofed them, his wifdora, 
by his government and prcfervation 
of them in that comely and decent 
order, his goodneffe , and all thefe 
things doc belong to the unity of his 
fobftance. 

Therefore not to fpeake of the au- 
thority of the holy Bible, whereat 
the Baptifme of our Saviour , the 
bluffed Trinity did fenfibly appeare, 
the Fatherinavoyce , the Sojiqe in 

a man 
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a man > the boly^-Ghoft in a Dove, Mat.j. 
how in the beginning the Father 
made, the Sonne fpakc, and the ho- 
]y-Gh®ft mooved upon the waters, 
Ban eUhm creavity Aii ,feu *Dm Gcn«i. 
TrwW) averbeofthe fingular num- 
ber is joy ned to a nominative cafe of 
the plurall to fliew that thefe three 
are one, how when three Angels 
came to v4t>raham his houfe, he Gcn.i$, 
proftrated htmfelfe to them as unto 
God , which- could not be without 
the crime of idolatry , unleffc they £( . $ 
had beeneGodrhow famttimes:be * 
fpaketo theminchcplucati numbei as 
unto three per fons , and fometimes 
in the fingnlar as unco one God ; how 
th e Angelscry in heaven. Holy> h% 
ly, holy , Lord God of Sabboth; three 
times holy and once Lord, to fhew- 
that there w^re three perfons and 
oneGod; But if I comeonelytofhew 
the backe parts of God > fofarreas 
by earthly comparifons he tmy be 
made manifeft unto ftnfull man : the 
Atheift doth aske how it can (land 
with fenfe and reafon that three 
fiiould be one j and one (hould be 
three ? 

Firft 
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Firft let the Atheift take example 
by OUmptut the Anion > which wa- 
fting himfelfe in the Bath contemp- 
tuoufly asked bow this might be ?bnt ' 
was feddenly deftroyed by three firy 
sdeltiM dartsient from heavcn,and the points 
&ntad.i.l, of thefe three joyning all in one, to 
** lh others teach by his example , how it 
is neceflary to beleevs , but no way 
fafe to make a doubt of the principles 
of Divinity ,1 and to call intoqueftion 
fuch deep myfteries of our faith , and 
yet to (hew that three might be one, 
and one three. 

Secondly, the number of three are 
one numben, and yet three unities in 
Arichmetick > a triangle is three an- 
gles and one figure in Geometry, 
three gimbales compa&ed together 
are one ring , and yet three , as 
they be dif-joyncd , and concer- 
ning thefe things no doubt is 
made. So you fee by familiar exam- 
ples how one may be three, and thefe 
three notwithftandingonc. 

Thirdly , inthe Sunne which flii- 
neth in the firmament , there 
are the body of the Snnne , the 
brightnefle which procecdeth from 

the 
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thebody, and the heate which pro- 
ceedeth from them both. So in 
the Triniry , there k the Father from 
whom all things are, the 'Sonne 
which is the brightnefle of his Fa- Heb. u* "] 
thers glory, and ingraven forme ofhis 
perfon , and the hoIy-Ghoft, which 
is the heate and love of them both. 

Fourthly,in the fire there are light, Pf ' wl «*»fc 
>flame,and heate,the fire cannot be di- 
vided,neithercanthe Trinity. 

Fiftly , there are three powers and 
faculties of the foule of man, the Me- 
mory , the Undemanding , and Will, 
thefe three arcfeverall faculties , yet 
the foule is one. All thefe three doc 4**Tri 
comprehend one another, For man ' 4 
rememb-eth that he hath Memory, 
Will and Undemanding. TheUnder- 
ftanding likewife comprehendeth all 
three, for man underftandeth that he 
hath Underftandmg, Will and Me- 
mory. The Will comprehendeth all 
three , for ma n is willing that he fhall 
will , and under ftand, and remember. 
So the Father comprehendeth him- 
felfe, the Sonne and the holyGhoft, 
the Son comprehendeth himfelfe , the 
Father and the holy-Ghoft , the holy- 
Ghoft 
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Ghoftcomprehcndcthhisrafclfc! the 
Father and the Sonne. 

Sixtly > that which underftandeth, 
and that which is undcrflood , are til 
one, when the mind rcfle&ed upon 
it felfe, underftaiidcthicjreJfe* So, 
God the Father from evcrlafting un- 
demanding himfelfc begat his Sonne 
coetcrnall with himfelfc : as a unity is 
not of any other, but of it felfe, and 
yet begetteth a unity of it felfe ; fo 
God the Father which is of none, yet 
undemanding of himfelfc , durum 
fe } mn nlmd \ general , begetteth of 
himfelfe another, not in nature, but 
in perlbn from himfelfe* which yet is 
all one with himfelfe. Againe* that 
which underftandcth and is nnder- 
ftood is allone with that which is be- 
loved^ when the underftanding doth 
love it felfe i and then it is one and 
the felfe fame thing which loveth, 
and is beloved , and there is the ho- 
ly-Ghoft, all one with the Father 
and the Sonne. And fo as it were in 
the glafle of nature , is reprefented a 
lively image of that fffentiall love 
and under ft&Admg by which the Fa- 
ther , the Sopne ,and the holy;Ghoft 

doe 
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doe love and underftand each other 
from all eternity. 

■ % Laftofall, in every thing which 
is made and framed by the art of 
man, there be ncceflarily three 
things , and y C t thefe three make one, 
matter, fliapcand order: by the 
matteris reprefented the Father , by 
the fliapc the Sonne / which is the 
Image of his Father, by the order the 
hoiv-@hoft, which ordereth and dif- 
poleth all things. 

I conclude with Saint tsfugHfiin: 
TeTatrtm ingenitnm, teF ilium mi- 
\ genitum i te Syiritum }arac/ctHm*b 
Htrifyne frocedenten , celmm &ve- 
ner*mhr> We prate and worfhip 
thee 6 God the Father unbegottcn, 
the Sonne oaely begotten I the holy 
Spirit the comforter proceeding from 
them both. 



Cha p. 
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Chapter YI. ; 

That there is hut one God. 

. T"V *Avid faith) that the God of 
P M °' I JGodscventhe Lord hath fpo- 
| J ken , And called the earth 
even from the rifiog of the Sunne to 
the going downe thereof. In which 
words ootwithftanding , be doth 
nor intimate rhat there be many 
Gods, but one, for he called the other 
Go-lsfo, by a figure called ' Iroma, 
Gen, i . or Sarcafrtttt, as God did by Adam 

when he faid: Behold Adamis like { 
one of us , when tie meant nothing 
lefle. Such Gods are but creatures 
a s I have fhewed , and by nature they 
are not Gods. Such Gods were the 
Idols of the nations, of which Saint 
E^heU Pad faith : they rumed thermth of 
Rom. i. God into a lye > and worlhipped the 
creature for the Oatour. Such God s 
wee Dagon, Remphan, Jfhtarothfht 
Gods of the Philifiims^oabites, I 
Sidonians. But even as Aaron rod 
Exod.7. devoured the Serpents of the force. 

rers, fothe God of the PhMjlinesDa- i 

gott fell 
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fell downe before the Arke of the t Sat* 
Covenant where the true God was 
prefent, to (hew that fuch Gods 
were but counterfeite Gods, and 
vaine like to them which pat their 
truft in them. Of fuch Gods faith De chiutt 
Saint Auguftin : V^c idto Trotaperiit »ei,iu,i. 
quia Minervamptrdidit, quid cum 
ipf»priH4\Miuervaperdidit> ut peri, 
ret? a» forte, cuttodtsfuos? hoe fane 
verum eft , quippe tilts cwfispotnit au- 
ferri , neque homines a fmmlachro , at 
Jimulachrum ab hoviinibus fefvaba- 
tur. §>uo mado erg* \celebratur ut pa- 
triate cuftodtret &cives, qua futimu 
potuit cufiodire cuftodes ? Troy was 
not therefore ovfrthrowne, becaulc 
" loft the Idol] of the Goddcs Mi- 
nerva , but tell I pray you what the 
Idoll did loP , Snt, that it felfefhould 
be alio loft? you will fay fhe loft her 
keepers, and ye fay the truth, for 
wbenthe keepers of herTemple were 
flUine, it was no maftcry to fleale the 
Goddesaway, for it was not the idoll 
that kept the man, but the man did 
keep the Idoll. Ho w abfurd a thing 
therfore was it to worfhipfuch acod- 
des as a defendor and keeper of the 
E Gty, 
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Gityj which was nbt able to kcepc 
hcrfcife nortbe keepers of herChap- 
_ pell? Whereas fiith* 

ytrvimqtte nepotitH, fftofae tibi 
emwendae Troia penates : Si auteto 
Vir$}liHtUks c Deos , vittos dicit, 
& Ht tfei viBi *jtio>ifUo Mode evaderirit 
tidfoiHicbmmendatos dementi* ef 
Wfiftmarthii tiitoribttt RomM ftp ti- 
ter fuiffe cemmipm , &[nifteot amiff- 
fet, Hon fotmffe vaflari! Jmo, Decs 
vittostan*itimdefenforei eolere , quid 
alittd eft ipwm tionnnwna fova, fed 
dimcntamahi? Nen Rmaperitjjetji 
illi ptritffent , fed HH mxUo antea 
terhjfent , nifi ees %sma firvaffet. 
HeUor in Virgil faith : his G»d was 
- conquered 3 and hecotnmendeth them 
to the tuition of trfineai. Rut what 
madnefle was itto imagin that %ome 
was wifely committed to the prote- 
tc&ion of fuch Gods as were con- 
quered , and had need their felves of 
mans protection , and that %ome 
could notbefacked fo long as thofe 
Gods were in fafety ? Nay » to 
worfiiip conquered Gods as pa- 
trons of the City , is not to ferve 
bletfed CMs\ but damned devils.. 

%eme 
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iRome had not beene facked ever the 
fooner becaufe they were taken , but 
they had beene taken fooner, bad 
they not beene kept by the City. 
The Kingdomeof the Jewes, Uth 
Saint ty€i4gftfii», was founded by DeCmtue 
one God, and net by a multitude of 00,1.4, 
Gods, and was maintained by that "W* 
©ne God fo long as they ferved him. 
That one Godmultiplyed thepeoplc 
in ts£gjpt , but neither didtheir wo- 
men nie the helpe oiLucitiain their 
child-birth , neither did the man ufe 
thehelpeof Neptune when they paf- 
fed over the red Sea , neither or* the 
Nympbes when they dranke water 
out of the Rocke , neither of xMart 
when they conquered Amalec j but 
they obtained more at the hands 
of their ovvne God , then ever 
did the Romans at the hands of 
their mu'titudeof Gods whom they 
ferved. * 

LattAntiM propofeth this que-Z>;j&J8«u 
ftion, whether the world is pu*jiw>&fc 
verned by one God or many ? Notto'44* 
ftand upon his authority becaufe he 
was a Chriftian , but to weigh his 
reafbns , becaofe I difpute againft 
E a Heathens 
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Heathens and infidels , which as I 
fhewedin thefirft Chapter, arc alfo 
comprehended under the name of 
Atheifts , although they doe not deny 
Qpd > becaufe they fervc > as the 
\ Apoftle faith > the thingi which by 

Gal 4 ' mature are not Gods, Whatneed 
faith LafttntMt hath the world of 
many Gods ? Unleffe they fuppofe 
that one of himfelfe is not fnfficient 
toundergoe fo great abutden? t^hich 
needs muft be granted > if every God 
ofbimfelfe be not able without the 
afliftance and help of another. If any 
of thcmof himfelfe be not Omnipo- 
tent , then he is not a God , if he be 
Omnipotent then he needeth not 
any partner. If God of himfelfe be 
Omnipotent , there can bebutone* 
for if the Divine power be divided 
among many God* , then no one 
can be AUfuffidcnt of himfelfe, but 
by how many more they are in num- 
ber , by fo much the weaker they 
muft be in power* He concludeth J 

ll Chad quod [imma ilk & Divtna 

teft& % vefemel quidem dividi potefi y 
quiccjtiid enim capit iiv'tfjomm > & 
internum nccejfe eft, fi tut cm interim, 

f local 
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frtealett sVcc. The Divine power 
which belongeth unto God cannot 
be imparted unto many i for whatfo- 
ever is capable of divifion is alfo fub- 
je& to corruption > then the which 
thing , nothing can be more repug- 
nant to the nature of God. There- 
fore there is but one God. I fay 
. therefore with the Apoftle: Now to ^ 
theKing everUftingjimmortall^nvifi- 
ble, unto God onely wife, be honour 
and glory for ever and ever. Amen. 



Chapter. V 1 1. 

ThaftheBookesofthe Biblearc 
thWordofGod. 

I Made mention before , of the 
Booke of nature > which might 
worthily be called Gods booke, 
becaufe as I faid,it was a letter or Epi- 
ftie wherein God did make himfelfe 
knowne unto mankind, and $A in« 
ftru& us fo farre,a* to know ana con- 
feffe that there was a God. But be- 
caufe that knowledge was but bare & 
E 5 naked 
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naked and no way fufficienk to bring 
m tofalvatifcn > oncly it fcrved to 
make ia fearch and inquire farther, 
that by inqniring farther wc might 
be faved : there *s another bocke 
wbidris more efpecially called Gods 
boofce,:! mebnehi&holy Bible,\Yheire* 
in we aretaiighttnot onely to know 
God in his vjfible creatures i but 
alio, inhis Sonne JcfusChrift where- 
by we areofaved, v And? it flood very 
much tfith his Divine wifedome fo 
providing for every thing as the fevc- 
rall nature and quality of each crea- 
ture doth require , to write fuch a 
booke for mans inftru&iaiD in his 
feare and true worflhip , becaufe man 
confifeth of a body as well as of a 
foule > and conceivetb vifible things 
eafier then fuch things as are onely 
foiriawli and are not teener and by 
focfi things as aretftibje€k tchis out- 
ward fenfcs, man is brought to un- 
derfland. Ic pleafed him therefore 
ofhis great mercy to inftru& us by 
thefe*vifibterChara&ers , and writ- 
ten Letters which daily we doe read. 
And as Saint Augufi'tn faith : "Deilk 
ftP&jo. CiviWemdefcregrmamuri ha liter & 

nobis 
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nobis venermt, iff* fwt Script*** > 
no* hoYtmtnr tttbeno v?vmt£ 
Thefe letters Teat unto us from that 
City the heavenly Jerufitcm from 
whence yet we doe wander, and they, 
are the {Scripts which doe exhort 
us to live well. And I cannot deny* 
but the writers themfelves of thefe 
holybookes> were to immediately 
mftruaed fropn God himfelfc which 
is thefountaine of all heavenly wife-, 
dgme, that they needed no writings. 
But yet with us it \% otherwife » they 
are the foundations arebut the wals 
which arc bmlded upon that founda* 
tiop,we(faitlitheApoftle}arebud- c * * 
ded upon the foundation of the Pro- 
phets and the Apoftle*. Brcaufeby 
their writings we «t edified * but 
they by whofe meanes we are <dy> 
fied and. builded > doe leane thcil 
felves immediatly upon the chi«fe 
corner flone which is Jefus Chrjft* 
There are great oddes between 
the high piountaines and the little 
hillockes , and low valleycs > they 
are lightned itnmediatly upon the 
fir ft rifing of the Sunne, but light and 
heat commethby degreeiftpm tJiem 
E4 to 
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tothe lower parts. As alfo cod forc- 
fawinhis wifedome, and we know 
by Experience of the former ages 
from the beginning of the world unto 
Mfis, when there was no written 
word , that there conld not be Vert- 
tatjs & doftrtHt pHritatit falva cttfto- 
it* fwe ftrift$ , foundnefl'eof do&rine 
could not be preferred , but by com- 
mitting of it to writing. And there- 
fore it pleafed cod that thefe Vo- 
lumes of the Bible (hould be writ- 
ten.And that thefe are the holy Scrip, 
mres given by infpiration of cod, 
profitable to teach, to convince, to 
iT*,; «y««»«id inftnift, thattheman 
* of cod may be abfoJute to all good 
works : That the man of cod which 
Wm them , fpake infpired by the ho- 
aP« ,i. Jy-choft , that they were written for 
thefalvationofmens foules , and not 
for the maintenance of civill govern- 
ment, I prove by thefe argument,- 
i» following. 

The firft is the truth of all the pro- 
phecies which hane faded in nothing 
which fpake of thing? fong before tbey 
«metopa{Te ,focetta nely as if their 
bad beene already fulfilled. Andthat 

I may 
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I may make due proofe thereof,***^ 
(mm & fidelitfimxt v&ttciniorum in- 
mores eft eventm: the fureft and faith- 
folk A interpreter of prophecies;* 
the event of things : Now we fee 
their predi&ions are already come to' 
palfe, we are eye witneffesthat thef 
arctrne,which truth argueth that they 
were written by the finger of cod 
which is the holy-obou , which one- 
ly could n&t erre in writing , and Mra 
not by man , for as much as all 
men are lyers , hmtanum eft errore* 
it is the nature and property of a 
man to erre , in fo much that if 
he be without errour he is not a man. 
And therefore it is impoflibk; but 
in fo many predi&tons foretold fo ma- 
ny yeares before the time and fo con- 
trary to humane reafon , but they 
fhould have been deceived ifmen had 
binthe authors of thefe books. I will 
inftance for brevity fake in fome one 
or two t fpeciaUthtng s which m i / be ft 
fer ve for this purpofe The Scripare s 
foretold longbeforethe time that the 
world foouldbe converted to Giri- 
ftian Religiont all nations (hould be* 
leeve and fubfflii thcnafelves rothe 
E j obedience 
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obedience of the Faith > a thing in 
mans judgement not to be expe&ed. 
For the Prophet faid concerning the 
Kingdomeof Chrift , I meanc his 
Kingdome of the Gofpcll or of 
Grace. The Heathen raged y and the 
people murmured againft the Lord 
and his Chrift, but in vaine, the Kings 
of the earth flood up and banded 
themfelves > and the Princes aflem- 
Wed themfelves together. But he 
diat i tftteth in heaven fhall laugh 
tbemtofcorne, the Lord (hall have 
them in derifion* Even I have fet 
my King upon Sion mine holy mqun- 
taine , 1 will declare the decree : thit 
is<, the Lord bath faid to me, thon 
artmy Sonne , this day have I begot- 
ten thee, aske of me , an 3 1 fhall give 
thee the Heathen for thine inheri- 
tance , and the ends ofthe earth for 
thypOfieffiori. There could not be a 
more unlikely thing foretold,an Jycc 
it was fulfilled long fince 5 no Atheift 
can deny it.. TtrmlUan to this pur- 
'Ahaf* P? fc fc' 1 ^ ! who was able to go- 
u&euc, 7, vernd the world , butonely Chrift* 
|« of whom it was foretold that his 
Kingdoms flaouid be extended over 
5 the 
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the whole world? the Kingdonvof 
Salomon faith be,was confined within 
theLandofMrffromZ><M to B*<r* 
' (heba . and his territories did reach 
no farther. Barim raigned overjne 
Babylonians and Terftans , but no far- 
ther, Pharaoh over the t&gntuns, 
and there his dominion ceafed. Vjr 
buchodonour was a gteat Monarch, 
yet he reigned not over the whole 
world, but o«ely from India unto 
Ethiopia : the like ; may be faid of 
of the Greeks and the Romans 4 whicn 
were called the Lords of the world, 
and yet the whole world was not 
knowneunto them, much leffe fub- 
dued by them. But as for the King; 
dome of Chrift , it hath extended it 
felfc farre and wide i the Gofpeli Aftt 
bath beene preached m all places , 
and received of all Nations, of the 
Tarthians.,<Jl>fedet, Elamites , the 
inhabitants of Mefiptamia, Armt- 
nia> Thrygta, C«n^° l * > 
Pamhilm , .Africa. :, and 

the uetermoft Ufas . Of this after* 
don there be fo many recordes, th« 
it cannot be denyed. I As for fojos 
few things wbifh/ a^/Otctpld m 
• the 
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the Scriptures and not yet fulfilled; 
as namely , the converfion of the 
Jcwes, andthedeftru&ion of Anti- 
chrift , the time is not yet come to 
paffe that they (hould be fulfilled, 
for all things muft be performed in 
that due time which ood in fecrec 
wifedome hath appointed. There are 
other things alfo foretold which muft 
goeimmediatly before the end of the 
world, which are not yet perfor- 
med, becanfe as you fee, the end is 
not yet. But it is a fnfficient argu* 
merit to induce Infidels to beleeve 
that all thefe things (hall come to 
paffe, becaufc they ft e all other 
things already performed in their 
rime and order, For as he that fome- 
timesfyeth (lull not be belceved 
though he tell the truth , lb he which 
ahvayes hath told the truth , cannot 
without impiety be fufpe&ed of falfc- 
hood, God cannot deceive or be de- 
ceived* And which is not to be omit- 

>c *3* ted : Saint Peter did prophecy that at 
the fatter end there (hould be fiich 
Aiheifts , which (hould cfeny thefe 
things , and the Prophecy is now ve- 
rified , ttherwife.thit my labour 

U • might 
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might havebeene fpared, their im- 
piety maket hit good which the Pro- 
phet hath foretold. 

Againc , there is in Daniel an an- Daa >• 
tient Prophecy concerning the 
death of odr Saviour Chrift , even 
the very time and computation of 
yeares is defined when he (hould 
be put to death* Seventy weekes, 
(faith he) are determined upon thy 
people i and upon the holy City, to 
finift the wickednefte, and feale up 
the finnes , and reconcile the ini- 
quity, and bring in everlafting righ- 
teouftKfTe, and to anoint the moft 
Holy. From the going foorth of 
the commandement to bring againe 
the people , and build Jerufa/em, 
to CMejfiM the Prince fhalJ be 69 
weekes> and after he (hall be flaine, 
but fb, that for one weekehe(hall 
teach* but in the middle of the weeke 
he (hall canfe the Sacrifice and obla- 
tion to ceafe. But thefe weekes 
*\t*»nM<thebdcm*d(t > every weeke 
is feaveri yeares 3 and fo recko- 
ning weekes confiding of yeares, 
and not onely ofdayes* as for eve* 
ry day in the week (hould be recko- 



102 Againfl Atheifme. 
neda yeare, 7.0 of Daniels weekes 
make 490 yeares. But the Temple 
which was thefitftand chiefeft thing 
rcedificd mjemfalembe&n in the 1 
yeare of Cyrus , the builders were 
hindred 41 yeares, as it appeareth 
Iohn u <« of the Gofpell , and in the 46 
yeare it was finifhed , becaule the 
laft4 yeares they had quietnefle. Lon- 
gimmtu in the fecond yeare of his 
raigne giving foorth a new Edid, 
that they (hould build without mole- 
ftation, and no man under paine of 
death Ihonld hinder the workemen, 
as in times paft they had done. From 
the fecond yeare therefore of Lon^ 
ntanHi the Emperour , to Alexan- 
der^ great , were 14 5 yeares , from 
Alexander to the nativity of our Sa- 
' vioivr 3 1 o from his birth to bis Bapr 
tifme 3 o- ; thefe being puittqgetheri 
make yeares 485 fo the dp weekes 
make 482 yeares. but athisBaptifme 
the whole 48 a yeares that is fp» 
were fully compleate and ended* Jn 
the nextweeke 017 yeares, our 
Saviour taught the people , and in 
the middle thereof , that is in the 
fourth yeare he was put to death. 

What 
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What Jew or Atheift can except 
againft the truth of this Prophe- 

cie? , 

A fecond ptoofe that the bookes 
of the Bible are the word of God, is 
the generall confent ancl agreement 
offo. many writers, which writ at di- 
vers times, in divers places remote 
one from an other, in divers langua- 
ges 1 and upon divers occafions , all 
writing of one and the fame fubje$ f 
all agreeing in Doarine,none contra- 
dicing other, thatthey might not fo 
fitly be teemed divers writers , asdi- 
vctspennes of the fame writers. The 
books of OWo/^were written in the 
wiJderoefle, otjopmb , Judges, 
and the Kings in the Land of Pro- 
mife :of Daniehn Batylomtht works 
of Saint P*«/fomeat Rome, fomein 
other places, as Athens , Epbefiu , 
Laodtcea , Nicopolis Saint Johns Re- 
velation in Patbmos , the booke of 
fyb no man knoweth by whom, 
when, nor where. The Bookes of 
iMofes about a s 54 yc ar « afcer t na 
creation of the world; the Pfalmes, 
fome of them 605 yeares after Mo- 
fes ,the Bookes olEzta after there 
a " ^ ' turnc 
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curnc from captivity about 60$ 
yearcs after David by whom many 
of the Pfalmes were made, Betweene 
"David and the captivity , Efay and 
Ofee under King Joathan > Achaz* % 
and E^echtat : Jeremy under Jofiai^ 
Joachim y and Zedechias i Ezcchiel, 
Ahcucj and Darnel in captivity > 
and the whole new Teftament long 
after the old t| yet all agree as the di- 
vers thunders which have one voyce, 
foure beafts which fmg one iong, 
Apoc. 4* Vox tamen ma manet , qttalent decet 
*tfidcL4- *JF* firorum- r Dar»afcen comparer h 
them to a Garden bedecked with 
variety of heatbes of excellent ver* 
tue, which are to be gathered one 
by one, and yet to make one Gar* 
land: or divers precious (tones in 
one breft-plateof *Aaron the Prieft : 
and as QriRm fyeaktth. The Kings 
Pfal. 4f i Daughter hath a Coate of divers 
colours, yet onegaiment. C°Mgiti* 
fores adffirituales texendas eorona* f 
fed ex omni flofe Spirits fatliftirat 
fragrantia. Whereas if man had writ- 
ten) not being guided by the holy- 
Ghoft ; they would have Offered as 
much onfr frop the other , as a Mul- 
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berry Tree doth from aMirtIe 3 as 
John the Baptift did from Jeremy , Dau.i$. 
and Chrift from John the Baptift , Mai. 1* 
as the Judges of Sufanna , or the 
witneffes whrch made report of our 
Saviour Gbrift. 

A third proofe is the ftile, and man- 
ner of writing , the old Teftament 
being written in Hebrew? becaufeit 
was written to the Tewcs ; The new 
in Grcekt > becauie it was written 
to the Gentiles ; to whom that lan- 
guage was moft familiar > and beft 
underfiood , although they were not 
Grecians that didwriteit. And yet 
the tongues in which the old and ne*r 
Teftament were written >fo differing 
one from the other: the fame idio- 
tifme and propriety effpeech in both 
Teftaments ufed , contimiall Hebra- 
ifmes aswellinthenew as in the old, 
dofhewthat they were wrictenbyone 
& the fclfc-fame Spirit, that ftill God 
might fpeake like unto himfelfe. 
The languages alfo beetng more 
fit for the word of God to be writ- 
ten in then other tongues , as more 
ftgnificant , more copious, an i in- 
deed f no other Ianguagebeingcapa- 
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fttfcli ble enough of tfeat facred Story, as 
tulimtt* JltotdiBus Arm LMontanm very 
learnedly hath obferved* For,firft> 
faith he r £*r*j», qui trans fount du- 
plex eftcmfiltnm ; aln enim ftudent per* 
ffictiitati > alii profrietati* quorum 
HtrumqHe mapper* praftari nonpoteft^ 
qwm t<men utrpmcfHe Jit in archetypo 
eodem opere a fyirttu fanfto demanda- 
t*m fuggettum , neutrm u!('o modj 
fratermjfum Tkfe> faith b?, whiqh 
traafl#e the Bible* fome of ^em en- 
deavour to be perfpicuous, others to 
keep the propriety of the tongue* 
but neither can perform bo^ , that 
is > toobferve the propriety of the 
tongue, and yet be perfpicuous^ 
whereas theholy-Qhoftin the origi- 
nal! hath obferved both. Secondlyj 
Ea tfcmata quaearent pm&is varie 
legs poffmt feeundum vartas gram* 
m*tic£ regulat , qua autem punftk 
Mitinfta funt } variae admittunt 
fignificationes , qua tamen Spirit w 
Dei ex fua fapientia nobis ambigua 
tradtdtt , ut omnia qua vmetas ilk 
complelVttur , minus fenfibw repona- 
mn*> Eadem autem vex qt*t marches 
typo, ambigua eft, nm poteft aha lingua 

reddi 
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reddi ambigna % fiverbambigpa red* 
di non pojfit ut eft in archetypo , fie ut 
ilia potentiation reddatur integrated 
manca > quam Spirit hs fitnttui de in- 
djt&ria ambigum tradidit > ut tn 
nrmq\parteminterpYeiMnmr* Thofc 
Hebftvv motes which are without 
pricks > imy be read and conftrued 
divers wayes according to the Gram, 
maiicali rules ; they which are di- 
ft*Dgm(hed wish prickes, are alfo am- 
biguous^ wHicfe-neicwidvKiindingthe 
holy-Ghnft did upon fetpurpofe de- 
liver thus ambiguous unto us j of his 
infinite wifedorae, that we might 
qnderftand and qonftcr them divers 
waves. But the word which is thus 
ambiguous in the Hebrew or Greeke, 
cannot be fitted by a word in Latine, 
or any other language which (ball 
be anfwerable to it in ambiguity, 
and becaufe it cannot be ambi- 
guous in the Interpreter, as well as 
in the Onginall , it is delivered unto 
us maymcd and as it were defe&ive, 
which the holy-Ghoft would have to 
be more full& perfect, containing this 
variety offenfes,byreafon oftheam- 
t biguity. And therefore all tongues 
t : favin<? 



1 08 Againfi Athetfmt . 

faviog the Grcckc and Hebrew , 
in companion of them , are unwor- 
thy of that great majcfty of the holy- 
Ghoft. For example , the word 
Barac in the Hebrew tongue fignt- 
ficthboth to blefleandtocutfe, the 
Gen. 49. word is ufed in the Story of Jacob 
a8, which callcdhischildrenbeforchim 
as he lay in his death-bed , and 
prophecyed to them , in which Pto- 
phccy fome he b!efled» and fome he 
ctirfed. Now the tranfkion hath : 
Benedixit > he blcflcd :thus their Fa. 
ther fpaJce onto them » erery one 
of them blefledhc with a feveralr blef- 
fing. Jerms tranfiation hath it in' 
this manner : Btc loqttMttt eft eis pa- 
ter funs , benedixttque fngulie bene- 
dittimihtts yropriis. Now it cannot 
be a perfec* tranfiation, when it is 
thus tranflated : he blcffed them all. 
For he curled fome. Neither yet had 
it beenewell tranflated in this man* 
ner : He curfed them all. For he blef- 
fed iome. Becanfc therefore there is 
no word anfwerable to Barac which 
fignifieth both to blefle aodtocnrfe, 
«o tongue is fo capable of this Story 
as the Hebrew. As for Reuben > 

when 
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when he (aid unto him: Thou waft 
light as water , thou (halt not be 
excellent becaofe thou wenteft up 
to thy Fathers bed , thendidft thou 
defile my bed, thy dignity is gone; 
Itwasnoblefling. And when he laid 
onto S/«w» and Levi* Bredirenin 
evilh the inftruments of cruelty are 
in their habitations, into their fe- 
cret let not my foulecome, my glo- 
ry be not thou joy ned with then af- 
fcmbly.for in their wrath they flew a 
man s and in their fclfe- will they dig- 
ged downe a wall, curfed be their 
wrvh, for it was fierce, and their 
rage for it was cruell > 1 will divide 
them in Jacob and fcattcr them in 
jfraeh The(e words were not fuch 
words as might import any blefTiog. 
Therefore faith he ; Idee vifumest 

Deo Scrip** hac f°t*f*W» lin i m 
«xaratoivolitijfe > qmfimf!wf** im ~ 
menfaaue fatentia omnia invenit, ut 
wuLetiam confiUifrnm^eriatintca 
voce declararet. It pleated Go^, 
which by his Angle and infinite Wit- 
dome found out and deviled all 
things , r to de'iver the Scriptures in 
thistoneuaaboveothers 5 tbatfoinone 
° fimple 
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fimple word he aright declare nw- 
myfteries unto us. TheCreekc 
tongue goeth before the Latin, be- 
caufe it is more copious and fignt- 
ficant. Forexamplerthiswordairtfli/te 
is by fome tranflatcd , indredul/ty , 
By others difobediehce , M(\it fignj- 
iieth^ boch , But the Tranflator could 
findno Latin wordwhich may include 
both difobedience and incredulity. 
But as for the Hebrew , it goeth 
farre beyond it iMajefttte , po»iere, 
ntmero , jigniBcatione , in majefly, 
weight, number, fignification, wir- 
nefle the Sonne of Syrach in the very 
Prologue before his booke. 

Likewife> befides the two tongues 
Hebrew and Greeke, wherein the 
Bible is written, and the Idiotifme 
or propriety of the Hebrew onely in 
both, to fhew that the fame Spirit 
writ bo* , that God , whether he 
fpake Hebrew or Greeke unto u S , 
ftillhe might fpeake after one man- 
ner, and fo be like none but himfdf e : 
the very fimplicity of the ftiie not' 
favouring of humane eloquence, 
and the very difcretion which is 
died in every booke concerning 

the 
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theftrle ,ftillapplyedto tbecapacity 
of them whoefpeciaUySabovectners 
were written unto , doe argoc that 
men could not be the author* >of 
thefc bookes- If we doe examine 
the words, the fentenccs , the Ar- 
guments , the matter , forme : we 
(hall find many times that there is 
difficulty in the won* , gtavity in 
the fentences , acutenefle m thear- 
puments, rare invention and great 
choice in the matter, a Scholler-hkfc 
method obferved in the iorme ot 
writing , Tropes, Grammar figures* 
cxornationsofRhetoricke. all things 
prooved according to the rules of 
Looicke , and yer rotwithftandmg 
alllhefe, a vulgar and familiar kind 
of fpeecb isufed. For God himfclfe, 
the Angels , the Prophets fpeakmg 
unto mag* doe accommodate them- 
felves to our capacity, to the un- 
demanding of Plow-men , of Shep- 
heards , of women, of children, that 
the converfion of the world may not 
ll bee afcribed unto mans wifedome, 
or humane eloquence , or any other 
thingthat is in man. Theholy-Ghoft 
doth not write like Demcfibeutt, 

that 
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that it may be fcichvhere is the Scrib, 
the f^>till difput^r? &c« be hath made 
i Cor, u their wifdom fooiifhneffe. But Saint 
Pettr was able to perfwade more vfith 
one Sermon > then all the nations of 
the world with their Orations > more 
in anhourethen they in their life* 
more by his Ample kind of ftile, 
au ;-»^- then they by all their eloquence. 
cbryfoft. bo* Olugtw CjprutoH* Orator , Jed major 
wnEfaue Petrm Pi fiat or* I lie mi ft fagenamin 
verbapidi mare y & ytfiam eft orbem. tyn per 
dmmm oratorem Dew lucrum eft vifcatorem, 

f „7m*y *&fi ^-^Aitha tar- 
ned Father. S.Cjfrtan was a great O- 
rator, but S. Peter a greater Fiftur, He 
caft his netinto the Sea & caught the 
world > God did not convert the Fi- 
(her-man by the Orator , but he con- 
verted the Orator by the Fifher. 
Saint Paul when he writ ^ the Ro- 
manes> writ learnedly and profound- 
ly , becaufe he writ to men that bo*e 
high minds j and did expeft learning 
ac his hands , he writ to the Co- 
rinthians after another manner, 
as unto men not of fo great ca- 
pacity : when he writ to the Gi- 
lathians he altered his flile, unto 

the 
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the Hebrewes which had a prejudice 
of his perfon , in fuch fort that they 
might not fufpeft rhe Epiftle to-come 
fromhiro, Saint John writing to a 
Lady, writ in a lowly manner, and 
in fuch fort as he might befit a wo- 
man. There is the discretion and viif- 
dome of the holy-ohoft > which in 
men is never fecne. 

The fourth proofe that the Bible is 
the word ofGod.is even God hisfelfe; 
which never would fuffer that book to 
be prophared. For PtoUmj marvel lino 
Why no Poets nor Historiographers 
writ concerning theie myfteries of 
fanh > anfwer was made unto him by 
Demetrttu Pha 'erini, that it was the , , 
holy Scripture, and therefore that all'rT"* 
prophana writers which went about 
to write of the fame , were prefently . 
\ lagued of cod from heaven,& fo cau- P*v tmt 
led co defi({ & relinqutih their work u 
which they took in hand : that Theo- 
pomfw becanfe he went about to illu- 
flrate fomepartofthc Scripture in the 4 
Greek, waifo troubled in his mind, 
that he could proceed no farther. And 
thiCrixodorni a maker of Tragedies, 
becaufe heendevoured to infert fome 
F part 
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part of the Scriptures into his Trage- 

Mat. d y*' was prefcntly ftrolcen blind, like 
Efymmhc Sorcerer .of whom we read 
irtheflotybfthe Gofpeil. 

Fiftly the argument foilowcth 
well which Nicodtmut ufethtocon- 
firme the do&rine of our Saviour 

lohnj. Chrift. Maftcr faith he, I know thou 
art a teacher come from God , for no 
man can doethefe things which thoti 
deft unkfleGod were with him. And I 
therefore our Saviour faith in ano- 
ther place : Openbtu credtte Beleeve 
the workes. And therefore againft 
Alexander the great, and Domttian 
the Tyrant , which would have been 
accounted Gods, Saint Ambrofe ufeth 
\m argument .- Doe thefe and thefe 1 
things, and then I will confefle that 
ye ateGcds. W hen Canutm trie King 
of Danes had conquered £*g/wt 
and fitting in his enure by the Sea 
fide , had boafted the like of himfelfe 
tliathe wasaGod : It was faid unto 
^ him, Sit in this place one houre 
lq n get ,.and l will confefle you are 
a God , but if yen cannot fit untill 
the full tide > and command the 
waters that they (hall not carry 

you 
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you away , you are no God. But the 
Scriptures have beene confirmed 
to be the word of God , by fuch mi- 
racles as no power of man or Devill 
could eftc& The birth of our Sa- 
viour Chrift was confirmed by the 
appearing ofa Scarre which troubled 
all the Starre-gazers of the world , *• 
The Refurre&ion of our Saviour by 
an Eclipfe which troubled the great 
AftrOlogians of the world , the hea- 
ling of a blind' man with day made 
of duft and fpitle, troubled ' GaU»VLn. x t % 
the great Pbyficion of the worlJ. 
ButaiOur:Saviourconfiimed his do- 
tfrmeby m rades , as Mofes coufir- Iobn * 
med hi? Ambaffage to come from E r 0 <U 
Ood by making Serpents : So the 
Ap ples confirmed their Sermons 
w.bicb they Preached \ and doftrine 
which diey left behind them inwu- 
f:ng, tp be the word of God j by 
wfting out Devils , railing. up the 
aea'dAalingdifcaftSj&c, 

[Sixtly , the antiquity of the Bi- 
ble .proovcdi it felf<.,to : be Gods 
word ...for as God is uintiatim 
dierm* the antient of dayes , be- 
caufe he was before all other , fo the 
f * bookes 
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boolcs of Mops utt more ancientthen 
all other books. Jopphw makcth 
mention of certaine Pillars, in which 
fome things were written by the Sons 
of Seth before the Floud* whereof 
one (he faith) remained tobefecnin 
Jmiq tib. Sjria in his Owne time. Bik, beitfoj 
™Z \ tbe f« Ic ^rswere but Hieroglyphic 
Virgiifoln. 5 to the letters of the Egyp- 
teat. tians,not Abcdary letter* , but fliapes 
and Images of beafts, not written in 
books ;but ingrave \ in ftone. But as 
for the Abcdary lertersithat is,Gram- 
maticall letters, whereby we write 

dctemtori? devifcd before delivered 
bn & 10. them to the Hebrewes , from whence 
de pr*pmt. the Phenicians learned them, and the 
£v**& is. Creeks received them from the Phe- 
nicians , and the Romans did learne 
to writeof the Grecians. And Mops 
was more ancient then Cadmus which 
brought letters into (jreccc, or any 
other Whichbrought them into other 
placets Eupbhts doth plainly prove. 

Now y forasmuch as no Lawcs, 
no precepts' of jife , no Chroni- 
cles, ho rules concerning the ■ won 
fliip of God , no contra^ betweene 
• : ::> ■ r: - ^°'- u L y 1 man 
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man and man> no antiquity can be 
kept in memory but by writing: 
Therefore it was neceflary for ths 
true knowledge and worftup of God, 
that fuchabooke fliould be written 
wherein God might be knowne >ancj 
in what fort he would be wordiip- 
ped. But there is no booke of that na- 
ture befides the Bible which is of 
any antiquity > neither the Alcoranof 
the Turkes > nor the Talmud of the 
lewes : witneffe the Talmud and AI ? 
coran themfelves I nor any other 
booke of Religion , but they were 
written long fmce the Bible. Religion 
cannot be new , as God himfelft can - 
not be new, therefore that is onely 
the true religion which is theancicn- 
tcft of all , and it is impoffible to 
know or judge ofthe antiquity of re- 
gion , but by the antiquity ofthe 
books and records wherin the pre- 
cepts of religion are delivered and 
ft t downe, and againe itis impoffible 
to know what is religion , or how 
God is to be worftiiped, but by books 
wherin are contained the rules of 
his worfhip, For as much there* 
fore 7 as the books of Mopsixe more 
F 3 ancient 
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ancient then all other books there- 
fore that Religion is the trueft wh'ch 
is eontayned in them, and becaufe 
there can be but one trne Religion > 
the onely troth is in them? there- 
fore they are the woid of G d 
And, as for the other booses of the 
Bible which were written long 
fince, they handle the fame fubjedb 
they hold the fame db&rinc as the 
bookes of Mofes , and are hut all 
parts and members which make one 
body of the Bible , written by the 
fame Spirited of the fame nature^ & 
therefore are al'o the word of Gpd, 
and there' is no o^her written booke 
of God, but the Bible, 

In the feventh place, I could al. 
kadge ..for witnefle that the Bible is 
Gods word, the great latitude of 
Mairyrs which have dyed in rbc dc- 
fence of the Bible > and fealed the 
fame with their pwne blood > both 
before , and in 9 and after the times 
of the ten bloody perfections , to 
whom God gave the gift: of patience 
to fuffer death willingly for the te- 
ftimony of the word. Neither could 
fo many of them hav« fuftcred infuch 

manner, 
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manner, unleffe God had ftrength- 
ned them info gooda caufe. But be* 
caufetbis argument is not fo forcible 
to perfwade Atheifts, as itisto*x- 
hort Ghriflians > I palfe it over. 

Laft of all , the reftimony of the 
Gentiles proveth the Bible to be 
the word of God. For 5 becaufe the 
Father had eternally decreed to fend 
his Sonne to take fiefh for the falva- 
tion both of Jewes and Gentiles* 
and unlefle they beleeved in him, 
there could be no falvation purcha- 
fcd by his death , neither for Jew 
nor Gentile: That he might be recei- 
ved by the confent of each people, 
it could not feecne good unto his 
heavenly wifedotne , unlefle he did 
long before our Saviour fhould come 
publiflv his comming both to the 
Jewes and Gentiles. And there- 
fore Chrift was publifhsd to the 
Iewes maay wayes , as the Apoftle ^ 
fpeaketh, by dreames , vifions , An- 
gels > but efpecially by thdr ownc 
Prophets, David, £fkj , Jeremy f 
LMoftj) Daniel, and the relt, which 
were Iewes, and in that refpeft : cal- 
led their cwne Prophets , that they 
F 4 might 



tie Againft Atheifme. 

might give the more credit unco 
them. To the Gentiles a!fo he made 
knowne by the heathen Prophets 
and Propheteffcs , Balaam, Mmu- 
ritu Trtfmegi$tt4*+ Hj>dafpes,and efpe- 
cially the ten Virgins called Sybils 
the heathenifh Prophetefles , of 
which we may read at large in the 
works not onely of the heathen*, but 
alfo of the Fathers , and Ecclefiafti- 
call writers of the Primitive Church. 
Now for as much as the Gentiles 
uHani.1 u unacquainted with cJW^/andthe 
'«M* Iewim Prophets i and not accuflo- 
m'd to read the Canonicall writers, 
and deftkutcforthe moft psrt , of the 
Hj , m% Bible j and therefore would give n© 
uvtm* credit to the teftimonics cited out of 
*nMb, ir thefe bookes, and ) et were to be con- 
verted to the faith byvertue of the 
Commiffion given to the Apoftles, 
tMath. 28. where our Saviour faid: 
7 beopbi+ Goe, Preach,and baptize all Nations : 
jHtkcbem-Thz Apoftles and Difciples in the Pri- 
AdAutoJ.i m \ t [ vt Church attheirfirft Preaching 
I C t™\^ to the Gentile* , p; oved the Bible by 
cmncei r ^ e -tcftimony of heathen writers, 
fm f. j. thz Sybils yffydaffesi Mercurtus , as 
Saint Origin and LaSmtisu declare 
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at large. In fuch fore did Saint Paul 
deale with the Inhabitants of fie*** 
alleaging for authority the verfe of 
their ovvne Poet Eyimcnides % which 
Cicero and Laertins doe report to 
have becne a kind of Prophet or Di- De divbtii 
vincr among them. And therefore 6b% i. 
Saint Paul faith : a Prophet of their 
owne faidof them :ip8ns 4^^^ 
Su/ta, yzsU ®" ay}*** The Cretians arc 
alway es /yers, foule beafts and flow 
bellies. Likewife, to the Greeks heal- 
leageththeteftimony ofaGreekPoet 
Mcuander * $Q*ir&(rivyW%$<rQ 9 Qfti>S*i 1 Cor, if* 
kxw* Evill words corrupt good man- We»o»*r; 
ners. And to theSchoters at Athens, m lh *™* 
the teftimony of the Poet *Aram ■ 
^yt-iQr^T^^t are bis generation, Afls If " 
meaning God . And , for this caufe, 
the heathens called the Chriftians Sy- 
biilifts , becaufe Chritfian religion 
was moft of all proved out of the Sy- 
bils Oracles, which writ more plainly 
and plentifully, then all other hea- 
then writers. hiidfrsCkmns Alexon- strmLm 
drinks wrireth : Saint /Win one of 
his Sermons faid unto the people: 
Libras qmfque Gracos fumite^tgnd fci- 
tt SjbilUm, qito modo v.mm Dcum 
F, 5 P^ nt f icc h 
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fgnifictt y & ca <jfit fimt f:*tw a , take 
in hand your Grceke Authors , read 
Sj^Afeehow fl\e teacheth that there 
is one God,and fore-telleth things to 
come, Hjdatyen f*m>te& legit e , cr 
invemttu Vet filim multo chritu & 
apertiM efe fcriptuiu. Doe but vouch- 
safe to reade Hjdatfes, and ye (hall 
find in him a clcare and evident te- 
ftimony o f the Sonne of God. And , 
becaufe the Chriftians werefo frc- 
quejit in alledgingof the Sybils Ora- 
cles for confirmation or Chriftian 
faith unto the Gentiles , and con- 
verted fo many unto Chrift by thefe 

kmfmt bookes 3 as w» '^mm^ 

t d Anm» Proclamation was made,, that upon 
w;wn. paine of death no man fhould reid 
them any longer, notHjdaJpes wri- 
tings»yet the people would not re- 
fraine from reading them, And 
a' 7 aine,cods providence, did won- 
derfully appeare in the' prefervation 
of the Sybils verfes for the behcofe 
of the oentiles , as of the Bible for 
the Jewes, in*hat they were very 
faithfully kept in the Capitol! of 
%ome,md that being once loft by 
a mifchstnee when the Capitojl 

was 
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was burned , yet by poblike Edi&of 
the Senate , diligent fearch and in- V't^w 
quiry was made for all coppies xhst^ mk f' 
could be gotten Mhacfo another aS, 4 
bookc was newly written and kept in i,i.c.6, 
record , being duely examined ,cor- OantCm 
reeled an ! purged of all faults that T*'****, 
mighc elfe haveelcaped. And to that wV,y * 
purpofe commiffion was given to di- 
vers! amed men fit to be imployed 
in fuch a fcrvice , which was perfor- 
med with all diligence , and the 
booke waslayedup in the Capiroll 
againe, even as the bookes of 
p 3 were kept in the Ark- of the Co- 
venant. So when the Chriftians la- 
bored the couverfmn of the Roman?, 
they were not on-ly furnifhed with 
proofes of their Doftrine cut of the 
Sybils, to convince the %gm*n* and 
their Idolatry , bm alfo they were 
freed from (ufph ion of cormpring ; 
thofe bo.kes or any claufe in them 
contained , becaife whatfoever was 
by them alleaged , was conornrt 
and agreeable to their ovvne Cop jj 
which they kept in their Tower, 
or Capitol I , or Treafwce h^nfe, 
which was thechiefeft place of their 

records, 
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records. Now , for as much as nihil \ 
tft jam dittnm q»od non fnit dittum 5 
frtus > there can be no new or ftrange 
invention now which hath not been e 
thought of before > as the wi e man 
fpeakeih: I cannot find any way to 
difptoove the Atheifts better then 
that which the Apoftlesufed to dif- 
prove the Infidels, that is, by the 
teftimony and witneffe of heathen 
Authors. For- if they will neither 
fiand to arguments drawnc from rea- 
fon , neither yet to authority, neither 
Divine , nor Humane , then they re* 
jedt all the Topcks of Ariptle and j 
places whereby they Ibould be con- 4 
futed, they renounce the lawes of 
Schooles,and order of deputation, 
and byaconfeq lentjthcyfhew them- - 
^Ivcs mccrely ignorant , and &*tr* . » 
vdottosnonefl dtfttttandism > dfpnU* 
ions are not to be held and maintai- 
ned againlt them vjhich know not 
he lawes of deputation* There- 
: ore> that 1 may come to particulars* 
to (hew chat the ftory.of tl edible may 
be proved by prophane authors. 

The firft revealing to the Gen- 
tiles of the time and place when, 

and 
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and where our Saviour was borne, Mat * u 
wasbytheconduft of a Scar, What 
mooved the Gentiles , I meane the 
Wife men which came from the Eaft, 
to come to our Saviour Chrift by the 
leading of chat Scarre, and being with 
himto adore him as God? but even 
the Prophecy of Balaam their owne 
Prophet ? The Prophecy of Balaam Num « M* 
which lived in thedayes ofUWofesis 
in erted into Mofes his works. Orie* 
tfer Bella ex Jacob, a Scarre (hall arife 
out of tti: houieof jW. Concer- 
nitig this Scarre faith Q>*Icidius a chlddm 
Philofopher : Efi alta fantiior& vene- commenun 
rabilior hiftoria> quayerhtbet de orm Tim£m 
flelU cujufdam > non morbos mortef- Vlatont 
que denmc'tantU , fed dejeenjum Dei 
venerabtlis^ ad human* converfatio- 
nis* rerumqne mortdium gratiam: 
quatn siellam , cjHHm notiurno ttine»e 
eonjpextfent Chald&orum profetto fa- 
fientesviri,& confederal tone rerumcoe- 
leftiptmfati* exeYc'ttatiy'cjUAfiJfedicm- 
tur recentem Dei ortum, refertaqtte 
iltamajeftate fHerili^veneratiejfe^ & 
vota tantoDeoconvinientiantincHpaJfe. 
There is another more holy and 
venerable Scorie which maketh 

mention 
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mention of the riling of a cm'ine 

Sineof Sd down,, from heaven to 
dtngoi ovju . humane 

converfc among men . tee ^ 

thev travelled in rn* nig» » 
V fr 11 . ^ -wrcifcd ntne ftuiy ot 
skilfulland «« cl ; ( J ttes areYaid 
the motions of thelites , * 
to have enquired out ^and 
where God was newly boine, and 

wxfliippcd him, «d M w« 
> tmtoh m. And therefore aith Same 
X ymo ami. p r 6 phetu Baa- 

mow WC" • f^f.T' 
enmr Mia >* ° 
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natus eft Jefa, agnovermt fiellam, 
& intellexerunt tmplert prophet tan/ 1 
magistpfi cjmm populus Ifrael qui pro* 
phetarnmfa»tforum verba audtre con- 
tempt . Jll, er go ex his tantn m <jm* 
Balaam firtpta reltqtterat , agrtofcen- 
tet adefe tempts , venernnt , & re- 
git trintes eum , fiatim adorarunt. If 
Balams prophecy were by Mofes 
himfelfc inferted into the holy Scrip- 
tures, how much mote was it kept 
of the inhabitants of Mesopotamia 
among whom Balaam was fo famous, 
and which were Balaams Difcip!es> 
The Magicians which flowiOu'ntbe 
Eap parc of the world , had their fir/1 
begmmng M inftiturion derived 
from this Balaam , and th*y which 
had all Balaams Prophecies recor- 
ded among them, could not be igno- 
rant oft his prophecy, tovyit:T&t a 
Starre (nonWarifc out of Jaacob, and 
amanout c -f 7/r f /. The Wife men 
had this propoecy .written in their 
ovvne bookes, and therefore when 
Ie/us was borne , they acknowledged 
the Starre, they underlbod that the 
Prophecy was lalfucd, better 
then the pcopie of jfetf, whjch 
;• %»\«iA contem- 
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< contemned the writings of the holy 
Prophets and underftood them not. 
They therefore, by tht which they 
had learned out o(Balaams wntings , 
acknowledging the time to be come, 
went and worftipped Jcfus Chnlt. 
Mat . Of the (laughter of the Infants 
5«l at Jktbkm by Herod , we have the 
teftimony of Macrobim an neatneo 
Mat t(J « man : of the burning of Sodomev/c 
lohn 9 ' have the teftimony of the place it 
felfe which y t trcm;ineth andfliew- 
eth it felfe: of the Ecliple which 
was at the time of the Paflion of 
our Saviour , we have the teftimo- 
ny of Phlegon a prophane writer 
but an excellent Hiltorian , as I 
have already fhewed : of 'Hoabs 
Flood, we have the teftimony of 
Ovtdi Poet ! of the relurretfion or 
our Saviour we have the tttoay 
lew and no Chn- 
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Antiqtat. of Jofephn* « 

hb,U«p 4* ftian , where he faith ; Evdem tem- 
pore fait Jefus vir fapiens , ft ta- 
menvtrumfas eft ■ dtcere , erat ejum 
mirabilmm operum patutor> 
Bar eorum <pi Obiter verahCci- 
pmt , phrimofttte turn de pdtts 
turn de GentiUbtis feUatores habniu 

Chrifiut 
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iixtr*,, ■ " "•"■nit prt- 

n y other wonderful! thmgs con 

. ^vvife man of Jm g\"? bhn,. 
| faith of him : SanUns e f J; , 
» ***** en<U ZZ\ Z7t 

holy 
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holy which haft>ade all things by 
thy word Likewifcthc incarnation of 
the woxd'Exiliit jlatim ex deorfvmla- 
tu element isDeiverbums inpurumna- 
tmA omficiHm.&HnitHmeJiofificime^ 
tu Tne word of God came out of the 
loweft element) &becamcthe work- 
manfhip of nature, and is united to 
the mind. W hat is ihc loweft element 
but the Virgins wombc,which is earth 
as ail other flcfa ? he became the 
workeman/hip of nature , that is j he 
was made man j he is united to the 
mind s that is? God the Father, 
which throughout his bookes is fo 
called. Againe, man made unto Gods 
Image, Omnium verb T^Ater > Mens 
ejHHmeffet vita & lux, pArturiitho- 
minem f\bt[tmiUm > quim adamvip 
ntproprium pArtum , pulcher enim erat 
Tatru imaginm habens , revtra 
(mm Dim dilexit profriam for mm , 
clcpe trdd'Ait omnia [ha optficia* But 
the Mind which is the Father of all 
things, when his felfe was life and 
light , brought forth man like to him- 
fe fe> loved him as his ovtne Off- 
faring , for he was faire and beau- 
full , becau^ic was after the Fa- 
thers 
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ther* Image, for God indeed loved 
his ownc likendc , ani gave unto 
his ufeand fervice all his creatures. 
What arc the cbiefc points of Reli- 
gion contained in the Bible ? but the 
-Creation of the world , of Adam 
and Bw h tbeir placing in Paradife, 
their feriu&jon by the Serpent, their 
expullion, N§*hi Preacher of righ- 
teoufnefie before the Floud , the 
Pelt ge , th,e birth of Chrift , his mi- 
racks > his death and refurre&ion> 
the Virg nity of Mary , the day of 
Jadeement : but ail thefe things are 
Jctdowneinthc firtt book* of Sybils 
Oracle*. I conclude this point with 
Stint Auguflm: SybiUymovtlOr- r 
phtm & vefcio Homrw , &J*f'T m 
<jHialii v*tet, vel Tbeologi veifa- M JZt* 
pieces , vel Thtbfopfo Gentilinm de n*'iwM$ 
Ftlio Dei, AutPatre Deover* prddt- 
x/jji , fen dtxijfe perhibentur , vdtt 
lutdem Alicjuid ad Taganornm VAni- 
tatem revMccndam 3 non tamen ad 
iflorum AHthoritatem atnpkttendtm 9 
qttttm ilium r Detw nos colere oftendt- 
mus , de quo nec tilt tacere potuerurtt , 
qui jiios congentilespoful9SfikU& ddt - 
montA edema ptrt m decereavftfrnt, 
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frfartiwprohibert mfinon funt. If Sj* 
bdfii Orphefu y or Homer > any other 
Prophets, or Divines, or Wifards ,or 
Philofophers oftheGemiles f arefaid 
to have either told or fore- told true 
things concerning God, or the Son of 
God > that isavaylable tb refute the 
vanity of the Gentiles i although noc 
to getfufficient credite to their work?, 
that therefore what oever they write 
fhould be imbraced , wben we can 
fhew that we worfhip the fame God, 
concerning whom they could not be 
filent their felves , when they tooke 
upon themto inftruft theirfellow Pa- 
gans, and idolaters, and Worfhippers 
of Devils in the true knowledge and 
worfhip fo farre as they durft . 

You have heard it (I hope) fuffi- 
ciently prooved » that the books of 
the Bible are the word of God , and I 
am fure wehave them among us very 
true and uncorrupted. If any Jew or 
Atheill (hall dare to fay that they are 
not now fo pure and free from 
errours and corruptions as from 
the beginning they were : I argue 
ag^inft them in this manner : If 
they had beene corrupted before 

the 
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the time ofour Saviour , or in his 
time , no doubt but when he com- 
manded ns to fearch the Scriptures ,io h M 
he would have given us warning to 
take hecdoffuch corruptions. And, 
that fince his time they have not 
beene corrupted we may be. fecure, 
becaufethe teftimonies which have 
beene alleaged in the new Tetfament 
out of the old, doe all agree with 
the old , and the teftimonies which 
arc cited by the Fathers out of the 
new Teftament , doe aifo agree wiih 
the origmall out of wfrefTthey arc 
cited. To fay that the lewes have 
\ corrupted theold tcfUmenMt were 
madrteffe , without proofe or juft 
caufe of fufpicion, I would that fiich 
men as fuggeflthefe things , would 
either certifieus cuibono ? unto what 
end the Iewcsftionld cow in tbe lat- 
ter end of tl}e world corrupt the He- 
brew , or eifehow it fhouldbe pof- 
fible for them being fo fcattered ; 
and difperfed in places fo farre 
diftant and remote ,on<? from ano- 
ther , corrupt their owne books 
without notice of the' whole world ? 
much ieffe then were they able to cor- 
rupt 
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tupt the bookes which were in the* 
hands of Chriftians* Biiti for &s much 
as our Hefeew Bibles* and theirs doc 1 
agree, and all new Tcftaments doe 
likewife agree , it is manifeft that* 
neither the* old nor the newTefia- 
ment are corrupted. Wherefore we 
may conclude* that We haVe ( praifed 
be God) his word pure and imire* 
without any corruption or diminu- 
tion » as it was left us by the : ho!y-- 
Ghofl > which ( as tbe Apoftle wri- 
tten tcth) isable to make us wife to fal- 
vacion through the faith which is in 
JefasChrift. 



C AFTER Vlll. 



OfthemllandfufferanceofCjod. 

rnj*^ He Atbeifis doe ebjecVas a 
| reproach to Divinity , that 
X we know not the difference 
bemeene the mil of GoJ and his 
fiifterance, And becaufe (fay they) 
wa -caftbt-a^tly^diflingarth rti^fe , ' 
therefore we cannot d efine wliat"0j3d Yf 
is, and by acdnfequent, wi are not 
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fure that there is a cod. This is all 
oneas ifthey fliouldfay ; becaufe the 
profeflbrs of humane Arts and libe- 
rall fciences cannot affignc to every 
fpecics their effentiall differences and 
' proper paffions > therefore there are 
no inch differences nor proper paf- 
fions belonging unto them , and Dya 
confeqnent there are no fuch things , 
an J by another confequent no fuch 
fp'ccfes i and againe, that thefe things 
, benotknowne unto nature, becaufe 

r they are not jfnowne unto us. So 
mans ignorance fbail overthrow the 

, rirtainety and undoubted truth of 
hberall fciences, andmalce thefecrcts 
of nature to be no fecrets. 

I But > it i s no merVaile if we cannot 
(new the difference betweene the 
things which have no difference. In 
man IconfefTc that will is one thing, 
and fufferance is another, becaufe 

! man is not fo powerful] , but that his 

I will is often withftood, and there- 
fore he fuftereth againfthis will. So 
^ofis his will was the people ^, 
ihould have beene obedient ,butthey 
were rebe/lious , and he did fuffer 
their rebellion which he could not 

hinder. 
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hinder. As alfo men doe fuffcr often- 
times againft their will, that which 
is in their power to hinder % but not 
without a greater mifchicfe , and fo 
Mops his will being they^ fhould 
keepe their wives, yet did fuffcr them 
by a bill of divorcement to put them 
away, but he did fuffer them for the 
hardneiTe of their hearts,becaufe, had 
henotfufferedthem they would have, 
fhine their wives. But, God is om- 
nipotent as the Apoftle fpeaketh : 
vv hy doth he yet complaine ? for who 
refifted his will? he will have mercy 
upon whom he will have mercy* and 
whom he wiL he hardneth. And, as 
our Saviour faith: Thou haft hidden 
thefe things from the wife men of 
the world/becaufe it was thy will and 
pleafure* So God fuffueth lb much 
as he is willing to have effefted, and 
he vvilleth no more then he fuffeicth, 
and , if he hid not this omnipoten- 
cy , he were not God , and therefore 
with God to will and to fuffcr , are 
all one. Bat , idem reifefta cjufdem 
non poteft dijferrea feiffi , thefame thing 
I in the fame refpeft cannot differ from 
it fclfe. Thefe things be %/i & 

tonpribtu 
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tonpTtbm^Henotd^ fo common and 
obvious to every firaplc mans under* 
ftanding, that 1 marvell how any man 
(hould be ignorant of them. 

But as for Gods revealed will > it 
is often contrary to hit fufferance, in 
as much as it is contrary to his fecret 
will, which is all one with his fuffe- 
ranee. For example > in his revealed 
will, he faith : Thou (halt not ftcale, Exod * 
Thou fhalt not commit adultery, 
raurthcr , Idolatry, and yet* inbis 
fecret will he f offered the Ckddtans 
to Itealc , Aaron to commit idolt- Iob *• 
try, Davtd to commit murtherand ^Jy*'' 
adultery , for had it not ftood with 
his will, they coald not have dorife 
thefe things , b?caufe he is cmnjpo- 
trnt> and norhing can be done againft 
his will Neither can the At&eifts 
fcoffe at this diftinfiion of QcAi fe- 
rret will a«d his revealed will, be- 
cmfe they fee k fo plakiely proved. 
For they find his revealed will re- 
vealed unro them in his written 
word j where he faich i Thou (halt 
*hot commie adultery, and againe they Exo ^ 1<>B 
find his fecret will to be contrary 
to that which he publifhcd & revealed 
G in 
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in bis word , becaufe he foffcted 2>4- 
> vid'to commit adultery , unk-iTe they 
will blafphemoulty, and contrary to 
fenfeand reaibn , fay that the power 
ofGodwas fo weake, that he was 
not able to hinder Davids adultery, 
.foiadeed it might follow that there 
wecenevcraGod * forunleffe be be 
omnipotent he is no God, Now his 
revealed will is many rimes contrary 
,to his ftjfterance , becaufe he fuffe- 
*eth that which hcharh willed and 
commanded to the contrary , as I 
have fhewed you in 'David and the 
reft. And this will and his fuffierance 
doe differ in the fe pointy firft , in re- 
fpe&ofour knowledge, fecondly in 
refpc&of the divers ends whereumo 
he willeth and fuftereth. Concerning 
our knowledge, weknow his revea- 
led will , ever fince it was written 
-and piibli flied in his word , but what 
he will fufter contrary to that his 
commandement > is hidden from us> 
anduntill it come to palfe > and we 
fee thao f he hath fuflfered it. As for 
divcrfity of f nds'which he purpofeth 
in his will and his fufferance , 1 will 
(hew you-by* familiar example. He 
vx willeth 



willeth that no man fliall fteale , tn^t 
fo no cH'ceFe may cxcufe 'Kttiifetfe BV 
pleading ignorance , and yet Hefi^f 

mm§M ffwS m«. 

^ niouldnotbetrdyliim . that it he A a, 
'didbetrayhim he liquid not be ex- M«. 
Vnfable /yetftcretly hq Wilted ;^ 
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'diRinaiQn of Wills ittay hot .Teeme 




titties mjkth a pnblike '.Proclama- 
tion that this o'r that Law fliall be 
executed,' and yet rio'twithftanding 
ha'th a%t mbningtQ hinder ma- 
ny particiiUrs, contrary to that which 



he Jiath publifried brief to : di.l^ehce 
vvith his owne Proclamation, al- 
though- the people take no riotice 

" Againe, t her e things arefaid to dif- 
fer in this inaM/orrefy ihregard of 
our undemanding, as his will and his 
fr.rfer*ncc are diverfly apprehended 
l?y^s J > Was they are in God him- 
G » fclfc. 



Wfe, theycannot differ, becaufe in 
Wifcdome, wiij^rengtb, 

jcifcr and bis fnfterance is his fclfe, 
SJ 1 ; 1 I*$?>r th,ng coi 

.And becaufe he is a .tranfeendent , 
Whichare in the p;edicam e nta!I line, 

o effentuaU . Q bun, he , m ot 

A^ftcanalleageagainftus. ' 
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Chapter IX, 

. , That thttmd had ftymfy ' 

A /T?^' > t;teth > t nat in the 
I \/ 1 be gi n n>ng God made hea- „ 
1 VAvenandcarth, Thatis.in G * n ' 1 * 
the firft momentof time> or, when 
time firft began , then God began hi» 
worlce of the Creation of the world. 
Which time, for as much as it is de« 
fined to be Wgmtrw or men for* tuo y 
tw , the meafureof the motionof all 
naiurall bodies , and the fubjedt of 
time is the veryoody of heaven which 
is firft movedj and by which all other 
nacurall bodyesare fecondarily mo- 
ved : time was not before nor after 
the heavens , but they were created 
both together! and becaufe after the 
end of the world morion fhail ceafe« 
even as bt fore the beginning, fo af- 
ter the ending there mail be no more . 
time. So then , whereas it is faid > in 
the beginning God made heaven and 
earth, it is all one as if he had laid* 
that once he made them. 

G ? By 



By this making is meant creation, 
which is ttfWaktfirttoftg-df Aching, 
having no matter precedent one of . 
whjch hc^iQPld make it , and ?his 
mull neceffarily follow , becaufe if 
there had beene any matter r beforo 
Whereof he fliOuld hive nude the 
world ; tfut matter had bfeehe ih 
feme place >fo "then; if iMfe wafe 

Slace and matter , there wis a. world 
hm the Creation of the ^orld.ind 
the world could' not be the fir ft thing 
that was made, Creation is ana&ion 
fcf God, not intentional! but reall, 
not inwiijtf 

nentbuttranfient, by the which he 
giveth to things thetfberng. For. 
although the wiflof God alOnfe with 
reference to the things Which arc 
made , were fufficient > yet there is a 
kindof influente of Gods power exe- 
cuting hiswili, which doth afterward 
follow in his worke, It $ an a&icn 
troth ncceffary and voluntary : necef- 
Tary becaufe he decreed , and yet v&L < 
Juntary 3 becaufe it was his will ro 
create the world. Ahd that it was no 
bard thing for him to create the 
World of nottiih^, neither abfurd cb. 
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fay that God did create any thing of 
nothing , it is apparent , for as much 
as we fee creation in the Angels, 
which are immaterial , and there- 
forecannot be of any precedent mat- 
ter , asalfothe fouies cf men * which; 
he then did , and now continually 
doth create , whichareamaflifeft ar* 
gument to prove Creation.. 

Out of this do&rinc alfo follow- 
cth another conclufion , that God 
onely is eternall and before time , 
becaufe he did once create the hea- 
ven and the earth $ and gave them 
their beginning < ? whereas before 
they were not t neither was there any 
thing bcfides himfelfe. 

God before the world was made, 
was in himfelfe, and unto himfelfe 
indeed of the world, and he was 
alone , becaufe there waa nothing but 
himfelfe , and yet not fo alone t but 
that he had all power, wifedome, and 
happineffe in himfelfe. 

He had no need of the world or 
any thing contained in it , for as 
much as he was eternally vvithout 
it, and therefore could ftand without 
it, and had not his dependance of it. 

G 4 He 
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tit was infinitly happy in himfelfe, 
and therefore the Creation of ic 
could addenohappineflc unto him, 
and if he had needed it , he could 
have made it before* Neither did he 
then make it becaufe he was weary 
of being without it, or that it dif- 
pleafcd him that he had not made ic 
before > becaufe he did not make that 
which he would not , but be would 
have that which he made, and that 
which he would he did make in or- 
der , and therefore he made it not 
rafhly but dcliberatly , not caftally 
but wiiely, and in time he did all 
things 5 and in time , ^Ipecially he 
made thee 6 thou Atheift , chat whilft 
thou haft time to live , thou fhouldft 
acknowledge and worlhip him. i 

The manner how he made it , even 
as Kings doe> by his commande- I 
mentencfy. HefaiJ the word* and 
it was done. If youaskc how God 
fliouldfpeake? or who (hould heare 
his voyce when there was nothing 
befides himfelfe ? he fpake, that is, he 
decreed with himfelfe that it (Wild 
befo.Ifyouaskcwhat moved him to 
create it , when he could be afwell 

with. 
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without it? being delighted with the 
reflexion of his own glory which he 
faw in himfelfe , nude creatures* be- 
caufe he would have fome to be par- 
takers alio of that bis happsneflfe , as 
men and Angels > and for their fakei 
he made the world > that they might 
be cont yned in ic, Angels in heavee*, 
men upon the fuperficies of the earth* 
and ail other cteatures for the ufc 
of man , that fo Angels and men 
feeing his gcodneffe, whereof they 
were made partakers , ihopldprayfc 
him. 

As for the Philofophers,and Poets, 
and great wife men of the world, 
a!th )ugh they enjoyed not ttic Bible, 
as were Lfttercmw Trifmegifiut $ 
\ II enter , Htfiodni * dri&orie , Tttllj f 
Ovid , they 1 all hdd that the world 
had a beginning , and that God 
was the maker of ic. How then is 
it that now our Atheifts* deny the 
'fiihe? Surety theyjchinkerihemfiWfis 
wife, and are becomeifooliih , as r|fe 
Apoftle fpeaketh. For they tliinke 
there may be an effett ^vvithoirc a 
traufe, a motionr without a na$- 
vcr i a wcrke Mtbout a»frorkeirn3<i. 

G 5 But 
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But bccaofe dilpntacion is not to be 
held with them which are ignorant, 
but with the learned, and the lear- 
ned will not prejudice their know- 
ledge io much, as to be thought not 
able to yeeld artafon of their aller- 
tions : let us examine the reafons 
which they alieadgewhy they (hould 
hold that the world war without be- 
ginning ? 

iJfrM<x/e (fay th y) pffirmeth, 
that there can be no motion without 
a mover, and there muft be a due 
proportion inter thotorem & id quod 
movetnr , betwecne that which is 
moved and that by whom ir i$ mo- 
ved: there m one Sphere which is 
called f mum mobile, the firft body 
Which ifritoved, To there muft be 
onefirftagenttomovethefame, but 
be did move from eternity, there was 
therefore fomethin* which from 
eternity wano^e moved by him, 
and that rs-che higheft Sphere. For 
(jay they ) if he did not from all eter- 
my move this Sphere , but began the 
vvald* then non agens f^u m eft 
of no agent he was madeaa 
*{5<mt, .which cculd not be with- 

out 



out alteration , but that could not ba 
becaufc God is notfubjetf to altera- 
tion , for then ftiould he alio be 
fuhje& to corruption > and (b fliould 
benoGjd. The argument I fry, doth 
not follow, for, although that God 
is (aid to be ^TriiHHs motor ab Atemo t 
rhe firft nr.over from eternity f yet he 
di I not *&h mover e ab aterw } this 
motion of his was not in a&ion eter-< 
nally , & therefore it is not rightly 
inferred that there (hoald be for that 
ca ^fe any change in God, For God 
whatfoever in his eternall foreknow- 
ledge he intended to doe, is faid to 
doe it in the fame manner as lie in- 
tended it, and that motion which* 
was not in rernm nature [ubjijlens f 
fubfiftingin the nature of things as 
they terme it> yet in God was al- 
wayes fubfifting , with whom all 
future things are prefent^ which cal- 
led the thirtgs that were not , by th jir 
names, as if they were, H? or- 
dained every thing that it fho lid V, 
even before the foundation of the 
world vvaslayed: thereafonis, be- 
caufe that eternall and divine effence 
doth not acknowledge time , he fceth 
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things paft , prcfcnt , a(1 d future , not 
fucceffirely , but all at once. There- 
fore they have not yet attaynedtothe 
true undemanding oUnBotlej mea- 
ning which argue in this m inner. 

Naturally I ccnfefle , motion is 
without beguming , bccaufc one mo- 
tion cannot beg ti wi hout another 
precedent motion , fo hkewife it can- 
not end without alteration, becaufe 
tnomni vtrtemfono yhyfico , in every 
naturall thing vvhofe parts have their 
coherence together t as this hath, 
there isaperpctoall fuceefhon which 
may be divided into infinite parts of 
the Tarns propoition. For even as 
in time, and every pait thereof, there 
is one prefent momenc or inflant 
which argneth that there is another 
paft, and another future: foin every 
motion which is meafured by time , 
there is one prefent mutation, which 
•rgueihone motion precedent, and 
another fiibfcquent , becaufe every 
motion is a change, either of fob. 
«»noe, or of quantity , orofqn,ii ty , 
« of place. And therefore the firft 
moment of time cannot beaffigned, 
nor the &ft oiuution which is in mo. 

tion. 
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tion. The naturall Philosophers could 
not difcernc by natare , whether was 
firft the Hen or the cg^c , becanfe 
one cannot be without the other , 
and therefore they luppofed that 
eternally the generation of one was 
the corruption of another, and fo 
there (hould be an eternall revolu- 
tion of things, which indeed natu- 
rally muftbefo ,but mctaphyfieally 
it is not fo , becaufe there is a God 
above nature by whom nature is over- 
ruled. Neither is it marvell though 
Philofophy and Faith doc not fpeakc 
alike concerning the beginning of 
the world, when the Mctaphyfiks 
and their principles differ fo much 
from the Phyfiks and their principles, 
and tArijtotle difl'enteth fo much 
from *yirifiotle, one and the felfe- 
fame man from himfelfe. 

It is nothing to sffirme that the 
world fimply bzi no beginning, and 
another thing to fay that nature did 
not make the world > and that by the 
power of nature it (ball have no end, 
for , God and Nature arc divers 
things, e^ri^f/fconfeffed that the 
world began,and MI have an end, in 

refpeft 
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tefpeft of the divine and fnpematurall 
power, becaufe he laid that God as 
heis the firft mover , fo he is the firlt 
cauie of motion, ai\d actually infinite, 
a moft free agent, nottyedtoany fe- 
condary caufes > inftr nment s ,6c means 
whetby heworketh.Hcwhichisecer- 
n ill was before all motion, and can be 
without motion or ciitfii becaufe he 
m )de borh motion & time. n/tnStotle 
dmieth that any ihing which is eter- 
nall can be meafured by time.hc dent- 
eth Godtobeintimeiandby a come- 
qnenthedeniechhimto be tyed umo 
motion which is meafured by time* { _ 
God moved eternally > but his 
motion was metaphyficall, which was 
nothing elfe 5 but to will > to nil!, and 
to underftand. The world thei efore 
is not without beginning in rdped 
of thefirft caufe which is God* but of 
the fecond caufe wtich is nature , for 
then nature fliould be injurious 
unto herfelft j if (he doc vio- 
lence unto hetfetfe ,>nd be a caufe of 
her owns deftru&ion. And there- 
fore, according to nature there is a re- 
ference and due proportion between 
him which moveth and that which is 

moved, 
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moved j and the motion it felfc , and 
fothe eternity of the mover muttar* 
gne the eternity oithething which by 
him is move t * and of the motion, but 
God hath 5 and exercifeth his meca- 
phyficallpower and authority over all 
things, whereby he counterchecketh, 
and ovet-ruieth ihefe things. 

The arguments therefore which 
-the Philofophers produce to prove 
the eternity of the world > are redu- 
ced unto thefc* Firrt, ifthsre were 
any firft morion, the mover and t^e 
moved body from whence this mo- 
tion proceeded had their beginning* 
or they were without beginning, if 
they had a beginning ,.they be- 
gan by a precedent motion y be- 
caufe nothing can begin but by mo- 
tion , and fo that which is called the 
firft motion could not be the firtt 
becaufe another went before it. But 
if they were without beginning, k is 
a great abfurdity to fay that he which 
was an eternall mover > yet did not 
move , and that which was alwayes 
moved > norwithftanding was with- 
outmotion. Secondlyrtime is $tftf-i 
,nall,fcr it is intbc definition of rime* 

that 
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that there is alwayes in it aprefent 
inftant or momenta which joyneth 
together that which is paft and that 
which is future, and the efore the fir (1 
inltant of time camot be afligncd, 
and. therefore motion isallb eternal!* 
becaufethereisajuft proportion be- 
tweenc the mealure which istimei 
and the thing mealured, which is mo- 
tion. Thirdly, there nuiftbea pro- 
portion betweenethe caufcand the 
effeft ) the mover and that which is 
mo ved>b<caufe there can be no com- 
panion bctweene that which is infi- 
nite and that which is finite , that 
which is etcrn3ll and thit which is 
temporal!. But this one anfwer Is 
ludhti i* inft< *dof ^^his fling to kill Gx r 
i Sam # i7. li*h 9 of Judith her fword to ^cut oft" 
Exod. 7. the head of Holophernes 5 of Samp- 
Michiu fons]m bone to flay all dmPtiw* 
times, and of Mofestiis tod to dc- 
voure the Serpent* of the Sorcerers 
of jfigypt, to wit that thefcthingfc 

hnlrf ^n*!v Sntiiatiirall movers W hi rh 



aretyed unto inftruments and mean?* 
but not in God which is a fupernatu- 
rail and free agent , tbefc arguments 
holdiflthing* that be finit not infihtt, 

Ji Phyficall 
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phyficall not metaphyficali , whicfr 
workc of neceffity and not of 
will f but odicrwifc they be no 
good confequence , they dee not 
nold. 

Let this therefore be the flate of 
the qucftioii. God had .ciern% 
the very fhape and Idea of the 
world which he conceived in his 
mind , and he eternally decreed 
when and how it fliould be , even 
as when aworkeman determineth 
to frame a piece of worke, he firft 
frameth it in bis mind, but doth 
not prefently begin the fame: fo he 
decreed etetnally , and before all 
titnci whcn 3 and howthc world (hould 
be intime. He which is the etenwll 
fountaine of goodneflc , which foun- 
taine notwithftanding did not eter- 
nally iffuc forth into ftrcames, but 
w time>did nor eternally communi- 
cate unto others, this his goodnes.but 
was a fountaine of water , which for a 
long feafon iyech hidden in the earth 

\ before it doth gufliout.But he was not 
as a Carpenter which maketb an houfe 
becaufc hz hath need ofan Loufe.Ther- 

1 forehedid not eternally create , not 

because 
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becaufe he could not , but becaufe he 
would nou&iie would not jbccaufe he 
had eternally decreed tbarthe world 
P*ould be in trme J & he fo decreedthat 
fo he might bring us to the knowJedg 
of himfclfe , for as much as when we 
know that the world Was not aiwaics, 
we arc forced to confeffe that there 
is a fuperiour caule from whence ic 
had his beginning , whereas if it had 
beene created from eternity, and had 
had no beginnings could not fo ea« 
fily htvedifecrned how God fliould 
Have bin the Creator of it. And there- 
fore it cannot follow in this place, 
that there warin God any mutation or 
mutability , became before tbe world 
was made he was not willing that if 
ftiould be made , and afterward when 
k was made, he was willing. Sainc 
De civh. Auguftine faith : Novit "Bern agens 
ViiLi i. qniefctre > & qttiefcensagere , potefi ad 
1 7< dltonem mvm femfiternttm adhibetc 
confilium , fdtjue fine mttatione fiui , 
qH<tot*M in infinitum mn cadit muta- 
te. Gci knoweth how to be an agent 
doing nothing, and to doe noting 
being an agent, tobring his eter- 
nal decree to a new adtion without 

any 
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that whi^ is'^fjnite' is not %^ 
to-ikeration. You cannot fay pro-' 
pkW tftat God made not the world 
fdfc bccaufe he would nor, bccaufe 
with God rheri istiotHing :f6oner or 
Iat<?r,fdr although God doth worlce 
in time , yet he cannot be apprehen- 
ded by tin,r, his anions are meafu- 
rfe by unk not in rtfpeftof himfelfe, 
but onely in f refpeft of us j tfeic 
ftfis anions may bedemonfiWed.and 
made m^ifeft unto us. Neither 
fagjht thefe things to fcenje ftrange 

' hntoas , becaufe the very light of 
natural? reafoa gtvfetti us thus itofefi 
to underftand , 'that there is an brder 
ofdufes > and that one being fubor- 
cfiriate unto atiother , we muft full 
afcend up untill we come to on^ 
which is above all the reft , which is 
of it felfe actually infinite* and that 
isGod. Ar.dagainei reafon doth tell 
us that becaufe God is of an infinite 
nature, his effence is fimple ; not 
tyed to meanes by which he woibeth 
( for according to the n!es of Phi-* 
lofophy , that agent is moft noble 

I which needeth the fevveft meanes ) 

ani 



1 5< Jgdwft Jtbeifm. 

and being not tyed to tneanes he 
oeedcth no matter to wotke by, 
Alfo reafon doth tell us that as every 
thing is, foitworketh, but God is 
ofhimfdfe abfoluteand not depen- 
ding of any , and therefore vvorkerh 
in the fame manner , 'that he is a free 
agent, and therefcre cannot be 
compelled , that he is omnipotent, 
and therefore nothing can be bard 
or occult, unto him , and becaufe 
he is infinite , be is tranfeendent 
above all the bounds of nature. 
Out of all thefe principles I con- 
elude. The world had a beginning, 
God which is evcriafting made it 
ijn time . and hee made it of no- 
thing , that is , without any mat- 
ter precedent or going before the 
Veation of it. 
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Chaptir X. 
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Chap. 



Oftht Sonlt ef m* 3 \-»h«t it ui 
whtttce it cdmmttb ? W tht 
immrulityofit, 

L N Atheift Having heard a 
V Preacher in his Sermon make 
Jk mention of the look : the 
Settnon being cnded,asked himwhat 
the foulc was ? an t whether it were 
anything or nothing ? After difputa- 
tionbetweene both, the ftjheifl laid : 
J will fhew youwhat itis. So hecau- 
fed a candje to be lighted & brought 
to the. table , heb!ew it oi:t, and laid : 
, your foule is no more then the ; fl ifoe 
f of that'candlej, you fee an end of that, 
it is blowneoiit, and fo'fliall'it be 
with your foulc when' you die. Per- 
adventure , fpme caufe oft his urigod- 
Jyjflertion might be. tlie amhigiiity 
of tble wptd) ; Vox ^airjt |H in 
divers places calleth the foulc by no 
better name then Flatm which pro- 
per Iyfign;fiethrio mo/ethen a breath, 

; mngevery foulc, arid it is writteii that 

God 
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God breathed into tsfdamtbc breath 
ortife. A&Mffflttf Scriptures it is 
fometimes confounded with»nvft* 

which is ' a breath X*ndfc?4^\!M 
wtvpfc \*»tdik mkiphim^i Soule 
and a breathw a blafi> in fignifica- 
tion are all one Ti?er c fpre^iatl may 

bjgmty of the, word > that rftfiVjg 
.may be miflaken, it iignificrfTchCTe 
things , i. the life of any thing , 
ttiima .mea eft in m^nibm meu faith 

■p*jti4\ M^W^ hand*/ 
i Sam. 18, meaning his life, a, a'tfefte, 0%t 
fouieqf Davidmt joyned to the loule 
of Jonathan. 5. the whole mari cori ■ 
Ming of body arid foufe, ' fofeaventy 



Pfal.i8. 




Mpttehend.it me~ etU 

yet within me. And itw*s M of 
.which feli tk>wie dead for 



% to 




mhis body that befoay be revived 
againe. 5. It is alfo xdkm famothing, 10 
Mild the Prophet :? vvfifaveconeei- Pfa # it. 
ved , and beene in travel^ and we 
have brooght forth a fonteyeperimm 
JpiriMw, thati9nothiriar,:beGatifcthe 
loule or >fpiric although- it4>e foma- 
things and a moft excellent thing, 
yetbecaufe it is not vifible, not any 
fenfible thing , hetrallech it nothing. 
6. It is taken for that which is rege- 
nerate by the Spirit of God , fo feidb 
the Apoftle: Trify* ; che fpirit lu* Gal ^- 
fleth againft the fiefh, that is, the fpl- 
rit as it is guided by God* doth 11 rive 
and wraftle with it felfe,. 7. when the 
fonle and the fpirit doe concurre to 
getherin thefame fenrence , the fonle 
fignificth mans will, and the fpirit 
his undemanding > fo the ApoRIe 
jfeitb: I pray God that your whole 1 Thcf ' 
jrpmtand fowleand bqdymay be kept 
'blameleffe, &c. But latf of aihand in 
this pbee it is tiut which is defined 
by vfriftotle Aihts cor^ru oxgqni- 
ciwpotcntia vitam habeniis rM^ec 
or perfeftion of th^boidyirwbhchfgi- 
>vcth unto the body life jfewfe^ma- 
lion, vegetation, &c. And .of/'tJ* 
U iiOfll fignifi- 
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!fignificatioo of the fonle we arc to 
difputein this place. 
to Concerning the originall of the 
fouie, which I propofed inthefecond 
place, k h agreed upon by the btft 
Divines and Philofophers , that fmcc 
thre firft Sab^th ^ God ceafed from 
aeatmj; any inorevifibiethingSi but 
that he doth Qttitidic novas ammo* 
.credre, create new foules every day 
and houre , and moment * for as 
xnuchas every moment yo r <rig chil- 
dren are quickned in their mothers 
wombes i and that Anima homing 
€T9dndoinfUffditHY % & thfundendo crea- 
tur ^ mansfouleis in one moment in- 
fefed by creation , and created by irt- 
fufion of it into the body* i Rm Opta- 
*g«l. tHS deficcth to be refolvedby Saint 
m.Lfj. AuguStine concerning rhis doubt of 
the originall of iht(ou\e:ntr;in**n&* 
ytfd ut corpora , propagation* naftaMvf) 
untune ex'ilU ma antma prmo h o~ 
\mmichatatfi) vcl D.ewfitieHlhpro- 
fagattonc aqiwas kqvos §Aciat fcgHlus 
fropriM K Whether every mans kiute 
4?jnicrie out of ^dkm foolers every 
mins body is' made out of Adams 
rtedy ith*t fo,by propagation a/or fc 

(hou'd 
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fhould come out of a foule , as abo- 
dy commeth out of a body ? or 
whether God doth efpccially create 
to every mans body a new foule pro- 
per onety to that body? He anwe- 
rcth; that inthe fame manner as God 
made Ad*w foule of nothing, fohe 
made ail mens foules of nothing * 
and he provcth it thus , u When 0 , 
tsfdam faith of Eve { flefh of my fleQi 
and bone of my bone, he doth not 
fay, foule of my loule. a. If any man 
hold that the foule of man commeth 
of man > be muft fhew > that as one 
light is kin lied of another, and one 
fire lighted of another without diSii- 
nifliing of their former light a&d 
heate: fo the foule mutt proceed out 
of another foule, the fame foule ouc 
of which itptoceedeth beiognotdi- 
minifhed > which cannot be expref- 
fed how it might bebythewicofman. 
Andbefides, faith he, it is dange- 
rous to hold fo, leaa ye fall into the 
error of Tcrtulli** > which dee- # 
med the foule to be -a body and [ 
ot a fpirit , for fo it muft be borne 
U W(**T®*of feed,as the body is. If 
hey fpeake of femen incorfomm a 
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fpirituall feed infufed invifibly into 
thefcody an the timeof manscoiic<$- 
tion; fuppofe that which is often 
feenej that that which is conceived 
doth prove an abortive and untimely 
fruit when it is Embrie , or nm homo, 
not a perfe& man , not My fhaped 
iijtfte wombe that fpirituall feed muft 
either return whence it came > wh-ch 
it cannot c!oe or pcrifh with the bo- 
dy* andthen will follow th.sabfurdi* 
ty,that animmorrall foule is borne 
of corruptible and mortall fcede. To- 
Demmu ** the Jcfuit fheweth that mans foule 
4fc 3 . cannot come ex traduce , by any Pro- 
pagation ; for thefe caufes, 1 . No na- 
tural! agent lean produce and bring 
forth that which is above it felfe, 
but the foule of man is afcove nature , 
becaufc it comprehended fuperna. 
turall things Tre Major is plaine 
hecaufc no namrall agent can worke, 
but it mufl worke upon mat- 
ter , the adtion mull be a mate- 
rial! a&icn, where as the fculeis im- 
material I. 2* Every natural] agehr, 
as I- have (hewed, doih worke upon 
matter, and the matter is capable of 
dmfion* but the foule of man isin- 

divifi- 
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divifiblc* 3* God hath created fonles 
in the fame manner as he created 
Angels, but the Angels were crea* 
ted of nothingf therefore mens fettles 
were created of nothing. 

And becanfe I have entred in- 
to this difeoule concerning the 
foule , that I may leave the Atheift 
for a little feafon » and handle one 
point for the inftru&ion of the Di- 
vine. The qticftion arifeth upon 
this difcourfe , how the foule com- 
meth to be infe&ed with finne? 
Pope Gregory the Great difputeth Adsntm- 
in this manner iSianmaoriatm cum dinmtpfr 
came ex fubftarrtia Ad<t>cnr nmji- *h 
mttl morttut cum came ? Ji cum car- 
ne non nafcitur j cunt peccato\obliga~ 
tut ? The foule is either borne toge- 
ther with the body of the fnbftan:e 
of Adam > orelfe it is onely infufed 
from above*, ifit be borne with the 
body ofche fubltenceof Adam} then 
fhou'diVilfo die with the body : ific 
be infufed of God a how can it being 
newly created , and immediatty 
enmming from God which is perfe- 
ft!y right ecus , be originally and 
na:ura:iy finfdl,aiin the flefti which 
H i or/gi* 
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originally defccndeth ftom a finfull 
man? Ofuttts defiretn to be inflrn- 
&ed how > when , and wh?re the 
foule which ofkfclfc is pure>&eoj n . 
nethtotakeinfeaion ? Saint +4h*h- 
fit** anfwereththatheis notable to 
givehimfuil foisfaAion therein. Pc- 
^wobjeaethagainft Saint Augu- 
ftjnein this manner. Iftheflcftioncly 
defended from tAda m , then is the 
flefhoncly polluted >ith finne, and 
not the foule , Qnta wjuftum eft- H t 
hodto nata anima non ex- Ad* maffa 
tamanticjHHtn ptcctttmporttt altennm* 
q*tanulkratione conccdnurut Deus 
jui propria peccata dtmitttt mum im- 
pute t aliemm , becaufc it cannot 
ftand with juftice of God , that the 
foule which is newly borne and not 
defended of Adam , and therefore 
having no fume of her owne , ftould 
beare the finne of another man,name* 
ly of Adam, which was committed id 
long before ; For it is not to be 
thought that God whichforgivcth us 
our owne finnes will impute another 
pans finnes unto us. The fou.'e faith 
he,at the firft creation is either pure 
or corrupted 3 impurfek cannot be, 
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becaufeitcommeth immediacly from 
God j and being at the firft cJeane, 
howcommeth it to be undeane?how 
can a fpirit be infe&ed by a body ? 
that which is immateriall be polluted 
bythat vyhich is materiall? But Ma- toflituuki* 
ftcr Calvin doth ftcisfie that do«br, 
faying: that although corruption be 
inherent both in the foule and the bo- 
dy , yet the caufe of that heredicary 
corruption is not in the fubftaftce, ci- 
ther of the body or the foule , but on- 
ly it wai ordained 6f God thatthe im- 
perfc&ions of the parents (honld be 
common to ill the children, even 
as according to the ltwe$ of earthly 
Princes > fnch as are defcended of pa- 
rents attainted of high treafon > or are 
alfo ftained in their blood, prejudiced 
in refpeft of their lands and honours 
\ by their fathers offences commit- 
i ted before their time > and whereof 
I they were ignorant , and it is but imi- 
tate divm& jujtitu , an imitation o£ 
that juflke which is with God. So 
then we are borne of impure feed 
p the Tfalmifi teacheth ; and noePfil^;' 
onely in the body, but alfo the foule 
is infe&ed with finne , by reafon 
■fcM H 3 of 
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of this our birth , although finne be 
more apparent in die body > then in 
the foule* and the oncly caufc why the 
foule isthus infetf ed , is this onr im- 
pure and unclicanc birch, and yet the 
foule is net of feed, or any material! 
thing, but it commcth immediacy 
from God. And ic is a weake argu- 
ment which Pclagim ufeth : that 
becaufe beleeving parents (Joe 

1 c< **7. ftnjftifie .tlieir childrca , therefore 
children cannot receive infe&ion 
from their Parenti which are re- 
generate* For the children dae 
hnealiy jdefcend from their Parcn-s 
by carnal! generation * but not by 
fpiriuiall regeneration i becaufe re- 
generation is not from beneath, 
but from above > not from men f 

. . but from the fioly-Ghoft, San<Si*- 
n } ' ficaiionis an c'p^aall bkfftng gi- 
ven in particular: but fo> that the 
generall conrfe of all mankind may 
take hold of all men , for as much as 
they all *re the Sonnet of men. 

*x-fftftw*tHr*h f rati 4 that fit are 
b >rne,it is the work? of narure , that 
wt are fabflified it is fup ernaturalL 

lo £ H and 
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I rctwritcta the AfhdfcM JinBni i 

The fdofa I fay /as ic appeiaretbby 
thefe premifc*, is of a more excellent 
and divine nature khen that.icfhonld 
bel&bjcft to mbcw^ oAdcomip 
tion. And the.efore>'ilhar^tmay 
ndt complaine with the&phrafiw % 
whoaccuied Naturebecaufc fhegave 
to Ranns and Hartsja long life* 
whom lenet&of hfe>did tiff way pro* 
ficbut imcfe*; tnans life of that Ibott- 
nefle i nhtmtxtMpw 
fgpffct fiptr* j that even then he was 
tut off and utterly octmguiflied when 
hedidbut beginto fee wife : f will 
produce thefe wgumencs" whieh are 
alleged bynaforallPhibfopfters to 
prove the immortality of the foule* 
that I may refute Th^htafim % and 
&ew pbinely that we«renoc^terH 
extingmftied by death, an! that af. 
rhoughwe doe but then begin to be 
wife when we are neare our death * 
yet we doe not then celfe CO be wife, 
but then we increa fc in Wifedome 

whenthefouleis fepara&dffomthe 

body. My re/ens ace thefe 
The Fir ft is drawne from the u*- 
H 4 dcJ> 
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derftandihg of man, fbrmansfcble 
is of infiniteca^acity^tfafeoinrcitiinl 
derftandeth the more it is able to un- 
derftancL It is able to comprehend 
not onely the whole world , but infi- 
mtrtrorlds* In rrombring it can ad de 
and irmlttply fo farrc, that of addi- 
tion and multiplication there (hall be 
uocod. It is able to imagine infinite 
per feiHon.ButiWhatfocvcr is infinite 
in capacity, isalfo infinite in continu- 
ance, bccanfe, as the propriety of any 
thing is,fo is theexiftence of thefame. 
Bat, for as mochas it Is infinitly capa- 
ble in this lifoand cannot be fatisfied 
inthiilifcttereforeit mnftbe fatis- 
fied in the life to come 
Qffifam * * The objed of mans underftan- 
/ft, v diogis truth, as Tullj fpeaketh , not 
in particular* but in generalhwhichis 
the w^ywherby alhhingsjare known, 
And therefore it cannot be fatisfied 
imtill it come unto that in which all 
trqth confiftcth , and that is God, 
' which is truth it felfe according to his 
cflence? for n:> accidentsare in h m. 
And foi-as much a* this cannot be .at- 
tained unto in this life, therefore it U 
refcrved untoabetter life*. 
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^ The objed^ of mans underftan- 

dingis'BNS , every thing that is, but 
becaufe there are fdme things niatc- 
riali &fome fpit ituall,it mnft conceive 
them both , and a* for the thmg* 
which be immatcriall and wthouf 
bodies, it cannot diftinfHy conceive 
them in this fraile body, thereforethe 
conceiving of them bolongeth to the 
ioule when it is feparased from the 
body. 

4. All men by nature defire 
Knowledge as the Philofopher fpea- 
keth, but (tire eft rem per taufo Met*pbifi- 
co^nofcere , to know a thing IS to arum J. r. 
judge and difcerne of the emfaW Poflaiorm 
it« So then becaufe it is natural ' t0 1 ♦ 
every man when he feeth any effe&i 
to fearch out the caufes of that effect * 
andagaine, when he hath found out 
the eaufe > to fearch further , and exa- 
mine what is the caufe of thatcaufe* 
a.id foto afcend higher untill he co;ne 
to-chehigheft caufe. which is God. 
And that cannot be'in this life, be- 
caafe the offence of God is not con^ 
cervedbydifcourfingofhirn , but by! 
perfectly feeing of him, & -beholding 
of himfacetoface>evenasheis. >n « 
H 5 My 
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* Jfefttfld J«to ■» ! fowl 

the will of man. That allow infinite, 
for be can love that which is good, 
noconely in the firft degree , but alio 
inthefecond and third , neither can 
thetebeanyendofhis love, but Aill 
his loving and liking may increafc as 
Saint Jttgufiine faith in his Medita- 
tions: Euamo te Dominc, & ft hoc 
mkfi$fEcit/unt tejlm* &f>boc ]>*"*»> 
tftamtbo to vdtim , Behold Lord I 
love thecif this be not enough , 1 
will love thee more, and if rhat be 
not yet enough > 1 will ftill lovi thee 
woce Man may defire that which is 
infinitely good » and this infinite ca- 
pacity of the will mod be fulfilled, 
and becanfe not in this life > therefore 
after death. j 

a The liberty alio ana freeaome 
of mins will ( 1 meanenot in Divine 
but in civilland domefticall affaires ) 
is of an infinit power , which is a 
ILfficient argument to prove the im- 
mortality of iheieu'e. rfcot if mm 
will not i bo crwture is aW to force 
bis will to love tfcisthingor that, 
vclnfit4fpoteft cs(i , who can impofe 
a neccflky upon man to be willing 
\ H 'V ft 



or unwilling to doe this or that ? 'but 
onely God Which, hath cfeafed both 
the will and i!ndcrftan-*ing> and is 
therefore above them both. 

3 The objeft of the will is that 
whatever is good ^itone all 
^oodnefl j' j,! generall y and therefore 
never refteth , : but Mill willeth and 
defiieth , untill it corns to perfect 
fruition of God n whom all good- 
ncfle is irirludcd , who is effcntrally 
goodinhimfelfe. 

4 The will of mm moveth it felfc 
toone thin^ and sn other , and is n<it 
ii^>ved by any na urall ^?nt,'and as 
tfewffl is, fo is the conceit felfe, 
and ! therefore notfubjrcT to cbmipl 
wwp raw 

A- third rerfon, the very appe- 
tite of ni4n » aflb infinite , it finde;h 
nocfiwrenrment among all the things 
Which • ir<* nnier th; Sume , it is ne- 
ver fitisfied with the defire of hap. 
ninefle, knowledge ^onour, g )- 
»y» and eternity, thai it 

*ay>lfl*^^thr|W to what- 
foeyef tiatnre hath given this a> 
petite t It hath alfo appointed how 
tfos 1 appetittf ftull be Tvisfied, 
fl»«t and 



and th*t rm^bconely after death. . 

A fourth, t be very operations of 
the foule it fclfe without any refe- 
rence uttoxhe body* As for exam- 
ple to bfilecvc, gocch farre above 
£nfe> aridii an aft leparatcdfromit. 
To diftinguifli bctweene a body and 
a fpirit f to imagin thole things which 
are but onely imaginary n as vmmm % 
infinitum, inrerum nature erqpunes > 
Infinitenefle in wordly and naturall 
things* mathematical! lines , to make 
fillogt[ms x to define, devide* demon- 
grate. And thefe things it doth with* 
outtheconditions & properties ofthe 
body, andit doth thefe things tb? bet t 
tcr.the more it is abftfa&ed from the 
body, and therefore doth then beftof 
all>wheniL is altogetherout of the bo- 
dy , and at foil liberty, thefe things 
which doc not depend upon the bo- 
dy , neither can be ac<»mplift)cd by 
the Organs and Indumenta of the 
body. 

Afifc, npthing can be^ftr<)y f e^ 
by that wherin the petrc^ipp|oi » 
itahconfift, but the very p^rfa&on 
©f the foule doth confift it , • the 
.bara&on and reparation of it 

from 



from 'the body which appeared! 
by the judgement of all moral! Phi- 
lofophers which hold the very high- 
pft perfe&ionof vertue , to be then 
when man doth not follow the pal- 
fions and perrurbations of the bo- 
dy, but doth fubdue them who- 
Iy to the minde and underftan- 
dmg 

The fixe , There is a kind of re- 
fle&ien of the minde and all the 
faculties thereof 3 above it fclfe t 
the underftanding underftandeth 
that it doth tmderftand * the will 
willeth ithat it ihall be willing, 
the memory retoeuibreth that it 
doth remember yf{> it underftan- 
detb that it willeth and doth re- 
member . , which no bodily nor 
mc^albthi^ can . perforate , it- 
M/l^<^ope fpijiituall and jimswc* 
tall* 

The feventh* Befides the ufuali 
manner of arcainiiig tft knowledge: 
fchich is, proper tq : it f«IFe , ,the 
fcule, t hftth alfp a njore divine t 
Inowlfc^fge by the influence of an 
big^^aufe,wWchisbyrevehtfoit * 
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and infiifion, Bit when ic hath fueh 
revelations it is abftra&ed from tl?e 
body, and therefore it is in a more 
perfeft cthce when it is not aft ail in 
the body. 

The tight. The firft originili or 
beginning of the fowl e is no c by any 
natural! agent , becaufe it is more 
perfect then the body, for'nocflfeft 
which is more perfe& can proceed 
from iunfc which is of Icflfc perfe- 
ction. Therefore as it proceeded no: 
fro.Tiany natural! aufe, fo it cannot 
be ddkoyed by any naturall cauie> 
and ^hcreftHie it cannot die by fcpa- 
mionbf itifromchebody. 

The ninth- The foulc fubfifteth 
by icfclfe, and therefore it cannot 
dy^ by any accident : The ante* 
oadem i prow? j hecaii&frhaite ffe* 

fhewed. < < ' *U*3 

The «n:h. E?ery tbrtigwhftS is 
cG£f^red hvk his baMa^ 
6b*m eieBc^by tfrat wtjfeH is^n^tf 

of that W^eby •'Hit prtferVcd a id 
flbnrilhed , as the Lamp goetb out 

for 



for want of oyle>or by the corruption 
of the friyft in which it is>as the beat 
of the fire when the fire is extinguifh- 
ed 3 but nothing is contrary tothefoule, 
becaufe it is a fnbftance and not an 
accident, neither doth it depend 
upon any muenall caufe, but onely 
on God, neither hath it any fubj ti 
becaufe it is no accident. 

The eleventh. That which dyeth 
with the body muft alfolanguifh and 
decay with the body, and wax old 
when the body is ola , as it appeared! 
by fence, motion ani vegetation, 
which in old men doe faile , but un- 
demanding doth increafe in age. 

The twelfeis the very convenience 
and agreement which the foulehaih 
with God>andiheAngels>it argueth 
the immortality thereof > for why 
are they faid to be im;nortall> but 
becaufe they areas the foule is \ fpiri- 
tualJ , imtmtcriall > fimplc ; no way 
mixed or depending of the body ?S 

The thirteenth. What is mbrt 
common in this life 1 then the profpew 
rity of the wicked and adverfity of- 
the godly ? But it cannot ftandwitfv 
Godi jufiicc nor his providence, th*cft 
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there fhould be no reward for wel- 
doers > and no puni(hment for un- 
godly men , therefore becaufe it is 
nor in this life, it mutt needs be in 
another life, which cannot be unleffe 
the foules of men be immortal!. 

To conclude , It is incident to 
good men to hope well , to evill 
men Co fearc and be troubled in their 
minds becaufe of their offences, there 
is Conctence. But there cannot be 
Confciencft without immortality of 
the ibule. Therefore I conclude, 
that the foale of man is immor- 
tal!. 



C hap te r XI. 

"Of Noah his Arks anfohcBehtge, 
zud % lit. n on ah dg 02 nitt v!>n*!>i» 

THe Atbeifte difpuieagairiftthe! 
ftory oityah his Arke, and 
the manner of the drowning' 
ofthe world with water, faying: it 
was .an impoflibility • thk fo; many 
creatures (hould be preferved in fo 
fmall a veffell , or that the world 
fhouidbefodeftroyed. Fcr the ber- 
six i t«r 
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ter fatisfaaiea of fuch ungodly mew, 
ettocerning that ftory > I oblerved 
thefe things which follow. 

Concerning themultitndeofbeafts 
which were in the Arke, of thofc 
which werccfeian^ were 7 of every * nmV >* 
pt athv is , 3 conpJes for increafc, 
for meat when it fhould bepefmir- 
ted to eate flcih , for labour and 
other ufa of man , and the odde 
beaft for Sacrifice, Of onclcane bcaftj 
a ofeveryfortfor inercafe, Asjfor fix 
flies , they were in the Sea, and not 
deftroyed, becaufe they were far- 
ther feparated from the fins of men, 
for they were in another element; as 
alio wchochercreatuoesajcanlivein 
the waters,as OttersSeawolvs.Swans , 
water-fowles &c. Againe , from 
the kindes ofbeafts which were in 
thtfAtke, wcr***clndd fuch as; bred 
not by generation , as Mutes fnch 
Serpents & creepingthings as are in- 
gendfed by" the Sun outof p UI rifa&i- 
on/ucb asbcing whaiy perifhed might 
hq reftored againe <in other creattirfcs 
whicli! were prefcrvedas Mules which 
are ingendred of anhorfe and a fhee 
Aife» Therefore thefe beads which 

were 
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wereifithc Atke,werconeIy tohu 
l ived upon the drie»aad proceeded by 
generation. The number of beafts 
natural. ( according to Pity and ^efner) are 
fc/Uio. notknownetobeaboveonehundreth 
vtAmm*. 40 d fifty kinds* Anditisvery likely 
W * § that they which ore not krtowne, 
ftoufd be neii her great , nor many. 
And of them which are* great, there 
itt not above forty kiades. 

As for tbe capacity ©ftheArke, it 
was 300 cubits in length , 5° in 
bieadth, 30 in height: there were 
tbreecbambers or floores in it> there- 
fore there fcastoome enough to sd* 
cdyealUhefebeaifo* and many more, 
and moatfer diem for a long time, 
that We need not for the defence of 
this Gory, to flye to GeomttrictU 
cubit*, faying \ that tMofes being 
learned in Geotnetrywd all the Atti 
Afls7, of die iEgyptiarrsi did underftand 
Gcomeiricall cubits , but plaine cu- 
bits. Such a cubit is the length of a 
mm arme from his elboe to the top 
of his middle finger.- Though ( no 
doubt ) fuch enb tv were then longer 
then no v they are , becaufe n>?n 
w*c of higher Ratu-c then now they 
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are. But the length thereof being 
300 cubits y (hewcth that it was 5 
times the length of Salomons Temple 
which was but tfo cubitslong, the iRcg ** 
bredth of it being 5o>it wa* twice 
and an halfe as broad as being but 
zo cubits broad. But the length of 
it being 300 cubits and the breadth 
50 being joyned together, doc make 
of fquare meafure , by the common 
rules of art, 1 5 thoufand cubits.More- 
over , it contained in the height of it 
2 ftories as I have &ewed , one be* 
lag above the otber,in regard where* 
of, it was j times w capable of the 
crcaturei , comaymng 3 times the 
meafure of the loweft roome, ex- 
cepting onely the thickneffe of the 
boords which made the partition be- 
tweene the floores j that is > in the 
wholo 45 thojfind eubits> an^ every 
feverall floorc cbntairiog 10* cu^t* 
in he ghc. The food of the beafts , 
whatfoever' it was before > ir might: 
be haye > hmbs and berries , for 
f what food would not hanger caufc 
them to cat? 

The wcrk^manfhip , though jc 
were above the knowledge of man 



are, 
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to devife it > and contrive it in fnch 
fort ,and above his cunning & ttrength 
to guide fo great a veflell on the wa- 
ter.and to keep it from wracks :it wa$ 
an hundred yearcs in building) it nee- 
ded pot to be lanched < ut into the wa- 
ter as (hips are , becaufe the water of 
it felfcdid beare it up when all the 
earth was over-flowne. 

From whence had God fuch great 
quantity ofwatertodrownthe world? 
There were two imrac'i iate caufes the 
Sea beneath, becaufe i he founraines 
of the deep were opened, and the 
heaven above , for the windowes of 
the heaven were alfoopea. Concer- 
ning eta waters from beneath? the 
vains & pores of the earth were bro- 
ken up to fendforth more aboundance 
of water , the waters which were be- 
fore gathered together into certaine 
places began to fweli j and feeing ra- 
rified overflowed the bank es, that, 
as before, according to nature the wa- 
ter was to hide and cover the whole 
earth, yct> feennhm mtnrd cenfilmm, 
according to the counfeltond difperu 
fation of nature i for the prefervatiou 
of thefe creatures , the water and 

the 



) the earth made but one glob ;fo now 
againe, for the detirudion of tfcefe 
creatures, the waters did hide and 
cover the whole earth > as according 
to nature they ought to doe. And 
we fee by our owne experience, 
though not in generall , becaufe God Gttu v 
hath promifcdotherwife , yet in par- 
ticular, how often the warcrgoeth 
beyond the bankes, and maketh 
breaches into the land, Anditisin 
mans reafon impoffible how it rtiould 
beotherwife, but that the water be- 
inga liquid and fluid fubfiance > fo 
far re in quantity exceeding the earthj 
and in place higher then the earth, 
fhould prcfently drowne the earth. 
But onely God dteh fnpernaturally 
governeit, and reftraine it againtt 
the nature of the firft creation.' The 
windowes of heaven were opcn> that 
is 5 as the Text dcth expot nd it , it 
rayned 40 dayes and 40 nights, all 
ihe clowds were melted and diflbl- 
ved into raine, and whereas before 

„ God federated and divided the 0 * 0 ' 1 * 
wa;crs from the waters that fome 
were beneath in the Sea and ri- 
veis , and part of the earth and, fome 

in 
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in the ayre frozen and congealed into 
clouds mow to make a delugt and 
general! over- flowing, he brake the 
partition , and let them be at liberty 
as they were before. 

« m I C A nW /° r th ? r bmer cont <™- 
ment ftand upon Inch naturall caufes 

**arebefides the Texr, as tome Di- 
vines & Philcpficrs havedone' which 
. tytnewindowsof heaven underlfcnd 

r« < m jL T °™*> among the ftarres , M„ tt 
ifmti. ma Luxa, among the Pla- 

nets. Alio I could aftdge Utfecbb. 
«m f thefcholler of KM H *ut 
in his Commentaries , which wrfteth 
that before the flood there was a 
Conjnndion of>^ rand w ^ 
in the end of C^ r , contrary ro the 

Tl f d , which reprefen. . 

redtheArke, and that this Conjim- 
flion did portend an inundation , 
although i need not to ftand upon 
theft things, becaufe the naturall 
cjiifa which I have alleadged out of 
the Text are Efficient. 

Butthtvobfea, that the waters 
covered the mountaines 1 5 cubits 
upward, as it is in the Text ,andthey 

aske 
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I* atke how that could be , feeing there 
were but two caufes , the fwelling of 
waters beneat h, and the ray ne above, 
; For feme mountaines are higher th<n 
the middle Region of the ayre, and 
by a conferment they are higher then . 
theclowdes, as namely, Oljmpw in S"J5b 
Thefalj, Artas'm Barhrpthe Alptt. ^tiodlai 
&c. Myanfweris.that ifany partof Htrodouam 
the earth is above theclowdes > it is M^tmm, 
naturall for rhe water alio to be 
above that part 0 fihe earth , be it ne- 
ver lb high, therefore it is not to be 
wondred at , much lefle is it impofli- 
bleorabfurd. 

Againe , though the clowdes are 
i not above thele few mountaines, yet 
) the firmament or middle region of 
I thesyre itfelfeis firre above them, 
and although, fome of thele moun- 
taines are found to be by the plum- 
line or perpend cular 15 furlongs 
afanding from the plaine, and the 
I c'owdes are commonly lifted up buc 
'\ 10 furlons above us , yetfometimes 
they are lifted up 40 furlongs as 
Plwy fheweth, Againe, the very iii.i.f.tj* 
waters of the deepe doe ftand above 
the mountainrs. You aske how that 

may 
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may be ? you % they Are beneath tht 
firmament , and that therefore they 
cannot be above the mountains, fee- 
ing thefe above the firmament are the 
clowds which are a great deale lower 
then the mountains, unlefle the wa- 
ters which are beneath the firma- 
ment > fhould be above the waters 
which arc above the firmament? To 
this I anfwer, that the mifts which are 
in the vallies are reckoned among 
the waters which ate above the fir- 
mament > and yet are fometimes dit 
folved into raine before they are 
drawne op fo high as the mountaines, 
for which caufc they feemetothem 
which be in the valleyrs, to be ga- 
thetcd together in the tops of the 
mountaines, and doe hide the moun- X 
taines with darkneffe : in the tops of [ 
which mountaincs, yet Springs doe 
arife>wbich are of the waters beneath 
the firmament. 

For another cavell , they objeft, 
that the flood began the 1 7 day of 
the fecond moncth , that the raine 
continued 40 dayes , that the waters 
prevakd 150 dayes, whereupon 
they aske how it could be that the 

Arke 
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Arke r cftcd upon the mount of Arme- 
nia the 7 day and the 7 moneth $ 
which by this account was 4 dayes 
before the falling of the water ? to 
them I anfwer : the waters prevaylcd 
on the earth 150 dayes 3 albeit they 
began to be diminifhed before the full 
end of 1 50 dayes* For nothing let* 
reth but that they might well be (aid 
to prevaile i that is to be ftrong and 
deep upon the earth , albeit they 
were in part diminifhed, and that 
the Arke might draw fo deep of wa- 
ter, as the mount being high s to reft 
upon it* And , where it is (aid after 
the Arke refted upon the mountains 
then the waters were abated , that is* 
it might then more plainely and fen- 
fibly be perceived and appeare to the 
eyes offyah. 

The heathen Hiflories doe mention 
this Deluge, although after a corrupt 
manner , which is not fufficient to 
ftrengthenthe truth, butyetferveth 
to convince the Atheift, And though 
Saint Au^ufHntiivh xUUHviumgen* c % w ] u p£ 
tmmncc Latmanec Gr&cawvitbifto- tff/ ? i8« 
r/Vi, no heathenifh writers do remem - 
ber k> meaning, without corruption : 
I yet 
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yet Jofefbwhith: HMpuatHmAtlH- 

rtca hifiorU fcrt$torcs r that all Bar- 
barian hiftoriographers have mentio- 
ned this Deluge and Arke of Noah, 
& t -whereof he reckonethchrfet namely 
Bmfia the Chaldeani; HmmymA 
the Egyptian , Phoenix Mnafcas, 

him rcmcmbrcth Grceke VWcrs > 
tAlexanirum Polthtfiorem , CMolo- 

nem , Empolenctm and others which 
have written of it under the nameof 
Deucalion, as they have received it 
from others by report Ovid maketh 
Mitm&i. a lively defcri prion of this Deluge 
under the name of 'Deucalion* And 
Jufli* Martyr faith > we Chriftiam 
call him Noah whom the heathens 
call Deucalion. Plut/ircb faith, that 
Apohg.i. the Dove which was fent out by 
lb. de \ndu> Deucalion his Arke brought to him a 
Jtk Amm* to k cn of the fall of the water. And 
X T*M M LvcianM Aiheilt yet faith-, that this 
*M m% generation ot man which now is, was 
not from the beginning , but that it 
wholy periled which then was, and 
that this progeny which now is y is 
another which descended from©/*- 

cation* 
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calion. And of the generation which 
periflied ? that they wef p cruell, wic- 
ked, perjured , they harboured not 
ftrangers, they were inexorable, foe 
which caufe they fuf&fcd great cala- 
mity , for fuddenly the earth poured 
out great ttore of watfcr , great qiyin- 
tity of raine fell from the $ric, the 
rivers fwellcd , the Sea arolfc tdTfuch 
an height > that the world was drow- 
ned and all things periflied. Of that 
multitude onely Deucalion was left 
alive, who was preferved by thefe 
meanes : He put himfelfe with hi* 
wife and children in a great Arke 
which he had made, when he had im- 
barqued himfelfe,therecameumo him 
Swine, Horfes, Lyons, and all other 
Beafts which the earth nourifhed, 
two of every fort. So -God left not 
himfelfe without witneffe among tht 
heathen, that thereby he might (lirre 
them up to fearch out the truth, which 
one y remained in the Church of 
God. 



It 
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Oft hi defirklTfon of Sodom . 

WHen Lot had cntrcd into 
Zo*r $ the Lord rained 
upon Sodom fire and brim- 
ftone,and burned the City, and the 
plaine, and all the inhabitants, and 
all that grew upon the etrth* And 
lotswifc behind him looked backe> 
andihe was turned into a Pillar of 
Salt. This is the ftory of the Bible* 
and what ground hath any Athcift to 
deny it? The Chrittian may eafily 
confound the Athcift , becaufe the 
reliques of it doe yet rcmaine* and 
the placedoth (hew it fclfc. Concer- 
ping the time when it was done , it is 
Yet downe in the Text , that it was 
burned in the dayes of Abraham* 
which arofe early in the morning and 
beheld the imoke of it mounting up 
as the fmoke of a Furnace. And by 
jaft computation it is well knowne 
to have beene about 391 y cares after 
*thc flood. The place is well knowne 

to 
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to all Cofmographers* and is daily 
feene by many travail ers : it is one 
of the three famous Lakes wich are 
in the Land of Canaan, which are 
commonly by the figure catachrefts 
called Seas* For in that Land there 
arc three fuch waters , the Sea of Ga- 
Hty> where *ZW, Andrew, Jameh 
and John were about their nettes, ,4t 
when our Saviour did call them to be 
Apoftles. The Sea of the Gadarew, . g 
into which the heard of fwiae did run ' 
headlong when the Devils had entred 
into themby thepermiffionof our Sa- 
viour Chrift, being beyond Jordcn 
towards tArabm and the waters are 
at this time venimous t and as it is 
thought pollutedby thofefwines,The 
third is this, which we are now to 
fpeakeof, and thefubjeft ofourdit 
courfa A great part out, which then 
was land^il now all water,and is cal- 
led j4fphsltitcsoU<rt<t\7QSWh\ch fig- ftiitiuA 
nifiethpitch f becaufe great quantityof »wa 
Ditch boyleth out of it, and isalfocal- 
led Man mortwm the dead Sea , or 
mare mmuorumtht Sea of the dead, 
becaufe no fi(h nor other creatures can 
live in it. The nature of is fuch that 
I 3 if 
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if anyboitdsbe throwne in it , they 
will prefently fmke to the bottomi 
if any veffell oe upon it, which hath 
men in it , fo long as the men live, it 
will be above thewater , butas foone 
a s the men ate dead, being poy foned 
with theftinkeof it, the veflell will 
prefently fmke. Info much that when 
Veffaftan the Empetoiir had caufcd 
eertainemen to have their hands tyed 
behind them , that they might not be 
able to fhift for themfclves , and to 
to be violently plunged into the bo- 
tame : they were prefently driven np 
agawe with as great a violence unto 
t ie top 3 aod fofloted upon the fuperfi- 
cies of thewater until they were dead. 
The quantity of this (linking lake is 
about eight high Almaine miles,with- 
in thecompafl": of ia were fcitnatcd 
thefe five Cities , Sodom >• Cjomorah, 
Jdwa, Sthom, and 5<£W\ which 
were defitoyed with fire andbnm- 
ftone, of the which the chiefc and 
principall was Sodom. 1 1 this water 
ftandcth a rocke, which to them than 
behold it, reprefentcth the imageof 
a woman . that is Lots wife. In the 
banjtes round about it > and all the 

groun I 



ground which is neareit , arefome 
reliques of thefe Cities yet remai- 
ning, lor the earth doth lookehke 
•dies taken out of a furnace , there 
arc great ftonesand pieces of rocks 
which looke as if they had beenein 
the fire , great heaps of falc , a fmell 
of fire -as if the place were flill bur- 
ning* a filthy lavour of brimfione* 
foch mokes and vapours continually 
rifmgout of the ground , that they 
doe annoy the villages and inhabi- 
tants which arS any way necre that 
place. Some Trees doe grow there-, 
and bring fruit , but the fruits there, 
of never cometoripeneire: if a man 
gather one of the Apples and cut it 
with his knife, they are foil of no- 
thing but fparkles of fire and ncyiom 
fmoakes. And therefote , for the 
confirmation of this fiory , befides 
the witneflc of the Scriptures , we 
need no more then theteftftnony of 
the place it felfe > which doth moft 
plaindy difcover it felfe. And there- 
fore the be(! connfell that lean give 
the AtheUl that readeth this ftory 
is this : that hereafter he doe no 
more deny the truth of it, or make 
I 4 any 
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any queftionbow it might be, but ra- 
ther thus : Quotk]cm<fHe legit hifto* 
fiotim time at neipje fiat htfteritt % fo 
often *s he retdeth the ftory , let 
him tremble at Gods judgement*, 
kaft he become alfo an a<ftor of fuch 
a Tragedy, and the fubjeft of the like 
fiory>thatis> lead he be turned into 
aftone as Lots wife was , or confu- 
med with Jfae and brimfton as S$~ 
4m was. 



Chapter XIII. 
OfChrifi, 

I Have (I truft ) fufficiently pro. 
ved that there isa God,', that the 
Athcitts might be converted unto 
the true Godi But becaufe this know- 
ledge of God in his creatures , is on- 
Ivfuflficientto give them occafionto 
feeke further , and noway in it felfe 
able tofave their foules, they muft 
alfcknow him in his Sonne, by whom 
onely fahration commeth. When the 
fulnefle of time was come faith the 
Apoftle, Godfent his Sonne made of 
♦woman, &c. That I may therefore 

prove 
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prove unto them God in his Sonne 
our Saviour Chrift, by humane autho- 
rities and rcafons > becaufe they will 
notftand to the authority of the Scrip- 
tures : I will not alledgethe teftimo- 
ny of the devils out of the Gofpellj 
which faid : Jefus thou Sonne of God * 
what have we to doe with thee? art 
thou come hither to torment us be* Mat 
fore the time? but out of prophane hi- 
ftories, which faid in effe£ the famei* * 
thing. For being ftlenced at his com- 
ming , that their Oracles could give 
no more anfwer , and being asked a 
reafon of their filence , one of them' 
anfwered i as in the 4 Chapter I 
have already (hewed untoyou. 

<Mc puer liebrm dhos Dent ipfe, 

gtfbernans 
Cederofedejubet t trifttrnqnendir* 

fub orct*M\ 
tAri* er$p hehmc tacit m abcedito 

noflris* 

Upon which anfwer by them given, 
AHgtiftu* the Emperour ere^edan 
Altar in the Capitoll of %o m e With 
this infeription : Ara Piumc-Ge- 
nit 1 Dn, An Altar dedicated toYne 
1 5 
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begotten Sonne of God. I can- 
not fee how anything canbe plainer 
then the Devils co^feflion by the 
Oracle of 4/4p0/<fo> wherein he is cal- 
led : "Pner Hebr&w , an Hebrew 
Child , and !Dtw a God. A child , 
there is his bkt h and humane nature, 
like that of the Prophet Efrj : Natus 
eft nobis yucr , a Child is borne unto 
Efry 5* us, and an Hebrew , as the Apoftlc 
TUbim 1 P eak(?th : Hc defcended not of An- 
Atbmlfu %d*> bat of the Iced of Abrahxm, 
And God , there i s his Divine nature* 
God is becomea child, there is Chrift 
God and man. 

Our Saviour {hewed himfelfe ma- 
ny wayes to the Infidels to be God> 
and yet to be borne , but they under- 
flood him not. Tufy citeth the Pro- 
phecy of Sybil for procfe that a King 
ihould be homeland that nonefhould 
be faved unlefle they did imbrace 
him, and yet > neither he, nor the 
rtft of the Romans had the grace to 
apply it rightly. Tally himfelfe did 
onely allcdgeit/but not bslcevek> 
for he thought it to be fome inven- 
tion of man tending to the alteration 
of the State of Rom, Ltntulm ap- 

plyed 
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plyed ^ unto himfelfe > hoping he 
Ihould be that King, and therefore* 
jovned in confpiracy with Cateltne. 
Firjril applyeditto Solonim the (on I; "f* F/ '- 
of Polho becaufe he was hi* good Pi- 'Z*^ 1 ' 
tron/and was defirous to honour 
&mignifi:himab:>ve other men. And 
Jt is very likely that P/r£//ftad heard 
fomethmg concerning this matter of 
the Hebrews rh-mfelves, becaufe(a$ 
Pfahn writeth) whenfo cvwift-^JJJ^ 
>crfcheKingof J^came to %o m e * * 
he lodged at PMlio his houfe > unto 
which houfe Virgil often tzfoned.Otdtknetid 
But afterward (trnjlmwc the great P nElm c ** 
did expound that prophecy to beun- JJJj^. 
d rftobdoncl? of the incarnation of i^^.m 
Chrift. )ofephm writeth that there inedm, 
was an ancient Prophecy among phfc^tf* 
Remans 3 that a K ; ng fliould cotoe out 
of jadta, wliicft 'flrttertd be the great' 
rfttovof the world, But they werefj 
bliiidirhat thcy could net-apply it ud- 
to Chrift, of whom it wk's;tnean> hue 
they underftood it * 'faff a/tan t\\2 
HmVerour , be an fe he concjnered' 
ih^'eW&l 1 Hnitit nttketh nrn- 
ttetfof a'ftnr^e accident w ich felf 
otifat Rome before the birth of Chrift, 

by 
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by which k was publikely acknow- 
ledged that Nature did breed a King 
which (hould raigne over the people 
of >and what that wonder was, 
4i, <Dh (hewcth : In the Capitollmany 
images were overthrowne fromhea- 
wen, writings iqgraven in Marble pil- 
lars were blotted ouu But they had 
not fymuch light as to underftand 
thatthcKingdomeofChrift his Gof- 
pell (hould overthrow Idolatry , and 
jprefcribe new Chriftian iawes>where- 
by his Church fhould be governed. 
Great was the blindnefTe'of^^.; 
which could eredl an altar to the Son 
©f6od,andyet could not acknow- 
ledge the Sonne of God when he 
was borne • and published to the 
world , and being himfelfea type and 
igure of Chrift> yet did not fee Chrift 
in his fclfe , of whom he was a fi- 
gure* And > that it may not feeme- 
IPs any man abfcrd which I have 
laid , that ^Augn^us was a type of 
Chrift, wefindtne like in the Pro- 
phet ^concerning C^theKing 
ofPerJia ; I have likened thee to my 
fclfe, though thou haft, not knewne 
mc.CjrmwitS a type of Chrift though* 

he 
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he knew not Chrift, in that he de- 
livered Gods people out of captivi- 
ty , by giving them leaveto returne 
to their Country and to build the 
Temple* Sctwas Angu/fm a type of 
Chrift in his happy ?nd peaceable go- 
vernment of the Empire , in that he 
was falutcd firft by that, name of A*- 
gHslm thefixt day of January, and 
the fame day was Chrift worfhipped 
as a God and King by the Wife-men . 
which came from the Eaft t thatunder h u 
him were burnt the records and fpe- 
cialtiesof the debts which were due 
to the treafere-houfe or Chamber of 
the Empire, for fobyour Saviour was 
cancelledjthe hand- writing of ordi-CoU, 
nance which was againft ifc, audit J^w* 
was nay led on the Croffe 5 when 
our Saviour was borne: great quan- 
tity of oyle did miraculoufly *ffue 
out of the earth, what was that but 
the birth of the Lords Annoin- 
ted which was annoynted with the 
oyle of gladneflfc above all his 
fellowes ? upon that miracle 44*- 
jt/tfttu was 16 aftonidied that he 
nude proclamation j that after 'that 
time no man fhould call himLord , H * t: *♦ 

and 
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anrlwasthat butamanifefi acknow- 
ledgement that a greater Lord was 
borne then Augu^m was ? 

To this alfo I may adde the tefti- 
nvny of the ftarres and conftella- 
Math.i. tiws in heaven > to fhew the Arheift 
the birth of the Son of God upon the 
earth, The Wifemen,as I have '(he-wed 
before, fought out our Saviour Chrift 
by the leading of a Srarre 0 wlvch 
Starrel have proved to be miracu- 
lous And yet although the birth of 
the Sonne of God was "not fubje& to 
confteliations , but Was firre above 
the capacity of Aftrolcgers and the 
the courls of the heavens : yet the ve- 
ry Artrologrcalf predictions 'htkht- 
pefoof dfaer niturall Starrer were 
enough to give occafion to the Gen- 
tilrs to feeke farther , and fo to come 
to the kno^fc^^e of 'the birth of 
Oir^tffr is m*h as thef did yeeld 

the Aftrologerscallthem, the bv-ft ir> 
ftoences, and moft favourable Af- 
peft*Mimb.:the nativity of him 3 bf 
wbdm^fakr teaei^rfie^ itrfkiem?^\ 
theiVilrgffis Afpetfs ¥ 3nd air 
theiYheaveuly' vertues, The W ife- 

men 



men which came from Perfia to Beth- 
hen , although they could not know 
thrift by the heavens > yet the hea- 
vens gave them two manner of wayes 
f ounderfhnd that a man fliould be 
borne, which in glory and honour, % ' mmx 
vcrtue and piety , (hoqld Aire ex- 
ceed all other men. For firft, the 
fixt yeare before our Savio-jr was W 
borne, there was a Conjunction of 
Jupiter and Saturnc 'm Cancer , which 
moved all the Aftrologers then li* 
ring, to fay, that fliortly after there 
fhould infue a very great change and 
alteration of Religion. Secondly , 
the conftitution of the heaven which 
was at the timq of our Saviour 
his birth intbe^yeare of the Em- 
pire of tAugufi w,ihc 24 of Decem- 
ber, a little before midnight did tcfli- 
fie the fame. For in it the Harofco- ?etmA j li * 
pto was the eight patD of ^r^4Zut 
which fignifieth change of Relrgiorf, j$L jo, 
Samrne was in the higheftpartof uhed 
heaven>5^intheiowefi> whidiidid 
fiiew that fuch a Child iiwas; borne 1 
which might caufe th e woridn* won - 1 
<fcr. And WtAttk^m xM^nm $ cc * bt 
tcth out of t/ilbmtfAr the greu . 
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Affrologer : afctndit in prima facie 
Mm ftgni virgo pulchr* & honefta 
habens in mnn fu4 duos tficds & 
nutrh pucrum , & vocat ipfum puernm 
quidam gcnsjtjkm* & afcendit cum 
In rmmi ft^a vtrginis , Non quod fubjace* 
imroduilo- ttt fie liar urn motui qui etc wit ipfas 
rw, iraSiatu ftcllu, fed quia quum extender et ck- 
fexto, ium jf m pi lem 9 fornats forum uni- 

verfttatis > noluit Uteris ejufdem dc e fi 
fc ex his qU£ fecundum prudenttam 
fuam in libro atermmis junt fcripta 
etiam elegantijftmum thd a natura 
quod de virgin e nafceretur , &f tr hoc 
inmeretur homo carmlis & verw, 
qui non naturditer nafcefatur. There 
arofein the firft afpe£ of the fignc 
Virgo* a iaire and chaft Virgin,having 
twoearesof corneinher hand, and a 
Child in her armes,which Child fome 
Nations doe call Ictus , not as if he 
that made the ftarres were any way 
fubje&to the motion of the ftarres > 
but that he which ftrctcheth forth the 
heavens as afcrole of Parchment, 
when he writ the booke of nature, 
ciight not want witneflfeout of the 
booke of nature, of that which before 
was contained in the booke of eter- 

niry, 
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nity, which was hisfecret decree, 
thara Virgin ftould bring forth a 
Child , and fo he ftionld be defcribed 
to us to be anaturalJ man although 
not borne after a naturall manner. 

Thus have I proved the comming 
ofChriftbymany witnefles, of men, 
ofdcvils,offtars Ssfcnfeleffc creatures, 
cited out of prophane fioriesibecanfe' 
the Atheift will not beteeve the tefti- 
mony of God and Angels in the holy 
Bible, Yet for their better fitisfe&ion 
conceining divers particulars 3 1 will 
alledge them reafon fo farre as faith 
naybemademanifeftbyreafon ,that 
if poflibly it may be, they may be 
brought to the ackowlcdgement of 
the truth. 

They aske us wtoat need there was 
that the Son of God ftould take our 
flefti ? and whether God was notable 
to fave us by other meanes? I anlwer. 
Man offended God , and therefore it 
behoved man to make fatisfa&io^but 
man aJone was not able to fatisfie, 
therefore God and man vverfe joyned 
together I prove the minor, that man 
alone was notable to fatisfie, becaufe 
God would not be fatisfied but by 

iacrifioe 
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kcrifice, and no facriftce unlefle it efpeciall creature; to hisown Image, 
were infinite * could fuffice* That an indued with undemanding], Angels 
infiniiefacrificewasrequifitej prove and rmn ♦ he gave them two gifts 
by thefe reafons : An infinite offence whereby they nvght continue their 
cannot be purged but by a lacrifice happy eftate, knowledge to diftin- 
anfwerable to the offence , bnt mans guiflh betweenegocd andevill, and 
ofFence was infinite in two relpe&s, freedom of will to choofc one and 
firft, of the infinite God-head which leave theothei 3 fo chat they might 
was offended, fecondly of man him- choofc whether, they would fall or 
felfe which was the offeror , which ftand* The Angels firft fell,thecaufe 
akhoughhe be finicev y# vdwm of their fall was pride , theobje£ by 
peccwdiwwfiMtmrajtitHr, he hath which they were pnffed up, the re- 
an infinite will an^defffe to coraww' fle&ion of themfclves upon their 
offences. And againe* as manalbne owne fdves/beholding their owne 
was not (efficient, fo it was not for glory and that excellency whereunto 
God alone to worke this work of tiicy werecreated. For they couldnot 
our Redemption > becaufe there was be proud without an objeft^and there 
no facriice fufficient to pacific God f ; could be no other obj?ft to make 
but by death, and, as man without them proud but thcmfelve?. For 
God could not over- come death, fo God was fofarre above them inglo- 
God without man could not fuffer ry> that the fight of him would make 
death , and therefore it was required them rather to have a meane conceite 
that the Saviour of the world (nould ofthemfelves^and as for man he was 
be G d incarnate, and fo God and farrebeneatinhem, that they tooke 
mantomakeoneChrifomightbcuai- no fuch delight in looking fo ftedfaft- 
tel together, iyuponhim ? as to compare him with 

They aske how it came y> paflfe themfelvcs. And therefore they be- 
that man offended? For their fatis- held therrfelves in themfclves , ani 
fa&bn I anfwere : God made two fo being delighted with th«irowrre 

cfpcciall 1 g lor y> 
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glory 9 many of them forgot their 
owne fclves how they were fobordi- 
nate unto God, and fo their fervicc 
and duty towards God was interrup- 
ted, which did confift in perfeft 
love> fincere adoration, and imita- 
tionof him. Andfor this caufe they 
were caft downe. After their fall they 
envyed that man (hould ftand> and 
moved him to difobedience, the out- 
ward objeft which alitircd him to 
difobedience being an Apple , they 
moved him to take the Appleby falfe 
fuggeftions, that fo his eftatefhould 
be advanced. Now both Angels and 
men had fallen, itpleafed God to rc- 
ftore man againe, but not Angels, 
forthefe two caufes : Fir ft, the An- 
gels being firftinthe prevarication 
(educed man > and were the caufe of 
his fall. Secondly, the Angels being 
Spirits & not bodies were of greater 
perfeftion then man was, and there- 
fore better abletowithftand finne and 
all manner of temptations then man 
was i and therefore God was more 
highly difpleafed with the finne of 
Angels then he was with the finne of 
men* And therefore hefent his Son 
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for the Redemption of Mm, but not 
of Angeli. 

They aske why the Father took, 
not flefhratherthen the Sonne ? why 
the being incarnate bad his concep- 
tion ofthehoIy-Ghoft without be- 
getting ? ho w he could be borne of 
a Vjrgm, and wherefore he was fo 
borne?to which queftions Ianfwer as 
followeth. 

The Incarnation ofthe Sonne was 
the worke of the whole Trinity, v et 
oneperfon was Incarnate, as if three 
fliers ihould make a Coat, and one 
put it on. Tattr & Spiritus imp/eve. 
runt cartiem Chrifii majeftate , tFtlitu 
tmemafumptme 9 The Father and 
the holy-Ghoft filled the flclh of 
£M by their Majefly, but the Son 
by aflumption of it unto himfelfe. 
Hutacongruumfuittttt quitrat in dei- 
tateFiltusEei, tfetin humawtau fi- 
lm hminis , it wasmoft fit that the 
Son only fliodd be incarnate, and not 
the Father not the holy-Ghoft, that 
he which in his Divimiy was the Son 
of God, might be in his humanity the 
Sonne of maa 

He could t not have been man had 

he 



ao 6 Again ft Athiifme. 

hcnotbsene conceived. And for as 
much as he came into the world to 
redeemc nrnfcind, which he could 
not doe unleflc he were without fin , 
and he could not have beene with- 
out finne > had he not bin conceived 
only and not bcgotten>For if man had 
begotten him* he had begotten him 
n finne, becaufeww** fimilt gentrat 
[hi Jimtle , every thing which beget - 
ceth doth beget that which is like to 
itfelfe, and therefor* he was not be- 
gotten, but onely conceived without 
the help of man, and he could not 
have beene conceived , but by the 
holy-Ghoft. He was therefore con- 
ceived by the holy-Gholt 9 that he 
might be conceived without finne. 

As he was conceived by the holy- 
Ghoft that he might be ccnceivcd 
without finne , fo he wa* borne of a 
Virgin that he might be borne with- 
out finne* But they aske how he could 
be borneof a Vhgin ? I could aske 
them how Eve could be borne of 
-^^wwithouca mother? or Adam 
of theearth without father or mo* 
ther? why could not Chrift aswcll 
be borne of a mother without a fa- 
id ther 



ther 1 as E^'ofaman wiihout a wo- 
man* or ^wwitKonc manor wo- 
man ? And becaufe this doth not one- 
ly concerne the Atbeift, but alfo the 
Jew and the Mtmche , Saint lAugn- 
fiire for confutation of them btith 
faith : Eptibi oftenAm ir/tredtf/e Ju- 
d*e & let c panda CM*mch<ee> pepe. 
rife Vtrgmem^ I will prove to the 
unbelieving Jew, and to the curfed 
Maniche , how a Virgin* may bring 
forth a child. Againftthe jew he al- 
leageth that twelverodde^ according 
tao the number of the twelve Tribes* 
were put into the Arke of the Cove- N r 
nant, among the reft , ■ «/f*r<w/ rodde n 
wanting moyflurc , and all the rights 
i I of nature,contrary to nature brought 
/ forth fruit. §fyod virga potuit % vtrgo 
nonfotm? virga potuit contra natn- 
ram>NHces pYodHme\ nun*wi{& V ir- 
] gtrnonpotnit contra v'ntturant *&ei fi- 
\ Uwrenerare? oftcndaintihiquomo- 
I do vifga Nuces pntulit > & ego tibi 
ofiendam quo modo Virgo filmm peper 
rin That which a reddc could doe, 
cbuld not a Virg n doe ? a rodde 
could contrary tb nature bring 
forth Almortds , and could not a 

Virgin 
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Virgin contrary to nature bring forth 
the Sonne of God? fliew tnc how 
the todde brought forth Almonds* 
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and I wiJlftew thee how 
brought forth a Child* R*bmfufti- 
mit ignem , & non amifit virtditatem 
[tcVtrgopeperitChriftum & non mi* 
fit virginitatm. The Bu(h burned 
and yet continued greene , but as the 
Bufhbore the heat of the fire without 
lode of viridity, fo the Virgin bore 
a Child without lone of virginity. 
This may Office to confute the Jew 
which doth allow the authority of 
the bookesof UWofi/t but it will not 
ferve for the confutation of the Athe- 
ift , for he will aske me how it may 
ftand with humane teafon and with 
the rules of art how this may be ? and 
how there may befenetratio coryornm, 
that one body flhould penetrate ano- 
ther ? I will not therefore cite the an- 1 
thorities and examples of the Scrip- 1 
tares, how Chrift arofe out of his 
grave , the grave being fhut up > and 
the ftone not tolled away: how after 
his Refurre&ion he wenc into the 
houfc where his Difciples were > the 
' doorcs being locked ! how at his 

Afcenfion 
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Afcenfion he pierced the heavens : Marti, at, 
how he is ( as before I have dewed ) Luc 
libtrrinutm agent » & mediu non dlt~ 
a Virgin # g***"> » * free agent , and not tyed to ° 
meanes whereby he worketh; how 
he hath metaphyficum murium in fin- 
gula , a fupernaturall power whereby 



heover-rulcth allcreatnres. But i 
will difpute by reaion againft the 
Atbeift, as Saint %A»guftme doth 
againft the Mantehe : Solit raditu Ife- 
eular penetrat , & foitditatem iUm in- 
fenfibili foltdttatepertran(it > & talit\ 
videturfbrit quoits intut, ntc qmm m 
gredttur vitlat , net > qumttrtdimr 
dtjjipat qu»nia»adi»gref*m&ejrref- 
fumjpecular integrum perfeverat, Spe* 
. cularpon rnmpit folaris raditu , necptg 
igitur tntegritatem Ftrgmtt v it tart 
fotutt ingrejfutaut egrefiu Deitatu. 
The Sunne beamepietceth through 
the glaffe, and the glaffe is not bro- 
ken, how it pafleth through fo Mid 
and hard a body, the eye or fenfe 
of man cannot perceive, it looketh 
alike both within ancf without : when 
u entreth in, the glaffe is not crac- 
ked by the entrance of it • when < 
t goeth out againe, the glaffe re- i 
* maineth 
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maineth without bkmilli is it wis 
before : and ib it is with our Saviour 
Chrift which paffed through the Vir- 
gins wombc, i 

He came in forme of a fervant that 
be might fuffrr, Sienimc9g*ovijfent 9 
Dominum gloria non cwcifixtffent 9 
for if he. had beene outwardly glo- 
rious > that the J ewes had knownc 
him to be the Lord of glory ,they had 
never put him to fo unglorious a death, 
And feeing that he came to die, it 
behoveth him to die upon theCroflc. 
and to choofe that death above ail 
bther* TUcHit Dtohominemreconci- 
ftafft eodem modoqno nov'tt cecidiffe : 
homo damn at m efi in ligno tfeconcilia* 
tHi efi in ligno , vixit in ligno vita , 
wrtutu eft in ligno fcientU ^revixit 
in ligno Cruets. ^uiaprimHSt4dam 
deceftusefi in ligno > fecundm Adam 
jafftu eft in ligno. It pleafeth God 
that man flioufd rife by the fame man- 
ner as he fell , but mans falvation 
came by the wood of the tree i and 
therefore his falvation came through 
the wood of t he trce« Becaufc the 
firft J dam deceived in the tree, the 
fecond Aiam futfercd in the tree, 
A Man 



.^gaittflAtheifme. Al* 

Man lived in the wood of life > man 
dyed in the wood of knowledge* 
man revived againiit the wood ofthc 
Goffe. The difference being fhewed 
betweene creating and redeeming, 
and how hard it was for the Sonne to 
rcde*me , over that it was for the Fa- 
ther to create , as namely the Father 
did his workc by fprtklng* the Sonpo 
his worke by doing ^Fathcrcoqi- 
manding , the Sonne by obeying, the 
Farherin 6 diyes, the Sonne in no 
leffe time then 3 3 yeares, the Father 
with cafe, the Sonne with groaning, 
the Father as an agent -,the Sonne as 
a patient, the Father with the letter 
n He > which is but an afpiration, 
the Sonne in the letter ^Than, 
which rcprefcnteththcg^llowes, or 
theCroffe. 

After reproach* by due oourfe did 
fellow glory, after fuftering death, 
vi&ory and triumph over death , fclfe 
he could not have delivered us frocn 
death. And becaufe undcrftanding 
creatures are in three places, devils 
and damned foules in hell , men upon 
earth , Angels and.hleffed foules in 
heaven 1 due coutfe required that 

K 2 he 
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fee (hsnld dcfccnd into bell to triumph 
among the Devils and damnedfoules, 
arifc from the dead to triumph before 
men , and aicend up into heaven to 
triumph amofig the Angels, andblcf- 
fed (boles which are in heaven. It 
was no ftrange thing for hirato de- 
fend into hell, becanfe that defcen* 
fton was onely in fonle % and therefore 
aneafiepaflage. Ofhisrefurreaion 
from the dead we fee many refem- 
fclances , £>r out of the allies of the 
dead Phochix doth arife a live phoe- 
nit , of the Corne buryed a d rotted 
in the earth fpringeth up Corne 
againe in greater mcafure then it was 
fowed,al thefc things beingas unlikc- 
Jy,& as \ mpoflible as the refurreftion 
of the dead* In AJcum ftry they fee 
that when gold i$ brought to pow- 
den ther* is a fpecdy Tcdu&ion of 
chat fame powder into gold againe, 
and fo of all other mettals :the hea- ? 
vensyecld no moyftore to the earth 9 ] 
but they take it up againe. And 
as for his Afcenfion up into hea- 
vens it was molt natural! unto 
him, for where ftoold a glori- 
fiedtody be, but in a placq pi glo- 

7a 



rv % and where (hould God be but. 
lJteaven,whiehishi$Throncand 

■ • *v 







Chapisa XIII 


I. 





The enA *f the WM 

THe Atheift thintceth the 
world fhallharc no end, but 
he alleadgeth no reafons to 
more hi$ ungodly affertion, «*>re 
then hawbeene already anfweredby. 
Saint Peter, Onr realon* to prove 
an end and confommation of all 
thingsarethefr. I. Whatfoeverhad 
abegirming mnft alio have an enoV 
That the world had a beginning , I 
have already proved in the 8 Chap- jp^; 
ter, and the fequell followed! mna- 
torall Philofophy, thatitmuft there, 
fore have an end, becaufe it had a 
beginning. There muft be rtfolutb 
in mater tam frimm , a rcfolution in- 
to that Chaos whereof it was 
firft made, according to Arifetk 
he great Philofophet of the world. 

K 3 .Man 
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7ty,U u 4. Mitt'i* commonly ctHed ^hfttos . 
p«r a little wotld , i and for his fake 
the great world was partly made, for 
if he ftretcht forth his a'rmes « 
le«^,'fromtheen^«<)fhi»two mid- 
dle fingers ,,to his head and foot, 
maybe drawne a Circle , his Bead is 
as the North Pole, his feet inflead 
of the Sooth ,;his^me*a*tbe cxpan- 
Ion of heaven, his hands as the 
Eaft and Weft, his Navclf v5f» 
Center. In him art cold , hax , rnjjy- 
ftore, drinefle as the foureEl ements, 
his hearf (till moving rerrefenteth 
heaven Which is in continout motion, 
his ibtfe an immortall fpirit guiding 
and moving the body , refeihbfeth 
God the guider * of the world , But, 
dan which iv the leffer world decli- 
ned! , ic fol'.oweth therefore as a 
good confequent , that the greater 
world alfodotb decline , and where 
there is declination there is alfo cor- 
ruption , and death. That man decli- 
nerh , ir i s manifeft , for men arc of. 
lower ftature , h fler bones and 
ftrength.and ftiortcr life then therfore 
fathers were , but wtwtfoever is lan- 
gdithing, fainting, and declining, 
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doth grew to an end, and whence 
commlhthisbntfromthede^ 
eftate of the greater w°rld?Ae ^» 
wefee, which is the lower part ot it, 
rsnotofruitf«lUsberc ; «itwasM 
b c ginnethtobeWen 5 nkethewomb 

cfSms, the fruits which (he* h 

m e«asbeforethevchd. Andtog 
commeththattopaffe^butbecaufe 
theheavenalfolamteth.tnePlanets 
wax old , and cannot afford fe great 
venue and inflate to thefe lowct 
bodies»asintimepafttheydid?« 

eplwj and Aulm grffrneftifie. »ut 

thUuamanifrftpro° fc } fcc,n Sl cff 5 
23 weaker boSies are ««al 
every age in the trot* : of ^auxe u 
that Nature waxeth old and weary 
of conceiving > and Ctrfcmy* tit 

Wtho!d,thitalfodyethandhah 
wend. 3.1famandoe butbehold 

cuod , Sol leffe orient , Jmter notot 
fo amiable and favoatablc a counte- 
nance, rw^morehipoa.ticaU.an 
the reft both of the wandnng^nd , 
K 4 
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Mtf rn ^ xe * ftarre * » moreweake and fufpi- 
' * c ious then they did before. That 
mighty Gyant which was wont to 
runne his unwearyed race* now wa- 
xed) weary , as ir he would ttand fti'i 
in heaven , as he did in the daycs of 
Jo[ut, (hineth more dimly, appea- 
i f reth mo e fcldome then before, what 

is this but an argument, that fhorriy 
the high Archofheavenwhichis ere. 
(ftedovcr our heads, will fall a^ddif. 
fclre k felfe ? 4. Whit doefo many 
irregular and threatning Eclipfes por- 

it- ft tend,mcb nn-ufuall afpe&s of ftarres, 
fuch fcarefull Conjunctions of Pla- 
nt ts. fuch prodigious apparitions of 
Comets ? bnt, that as the Apoflle 
fpeaketh:Tpe fervent defire of the 
creature waytcth when the fonnes of 
God (hall be revealed , every crea- 
ture groaneth withus , and travelled 
in paine together unto this prefene, 
that they may be delivered from the 
bondage of conup ion , into the glo- 
rious liberty of the fonnes of God ? 
5 Empires and Kingdomes, and all 
Eflates tave rheir fatal! periods. D<*- 
his exposition o(i{abftchodo»o. 
**r his drtame is now almoft fulfilled* 
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the head of gold the fhoulders of Gi- 
ver thebelly of btafle , are already 
worncout, nothing ofthatimagcis 
now leftbutthevery flumps ofclay. 
their dates are ended, their periods 
determined long fince , and how is * 
poffible that feet of clay fhould con- 
tinue for ever , feeing gold , filver, 
brafl'e and yron , fnch ftrong tnetttli 
are confumed I what now remained, 
therefore buttheftone cut outof the 

rocke without hands which bftu£cti 
this Itnagein pieces?The everlaftiog Oan, h 
Kinedome of Jefus Chrift in another 
world .unto which all the temporal! 
Kingdomes in this world muft give 
place , that all thefe being expired 
Chrift in his heavenly Kingdom may 
tulefor ever? what remainethnow.b^c 
that we look daily andhourely fortius GcaaM 
Kin°doro,that now we begin to climb ■ 
W his Ladder* a feccato adpwm* 
tettim, * ptnittntia «do f er« ** 
tibm adutdwm. ■■» l»d"'°f d Wfr* 
cordim, a mfrico dia 
from fmne torepentanccfromrepen- 
tance to good wnrkes , ftorowortcs 
to jndgement,fromjudgm*nt to«i<r- 
cy , fcom mercy toglory * there is 
' K 5 the 
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I the glory of God {landing upon the 

top of the Ladder, Laft of all, that the 
world (hall have an end, and be con- 
fumed with fire, witneffc not only S. 

BetJ }I 9*tr the Apoftle, but alfo Ovtd the 
Poet, his words be thefe: 

,r I "Mtltm* mfequtyuthfatis remimfcituraf- 
fort tempts, 
gftemre, quo uUftn corruptive 

regiacoeli 
yfrdeat, & mmdi moles operofa la* 
beret. 

1 And there he ftiewes how tis ordai- 

ned of old, 
Hut time fliall come, when boththe 

earth and fea, 
With heavens Arche , fo glorious to 
behold, 

Shall burhe, andlhaUturneuntode- 
cay. 

That the world fliall have and; 
Witneflc Lucretius, his words arc. 
thefe: 

lik P M dies d*tot with, multofqt: t per 
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SttfttnM* ruet moles , & mtehina 

Accidet exitHtmCal', f*' 
titrtm. 

The world whichftood fo many years 
Shall in one day deftroyedbc: 

Deftrnaion likewife (hall appeare 
For heaven and earth moftfodenly. 

Tothisatfoagreeththe Poet la- 
this words be thefe: 

Invid* pormfiries, fmm^^mk 

tievatttm * 
Surh^nmnw^irirpm- 

deretapf»s> 
Hecfe %omaferens. S>ccm com- 

pagefohtia 
SecuU tot mmdi fttprem* Coegertt 

^nt^mmrepeteMittrm Ch**, 
omnia, mtft is . * 

Sidera fide* fas concurrent , i$m 

■A^a'peentftlltts txttndere 
nolet) 

ixcmietcjtkfretum, TrMicontr* 
mPhcebe 

i but 
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Ibh , & ebltquHm higas agrtm per 
orbem 

ludiftnata dtem fofcet fibifttiqw 
difcors 

\ Machna , divnlfi turbfibtt fader* 
mundi. 

The fates envy the ftates ofmortall 
men, 

The higheftfeates doe not continue 
long: 

Great is the fall under the greater 
burden, 

(And grcateft thingsdototbcmfelves 
great'ft wrong) 
Romcvm (o great (whom all the 

world did fearc) 
That Rome her fclfe (he could no 
longer beare. 

So when this well couch't frame of 

world flballburne* 
And the laft hourc (b many ages 

end: 

Tofo; mer Chaos allthings lhall re« 
turne, 

(The envious fates ibis iffue doe por- 
lcnd > 

Tb:n 



Then ail the Planets (hall con- 
fusedly meeti 
And fires celcfiiaU on the floods 

(hall fleet. 
The earth (hall grudge to make the 
A^c&and^theffood 

ThTMineentag'dMlctofleher 

Andfceke'wSter eourfe.to (bine by 

da ThusaUatodde3 ) inftiifcando« 

offrame» .. , 
they (hall diftarbe-the world* 
and fpoyle the tunc. 



Chat, 
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Chapter, XV. 
Of Hell fire, 

THus you have heard . how by 
the courfe of nature the world 
(hall have an end, What then 
followeth ? I fay to the Atheift with 
Saint Paul i And thinkeft thou 6 man 
that thou (halt efcapc the judgement 
Rom. ». of God? fhall men thinke there is no 
punifliment for wicked men after 
this life ? I wifh that they wonld be- 
lccve Saint Ambrofe : Chrifins mo- 
riens innovifftmo Teftamwto finguU 
fingulit officio, diftribuebat , Patri jjW- 
ritum % militibm ve fitment a j corpus 
]#d<eu , pacem DifcipulU* Crncem 
Aptftolu > Utroni Paradtfmm>pecca- 
toribm hsfirnnm* When Chrift dyed, 
in his laft will and Teftament , he be- 
queathed divers Legacies : to his Fa- 
ther he commended his foule , to the 
Jeweshis body , te the Soldiers his 
garments* to his Difciples peace* to 
hisApoftles the Croflfe, Paradifeto 
the good Theefe which was crucified 
by him, but hell-fire to ungodly men • 
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But to perfwade thefe unbeleevers 
that there is an hell my reafons are 
thefe: 

FirlUhavemanifcftly proved that 
there is a God, and it cannot fiand 
with the nature of God, but that he 
muftbejuft, and there can be no ju- 
ftice in God unlcfle he punifti offen- 
ders, they for the moft part doc cf- 
capepuntfWnt in this world, Gods 
judgements doe not overtake them 
in this life* therefore that God may 
be juft , their judgement is referved 
unto another workt that they maybe 
puniflied in another place,and where 
is that ,but in hell-fire. , 
Secondly t whercas Tn^aPhilofo- Jg* 
pher, C laHdiHS Q**^***' * Voces 
Seneca , and others being fo many, in 
their defer iption of hell make men- 
tions of Minos and Khadamaxthus, 
the fudges there fociuell and inexo- 
rable > the Furies > the fire , Tantalus 
his everlafting thirft,/*"*his wheefc 
alwayes rolling, Tifto upon whofe 
bbwels the Viiitures areetetnally fee- 
dine , what > this but the fame defr 
cription of hell, which is in the 
Scripturss, ctcrnali fire prepared for 
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, the Dcvill and his Angels i and as 
the Prophet Efaj writeth , fire that 
(hall never be quenched , and a 
worme of conlcicnce gnawing aU 
wayes and never dying ? 

Thirdly f witneffe th<; Atheift, that 
there is a hell for wicked men. For 
many times having committed hei- 
nous offences*though fefecret that no 
man can dete& them.and he fo migh- 
ty that he feareth no man that fhould 
punifti him , yet he is inwardly trou- 
bled and vexed in his O >n r cience : 
what is this his Confidence but a fe- 
crct feare tbac God will punifti him ? 
be leetb that God <toth not punifla 
in this world according to the quali- 
ty of fucb an effence^frerefore he fea- 
reth pnnifhment in another worlds 
then witneffe the Athcift his ©wne 
Confcience there is a hciL 

Fourthly* witnefl'etbeAtbeiftthat 
there isan helUlbeithedehiethhelh 
For ^eknoweth, and alfo very well 
confidercth, that in the time of his 
•health he is lubjeft to ficknefle , po* 
veny>impriibnmenc, a whole fea of 
$alland Hitttrnefle, nay a world of 
dilcotcntawnts^ct he would not die# 

Nay, 
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Nay, whert heis grievoufly ficke, his 
pangs intolerable i his difeafe uflcu. 
rable, he would give a great fumme 
of money yet to prolong his painc 
upon earth , to live here continually, 
tt cuigh in continuall fickeneffs . And 
why is all this , but becaufe he is loath 
to die ? why is that , but becaufe he 
feareth death ? But if he thought his 
foule were exringuifted by death, 
that after death there fliould be no 
judgement, no hell f no feeling of 
for row » then why fhould he tear« 
death? Nay why (hould not an Acheift 
which is to worldly wife , and which 
lovcth hisowne eafe fo much, de- 
fire to die i and ib to be at reft , ra- 
ther then to live in continuall ficke- 
neffe, if he thonght that death were 
an end offorrow* Therefore it fol- 
loweth as a neceffaryconfequent, that 
he feareth death, becaute he thinketh 
that a farther reckoning is to bemade 
of the things which he did in this 
life, that greater pangs and tor- 
ments (hall enfue after death then 
could be incident unto him in this 
life, and that dan be nothing elfe but 
hell-fire. 

Fiftly, 
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Fiftly, let the Atheiftfor his bet- 
ter fatisfa&ion concerning this poinr * 
but travcllinto the Land of Canaan* 
to behold the Like jijp halt ites , 
where SadmQood , and he (hall fee 
the very Image and Idea of hell be- 
fore his eyes even in this life* When 
he cotnmcth thither thefe things (hall 
piefent themfelves unto him i 7 itrtu 
tdaryaffe&ushorrendtu Ucusf<xuJks % 
fnmus vencnofHs*foma qu* morfuten* 
tAta i infftmum &fAvillam ciriofattf- 
mtfvjMfcuHt* An ugly and loath* 
fome imell of brimftonc , horrible 
ind dreadful! profpeft, a (linking 
Lake, poyfoning fmoakey Apple* 
fijll of filthy vapours and fpatkles of 
fire, the things which be (hallfee 
with his eyes , find I with his no- 
ftrils .and tafte with his tongue, will 
make , him to confefTe there is an 
hell. 

To them whichaske whether hell be 
amtteriall place or no? Janftvcr, 
It ronft of neceffity be fo >becaufein 
it are to be tormented not onely 
foules ,but alfo bodies. It is no ima- 
ginary thine, becaufe when they come 
there , it (hall be no imaginary pu- 

niQunenc 
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nifliment which they (hall fuffer* If 
they aske where hell is ? furcly it is in 
the lowcft parts of the earth, oecaufe 
they are fartheft from heaven* But I 
with them not to be fo curious in 
difputing , and inquiring where hell 
is , as wary in taking heed , that they 
come not there. 1 ad?i£ them to be 
as charitable to themfelves as the 
glutton w*s to his friends: ascarefull Luc » l6 ' 
of themfelves , as he was of other 
men , which himfelfc having taftcd 
what hell is,defired that notice there- 
of might be given to his kinsfolkes 
I upon the earth , to live well while 
they were upon the elrth, that fo 
they might never come A 
into; the fame place 
of torment. 
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